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Abeer (not her real name to protect her identity) had 
grown up in Palestine. She began questioning the Islamic 
faith as an adult, but for fear of persecution from other 
Muslims, she would not ask questions too loudly or too 
often. In 2003, shortly after their marriage, she and her 
husband moved to Cleveland. Abeer’s spouse was so abu-
sive to her that one time she was hospitalized for months. 
His unexpected death had made Abeer a widow in her 
20s — a widow who had suffered incredible physical 
pain at his hands, and a woman who now had even more 
questions about God.
Abeer had come to Trinity Lutheran Church secretly that 
morning, just as she had done for many meetings over 
many months with Nadia Abuamsha, one of her new-
est and best friends. They prayed and read Scripture 
together. But this morning was different. Nadia stood 
with Abeer at the font. Many of Abeer’s Muslim friends 
and family would not understand her decision to be 
baptized and follow Jesus. But she came wanting to fol-
low Him completely, trusting in His promise of adoption 
into His family forever. 

Hope Centers Welcome Refugees into Local Churches
Nadia and Abeer met at God’s direction and as a result 
of the LWML’s support of BHITC. At its Portland Conven-
tion in 2009, the LWML awarded the Cleveland-based 
mission organization a $90,000 grant for ministries 
that share the Gospel with refugees and immigrants. 
Through the grant, BHITC established several Hope 
Centers across Cleveland inside of local Lutheran con-
gregations. These ministries welcomed Abeer and many 
other foreigners to take part in church-based English 
as a Second Language and citizenship classes, fellow-
ship nights, tutoring programs for refugee children, and 
much more. As a result, more than 250 refugees and 
immigrants were touched by one of BHITC’s ministries.  
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The Story of One 
Changed Life
Reaching Across Cultures with the Hope of Jesus!

It was an ordinary November Sunday morning in an ordinary 
Lutheran church in urban Cleveland, but what took place was 
utterly extraordinary! At the baptismal font in the front of the con-
gregation stood Pastor Jeff Johnson and Building Hope in the City 
(BHITC) missionary Nadia Abuamsha. They were joined by a quiet 
woman who stood out among the crowd because she was wearing 
a hijab, the head covering worn by Muslim women. 

Here’s a review of what 
the LWML grant helped 
BHITC achieve:
•  30+ refugee families were 

paired with local Christian 
families for mentoring sup-
port. As a result, many refu-
gee families were brought 
to a Lutheran congregation 
for worship services and 
special events. 

•  65 refugee children took 
part in after-school pro-
grams, sports events, and 
summer reading weeks 
organized by BHITC.

•  22 refugee children, all of 
whom were non-Christian, 
were enrolled at Luther 
Memorial School, an 
LCMS elementary school 
in Cleveland, where 
BHITC helped develop 
curriculum and English 
instruction for the chil-
dren, thanks to the LWML 
mission grant. As a result, 
two refugee students who 
were formerly Buddhist 
were baptized in the 
summer of 2011. 

•  90+ immigrant adults vis-
ited at least one of six New 
American Cafes that BHITC 
hosted in partnership with 
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The Lutheran Malaria Initiative Kenya, East Africa — $100,000
With the global goal of containing malaria deaths by 2015, the Lutheran 
Malaria Initiative (LMI) is a collaborative effort to mobilize millions of 
Lutherans in the United States to join in the battle against malaria, with 
Lutheran World Relief (LWR) as key partner.  In Kenya, where malaria 
is the leading cause of death and only eight percent of the children 
infected receive appropriate treatment, the LCMS and LWR are working 
to contribute to the shared goal of ending malaria deaths. The malarial 
work is integrated throughout the Word and Sacrament ministries of the 
Lutheran churches in Kenya. 

Missionary Family Care and Education  — $100,000
Missionaries and their families are called to serve God and His people 
around the world, but missionary parents cannot continue in their 
important called mission service without the reassurance of quality 
care and education for their school-aged children. Commonly known as 
Missionary Kids (MKs), they often live in a “third culture” that is made up 
of American ideas and traditions in combination with the local culture. 
Because of this, they need to be well prepared educationally for entry or 
re-entry into an American school system and American culture.

Haskell Indian Nations University Lutheran Campus 
Ministry Expansion – Lawrence, Kansas — $100,000
Less than five percent of Native American people know Jesus Christ as 
their personal Savior. LIGHT (Lutheran Indians Gathering and Helping 
Together) Ministry offers a unique opportunity to proclaim the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ to 1000 Haskell Indian Nations University (HINU) students, 
representing over 145 federally funded tribes from more than 40 states 
on the campus of HINU in Lawrence, Kansas. Some students will be able 
to be recruited and trained for professional church work vocations in 
the Lutheran Church. Many of the students who will be served by the 
Lutheran Campus Ministry will be able to return to their communities as 
witnesses to the power of the Gospel.

local congregations. The cafés provided opportunities for adults to 
learn more about American culture. 

•  BHITC aided refugees and immigrants in opening a restaurant, establish-
ing a sewing co-operative business, and finding employment. 

•  A group of Burundian Lutheran refugees were provided with outreach 
tools and support to help welcome more than 75 new Burundians as 
they arrived in Cleveland.

•  50 local Christians were trained by BHITC in cross-cultural ministry and 
evangelism. 

“The volume of ministry that has resulted from the LWML’s support of 
BHITC is nearly impossible to track,” says Rev. Jeff Johnson, BHITC Executive 
Director. “Ministry in Cleveland is not the same; we’re now more attuned 
to cross-cultural mission. The women of the LWML continue to amaze me 
with their prayers and focus on the Kingdom of our Lord.” Q
We thank Brian Upton, Assistant Director, Building Hope in the City, for provid-
ing this article. To learn more about these efforts, contact Building Hope in the 
City at 216-281-4673, or visit online at www.buildinghopeinthecity.org.

Mission Grants
2011–2013 Biennium
Mission Goal: $1,825,000.00

 1. Support for Lutheran Orphanages – Haiti  ...........$70,000

 2. Lutheran Braille Workers 
  Plate Embossing Device  .......................................... $100,000

 3. Lutheran Bible Translators (LBT) 
  Spread God’s Word  
  Through Print and Audio  ...........................................$97,344

 4. Outreach to At-Risk Children – 
  Detroit, Michigan  .........................................................$55,000

 5. Cancer Care Package Ministry  ............................... $100,000

 6. Crow Indian Ministry – Montana  ......................$69,999.64

 7. Exodus 2:6 Project: Spiritual Care in 
  Disasters – Texas, Louisiana, Oklahoma  ...............$50,000

 8. Children’s Nutrition and 
  Care – Vietnam ..............................................................$72,255

 9. Grace Place for LCMS 
  International Missionaries  ........................................$75,000

 10. Pregnancy Center: Newborn 
  Protection – Malaysia, Southeast Asia  .................$54,500

 11. The Lutheran Malaria Initiative – 
  Kenya, East Africa  ..................................................... $100,000

 12. Two Graduate Scholarships for 
  International/Minority Students – 
  Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, Missouri  ...............$50,000

 13. Project JOEL — Outreach to Youth 
  Central/South America  ..............................................$75,000

 14. Children’s Developmental Disabilities 
  Group Home and Rehabilitation 
  Center – Dominican Republic  ............................... $100,000

 15. Missionary Family Care and Education  ............... $100,000

 16. Gospel Outreach Through 
  Open Arms Child Care  .................................................$65,000

 17. Haskell Indian Nations University 
  Lutheran Campus Ministry Expansion – 
  Lawrence, Kansas  ..................................................... $100,000

 18. Financial Support for LCMS Prison 
  and Jail Ministry Conference  ....................................$27,500

 19. Physical and Spiritual Nourishment for 
  the Impoverished – United States/Mexico 
  Border [partial funding] .......................................$28,470.36

Current Mission Grants Highlighted This Issue

Check the latest updates for mites received 
and grants funded at www.lwml.org
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