
btw is the acronym for “by the Way ( Jesus).” It sets the tone for the current issue. btw...by the way (Jesus)

Hi, My Name is Michele. 
What is yours? By Michele Yamanaka

She was a classmate and was constantly in my thoughts. She spoke English 
with an accent. Her skin tone was noticeably different from mine. I knew 

that God wanted me to talk with her about Jesus … and I was terrified. 

I had never known anyone who 
was different from me. What 
should I say? What do I talk 
about? What if I offend her? What 
if I put my foot in my mouth? 
What if I try to talk to her and my 
mouth opens and nothing comes 
out and I stand there, looking like 
an idiot? What if? What if? 

But the same Holy Spirit who was 
prompting me to witness also 
brought Bible promises to mind: 
You shall be my witnesses (Acts 1:8 
NAS); I am with you always (Mat-
thew 28:20); I have put my words 
in your mouth (Isaiah 51:16); [M]y 
word … will not return to me empty 
(Isaiah 55:11); and I can do all 
things through him who strength-
ens me (Philippians 4:13 ESV). 

He wanted me to witness about 
Him, but He was the One who 
was doing all the work. He just 
wanted me to trust Him and 
open my mouth so He could fill it. 

I claimed His Philippians 4:13 
promise, walked over to my 
classmate, and said, “Hi, my 
name is Michele. What is yours?” 
There was no earthquake, no 
thunder and lightning. She did 
not slap my face and walk away. 
In fact, she smiled and said, “My 
name is Fantaye.”

I asked about where she was from 
and about her family. I learned she 
was from Ethiopia, was married, and 
had two small children whom she 
had to leave in the care of relatives, 
along with her husband, in Ethiopia. 
In the course of the conversation, I 
learned that she was also very lonely 
because people here did not talk 
with her. 

After we talked about her family, it 
was easier for me to talk with her 
and speak about Jesus. I learned that 
she was already a believer in Christ. 
She told me that God had sent me 
to her as an answer to her prayers for 
Christian fellowship. 

If the heavenly Father has put 
someone in your life and heart with 
whom to share Jesus, and you feel 
terrified like I did, tell Him your fears, 
accept His forgiveness for doubt, 
claim His promises, and trust Him 
that the Holy Spirit will do the work. 

Then, take a deep breath, walk up 
to the person, smile and say, “Hi, my 
name is …. What is yours?” God will 
do the rest. Q

I can do all things 
through him who 

strengthens me.
           Philippians 4:13 (ESV)
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