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The LWML members of Mt. Hulda Lutheran Church, Cole Camp, Missouri, have made nu-
merous quilts, but one very special quilt was completed by Dora, a woman who loved God.
Part of a large family who made many fried chicken dinners and pies and who participated 
in many different activities held at church, Dora Payton had been the recipient of God’s 
love, comfort, and blessings all of her life. One of the ways Dora was able to bless others 
was to make quilts that were sent to Lutheran World Relief. 
This past November, Dora stitched the binding on her last quilt. One might not think this is 
such a big undertaking, but Dora was 98 years old, blind in one eye, and almost complete-
ly blind in the other. She never complained that the task was too great, nor that too much 
was expected of her, as she felt her way through every stitch.
One month after this picture was taken of Dora with her completed quilt, the Lord called 
her home to be with Him. May we all, like Dora, be found wrapped in the blanket of God’s 
comfort, which He has stitched with love through His Word.

Here’s a new way to close the door on 
old man winter and open a fresh new 
window towards spring! 
After weeks of unusually wet and cold 
spring weather, the LWML of Trinity Lu-
theran Church, rural Bear Creek, Wiscon-
sin, shook off the ill weather and started 
spring on a happy note with its annual 
“Spring Breeze,” fundraising event.
“After all the wicked weather we had this 
past year, we were all looking forward to 
bringing back one of our most popular 
events,” said Trinity LWML president, 
Brenda Hansen, “and this fundraiser for 
the Waupaca Pregnancy Information 
Center (PIC) was just the ticket.”
Almost 100 people attended and over 
$300 was raised in support of this life-
saving ministry. PIC director Heather 
Ruesch provided the entertainment 
by performing songs from her album, 
Wounded Healer, and other selections.  
Using a devotion based on Psalm 139, 
Heather shared her own testimony and 
spoke about the PIC ministry. 
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Your Strong Suit, the LWML DVD 
Bible study series presented 
by Donna Pyle (author of “The 
Forgiven Ring,” and two Bible 
studies published in this LWQ 
issue) was the focus of two 
congregations meeting and 
growing together. Women 
of Grace Lutheran Church of 
Jesup, Iowa, met with women 
from St. John’s, Fairbank, for 
the 8-session course. 

“What a fresh way to look at 
how God has provided for our every need,” shared Becky Wehrspann. “It was 
also a great blessing for me, as there hasn’t been much interest in LWML in our 
small congregation, and now we have started to meet regularly again and to 
get back into studying God’s Word together. To God be the glory!” 
Cathie Schmidtke of St John’s, Fairbank, writes, “It was a thought-provoking, edu-
cational, and inspirational 8 weeks. ... We also benefited from getting to know our 
sisters from Grace in a way that wouldn’t have otherwise been possible.” Rhoda 
Baldwin adds, “Donna Pyle’s Bible study was able to bring some things to the 
surface that we ladies had thought were probably buried deep and tucked away 
for all time. How refreshing and healing this is going to be for us.”
Your Strong Suit is an 8-week, verse-by-verse study of the armor of God that details the 
incredible protection that God has provided to His children. Filmed before a live studio audi-
ence, this series is a partnership with Donna Pyle and Artesian Ministries. For further informa-
tion, please visit the LWML Store online or call the LWML Office 800-252-5965.

An invitation from President Kay
I know that prayer is an intrinsic part of my life and yours. How I 
would love to be able to sit with each of you, my sisters and brothers, 
over a cup of coffee or tea and pray together to our Father for our 
mites, our missionaries, and our grant recipients. We can do this! I 
ask you to accept my invitation to join me every Saturday morning 

for “A Cup with Kay” … praying for 9 minutes at 9 a.m. (“9@9”).
Let this symbol  remind you of my invitation; you’ll find it in the LWQ and throughout 
the LWML website, www.lwml.org. As the steam rises from our cups, so will our prayers!
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“You’ve always been a deaconess, you 
just didn’t know it!” declared a friend 
when Lisa Stapp announced she was 
enrolling in the online Deaconess 
program from Concordia Theological 
Seminary, Fort Wayne, Indiana.
Born into a Lutheran family, Lisa was 
diagnosed at age nine with a progres-
sive neuromuscular disorder, Spinal 
Muscular Atrophy Type 2; however, 
that has not deterred her from be-
ing a constant witness for Jesus. “I 
have the distinct privilege of being 
a person with a disability, riding in 
a wheelchair,” she said. “People who 
ordinarily would not be open to talk-
ing to professional church workers do 
talk to me, enabling me to share Jesus’ 
love with them. Because I am often 
in a hospital environment, the Holy 
Spirit provides many opportunities to 
witness my faith, and the deaconess 
training is showing me how to ex-
press His truths simply and accurately.”
Currently serving her church, Zion 
Lutheran in Tomball, Texas, as Sun-
day School superintendent, Lisa is 

expected to graduate this fall. Along 
with her B.A. in psychology from the 
University of Houston, many areas of 
service may be open. “I want to help 
people more than just to feel better,” 
she stated. “It takes a combination 
of Law and Gospel, presented at just 
the right time, to make a real differ-
ence. Writing a book about suffering 
and the God who suffers with us is 
something I’d like to do. I’m inter-
ested in working in a nursing home, 
a rehab facility, or a hospice; I’d also 
like to teach Bible studies.”
Lisa is passionate about serving the 
often-overlooked segments of the 
population, including seniors and 
people with disabilities. “Today’s 
society places much emphasis on 
abilities and youth. However, we are 
all helpless recipients of our heav-
enly Father’s grace,” she said.
Regarding her deaconess studies, 
Lisa quips, “Who could ask for more 
than a lifetime of scriptural learning, 
history, and doctrine? It’s better than 
being paid to eat chocolate truffles!”

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS
The Nominating Committee is 
seeking the following candidates 
to be elected at the LWML Convention 
in Pittsburgh in 2013:

Vice President of Christian Life
Vice President of Communication
Vice President of Gospel Outreach 
Recording Secretary
Nominating Committee (5)
Any LWML member may submit 
nominee names for consideration. 
Nomination forms may be down-
loaded at www.lwml.org.
For questions or additional information 
contact Nominating Committee Chairman 
Bev England, 8350 E. 14th St., Tulsa, OK 74112 
(918) 557-4467 or nominations@lwml.org 
DEADLINE is August 15, 2012.
Deadline for Mission Grants Proposals 
for 2013–2015 is September 30, 2012. 
Download forms at www.lwml.org.

Lisa participating 
in online class, with 

Concordia Theo-
logical Seminary 

personnel Dr. Cynthia 
Lumley, Associate 

Director of Deacon-
ess Studies, and Dr. 

Arthur Just, Professor 
and Chairman of 

Exegetical Theology.

Do you have a unique way to collect 
mites? Peace Lutheran Church in Eau 
Claire, Wisconsin, does! On her farm, a 

member of their Bible study group 
raises hens whose eggs are too 
small to sell at the local farmer’s 

market. The delicious eggs 
are sold instead at their 
Bible study meeting, with 
all the proceeds being 

donated to mites. 

Lisa’s Witness by Carolyn Blum

The LWML of Grace Lutheran Church, 
Huntsville, Alabama, handed out Master’s 
Cards to their congregation on LWML Sun-
day. Bags of 10 Master’s Cards were distribut-
ed along with ideas of how these cards could 
be used to witness to others about Jesus 
Christ. Norma Palmer reported she was able 
to use the cards not only as a witness but 
also as words of encouragement to residents 
of a rehab facility their group visits monthly. 
After the Bible verses were read, they had 
time for personal prayer.
English and Spanish versions of LWML Master’s 
Cards can be purchased at www.lwml.org.

BETTER TOGETHER: Male|Female Relationships 
is the theme for our Winter 2012 issue. 
NEWS! Please send your LWML news (and photos!) to 
News Editor Linda Guteres at newseditor@lwml.org 
or 3 Timber Trail, Medford, NY 11763 by June 15, 2012. 
Include your name, address, phone, and email address.
READ “PHOTO SUBMISSION GUIDELINES” for help 
when taking and submitting photos at: www.lwml.org/
resources/quarterly

call for news items Winter 2012
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For the last 5 years, Grace Circle at Trinity Luther-
an in Arapahoe, Nebraska, has been strengthen-
ing the connection with their college students by 
sending them care packages during finals week. 
Along with delectable goodies, large brown 
envelopes filled with notes of encouragement 
are mailed during the first week of December 
to arrive just in time for testing. This wonderful 
outreach blesses the students by reminding them 
they are being cared for by their congregation 
and keeps Grace Circle in contact with possible 
future members of their Circle.
Maybe they are connecting with a future YWR?  
Hey! You never know!

Will, son of Chris and 
Jennifer Harrod, is a great 
witness as he brings money 
to church every Sunday morning to place it in the 
LWML Mite Box. Jennifer said they are teaching him 
about giving, and Will looks forward to putting his 
money into the box each Sunday before worship. 
Will and his family attend Grace Lutheran Church 
in Little Rock, Arkansas.

Six girls from the Friends Into Serving Him® (teen LWML) group 
called the G.U.P.P.I.E.S. (God Unites Passionate People In Every 
Sanctuary), from Our Saviour Lutheran Church in Des Moines, 
Iowa, joined together to make a difference out in God’s creation. 
With the help of a few other team leaders, the girls rolled up 
their sleeves and walked the roadside ditches to pick up garbage 
along a 4-mile stretch of highway in rural Iowa. The sponsor of 
that stretch of highway, part of the Adopt-a-Highway program, 
paid the girls more than $450 for their work.What a great fund-
raiser for mission grants and a fantastic way to serve the Lord! 
Afterward, the G.U.P.P.I.E.S. met to decide where the money would 
best be needed in the local community. Three girls who had 
attended the LWML Convention in Peoria, Illinois, shared their 
experience of delivering supplies to a children’s hospital in Peoria. 
They had enjoyed that opportunity and made a suggestion to 
reach out to a local children’s hospital, Blank Children’s Hospital 
in Des Moines, which has a huge need for batteries, crayons, 
bubbles, videos, and books. The girls went shopping and bought 
$400 worth of supplies for the hospital, delivering a total of six 
boxes of materials. What an inspiration! 

It is never too early to 
teach our children about 
mites. That’s why the 
LWML of Trinity Lutheran 
of Gallatin, Tennessee, 
introduced the Mites 
for Missions money jar. 
Children are encouraged 
to save coins in their 
LWML Mite Boxes during 
the week and then bring 
them to be added to the 
jar. Mission grant stories 

are shared in Sunday School classes, promoting a deeper interest in 
missions and prayer support for missionaries. The women of Trinity 
also stay active hosting mystery dinners, providing food for week-
end backpacks for children in need, and making quilts for a local 
Home Safe facility for women and children in abusive situations.

Lutheran Women in Actionnews
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DVD Release ...
Last summer, our movie, Under 

Jakob’s Ladder (based on the 
story of Marta, my Oma, and her 
grandfather, Jakob, who was im-
prisoned in the Soviet Union for 

speaking the Lord’s Prayer at a 
funeral), won two awards at the 

Manhattan Film Festival: for Best 
Actor (Jeff Stewart) and Best 

Film - Period Piece. The screen-
ing was so popular it actually 

sold out in five days and went on 
to secure two additional screen-

ings during the festival's run. 

The DVD for Under Jakob’s 
Ladder is scheduled for release 

this summer/fall 2012. 

To see the movie trailer, go to 
underjakobsladder.com

Editor: This account is a follow-up 
to the LWQ Spring 2011 article, 

“Oma, Tell Me a Story.”

May 27 began as any other day. Oma ate breakfast. She came out into the 
living room for her “wallpaper change.” Just a regular day. However, within 
a few hours, things changed. My dad had caught some sort of bug, so 
initially it seemed that Oma had come down with the same thing. When 
it was obvious that she was in pain, we headed to the hospital. 

May 1977
One story Oma loved to tell was the story 
of my birth. My parents were living at 
Oma's house at the time. I was supposed 
to be born in early May. Oma’s birthday 
was May 16, and she had high hopes that 
I’d hold out for her day. Apparently, I had 
other plans. My dad was engaged to be 
an interpreter on a speaking tour in May. 
He left to go to Texas, and still I had not 
made my appearance. 
During the wee hours of the morning of 
May 28, my mom knocked on the door of 
Oma’s bedroom. It was time. Now, this is 
important to know: Oma was never much 
of a driver. (Actually, I have no memories 
of her driving. Ever.) But she drove my 
very pregnant mother to the hospital that 
morning. Fortunately it wasn’t too far, and 
we made it in one piece. 
Oma always loved this next part of the 
story: Shortly after 8 o’clock, the doctor 
came out to the waiting room with a big 
smile and announced, “Well, Mrs. Munoz. 
We have a granddaughter!”

I began taking care of Oma in 2005. 
As the Parkinson's disease slowly 

took its toll on her body, I knew 
this story was coming ...

New Story... By Maria Munoz

Oma’s

34 years later
We waited in the same 
hospital. This time, Oma 
was the one lying on the 
bed. Her breathing was 
slowing down. As we sat 
next to her, we read psalms 
and quietly sang some of her 
favorite songs. It was getting 
close to midnight when it 
was my mom’s turn to read. 
She chose John 14:2: “In 
My Father's house are many 
mansions.” At that moment, 
Oma’s shallow breathing 
stopped. She had gone to 
one of those mansions.
Just short of midnight on 
May 27. Just short of my 
birthday. But close enough. 
Oma had been there when 
I came into the world. I was 
there when she left. I miss 
her. But I’m glad that she 
has a new story that she’s 
living out.
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