
btw is the acronym for “by the Way ( Jesus).” It sets the tone for the current issue. btw...by the way (Jesus)

I love the Word of God and the Holy 
Spirit. In Isaiah 60:1 we read, Arise, 
shine, for the light has come, and the 

Glory of the Lord has risen. Many times 
we get so comfortable, lazy, and familiar 
as we live our lives. Jesus is the Light and 
He desires to wake us up and bring us 
into a new place of intimacy, wisdom, and 
understanding of His heart. He desires to 
reveal HIS love and truth in our lives. His 
heart leads us to react in situations that are 
familiar to us in a new way. 
As a First Nation (Native American), I 
deal with rejections because of my color of 
skin and background. Jesus’ heart and light 
in me has taught me to react to people’s 
looks or tone of voice with love. God’s light 
sets me free, and I don’t have to live in that 
darkness. By responding with love, I show 
I live in the light. Sometimes our flesh and 
feelings try to dictate to us what to do, but 
the Spirit of God leads us to rise up and 
live in a place of victory in Jesus because of 
His shed blood. 

Just like Martin Luther, I believe that we 
should live by faith. When the Word be-
comes alive within us, it transforms us. 
That's what God desires: to use us to help 
all the hurting people around us, even in 
our own congregations. The Spirit urges 
us to step out and awakens us to live out 
God’s love. He desires to wake us up in a 
new fresh way, urging us to leave our luke-
warm, complacent, lazy tendencies behind. 
The Spirit awakens us to live out His 
love, His grace, and His truth wherever 
the need exists. 
Sisters in Christ, this is our hour, just like 
Esther, Mary, Deborah and so many other 
biblical women; it is time to take back what 
the Enemy has stolen from our families, 
children, grandchildren, and those in need.
Father, I pray that You will awaken every 
person. Help us desire to be more like You. 
In Jesus’ holy name. Amen. Q
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Arise, shine, 
for the light 

has come, and 
the Glory of the 
Lord has risen. 

Isaiah 60:1
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