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Estéfani. Francis. Randy. Junior. Moisés. 
Ramona. Talk about tough breaks. 
These children in the Dominican Re-
public are orphans. Orphans with dis-
abilities: physical, social, and emotion-
al. They had no possibility for growth 
in the state-run orphanage where they 
lived. But now, with God working 
through our mites, these children are 
being cared for by compassionate and 
loving Christian caretakers at Good 
Shepherd Lutheran Home in Palmar 
Arriba. Not only physically cared 
for, but these children have also been 
received into God’s family through 
Baptism and now regularly participate 
in worship services and fellowship 
with their new church family. Our 
mites have helped to remodel a rented 
building where they are learning to 
care for themselves, to enjoy their new 
home and, most important, to learn 
of the Savior’s love for them. Their 
laughter is contagious!
When I visited this mission in March, 
I was blessed to be welcomed with 
open arms by these children and their 
wise and frugal caregivers. Traveling 
with and participating in their Man-
aging Partners’ meetings, I saw first-
hand how God is blessing our mite 
offerings for Grant #14: Children’s 
Developmental Disabilities Group 
Home and Rehabilitation Center 
– Dominican Republic. In the next 
few months, the mission team will 
continue to develop a plan to establish 
another group home or rehabilitation 
center for the community.
I was privileged also to visit the 120 
very active grade-school students at 
Concordia Lutheran School, Palmar 
Arriba. Their welcoming smiles and 

hugs reminded me of the uncondi-
tional love our Lord has for each of 
His children. While there, I saw a 
mission team composed of men and 
women from the South Wisconsin 
District working tirelessly to construct 
a concrete playground for the children. 
No cement trucks here — just hard, 
manual labor which was used to con-
struct never-before-seen swings and 
basketball facilities, equipment that 
our children take for granted.
The King will reply, “I tell you the truth, 
whatever you did for one of the least of 
these brothers and sisters of mine, you did 
for me” (Matthew 25:40).
Kissayris Gebhard, the young, respect-
ed principal at Concordia, pointed to a 
map, showing where current Domin-
ican Republic Lutheran Mission 
schools and churches are located. Her 
dream is to plant mission churches in 
all 30 Dominican Republic provinces.
For nothing will be impossible with God 
(Luke 1:37 ESV).
If we could visit each of our grant 
recipients, we would become aware of 
how God blesses the work of our mite 
offerings so that the eyes of the spiritu-
ally blind are enabled to see Jesus as 
Savior. Our mites do make a difference. 
Therefore go and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, and teaching them to obey every-
thing I have commanded you. And surely 
I am with you always, to the very end of 
the age (Matthew 28:19–20).

Kay Kreklau, LWML President

Kaya note from President

FROM THE PRESIDENT

Tough Breaks – 
Living on the Edge

The Lord himself goes before 
you and will be with you; 
he will never leave you 
nor forsake you.Do not be 
afraid; do not be discouraged.
                                  Deuteronomy 31:8


