
Six volunteer leaders, trained in St. Louis 
by Phil Meinzen, training and Mentoring 
Coordinator for LCMS Foundation, now 

work in their LWML districts as advocates for 
gift planning. Serving are Dottie Sincebaugh, 
North Dakota District; Sandy Hardies, Michi-
gan District; ruth Ann Arbeiter, Southern 
Illinois; Cheryl Keithly, Pacific Southwest; and 
our mother/daughter team, Glenda Schuft and 
Mary Kay Mages, for Minnesota South. 
Soon after their training was completed, the 
volunteer Gift Planning Advocates (GPAs) 
excelled! At the 2011 LWML Convention in 
Peoria, Dottie and Glenda worked to have all 
materials in place as participants flowed into the 
GOL Special Interest luncheon, while the other 
GPAs prepared for the GOL special presenta-
tion during the convention’s business session.
The GPAs took turns at the GOL Peoria 
display booth, which turned out to be an 
extra-special Godsend for me, as a medical 
emergency with my husband needed my atten-
tion for the better part of two days. Our GPAs 
did a fine job explaining and advocating in my 
absence, resulting in many participants asking 
for more information and/or a follow-up call.
Each GPA will focus on helping others in her 
district better to understand the stewardship of 
charitable estate/gift planning. They will give 

short presentations, guide more to the www.
lwmlgiftplan.org website, submit brief articles 
for newsletters, and receive ongoing training 
through webcam teleconference meetings.

“I once thought that planned giving was for 
wealthy folks, not ordinary women like me,” 
Glenda Schuft reflects. “My husband and I 
were dairy farmers, and we both have ordinary 
jobs. We’ve never lived a high lifestyle. We’re 
just ordinary. But I have learned that planned 
giving is also for us of ordinary means.” 
Glenda’s attorney daughter, Mary Kay Mages, 
adds, “The Gifts of Love program is not 
fundraising. It is a biblical approach to gift and 
estate planning.”
Because her Pacific Southwest District LWML 
encompasses such a large area, Cheryl Keithly 
receives assistance from support team members 
who work beside her and call themselves “GPS-
ers” (Gift Planning Supporters): JoAnn Bradley, 
Barb Virus, and Pat Schutte.

“We’re excited about the potential we have,” 
Linda Koch, past PSW District LWML 
President, said recently. “A lot of women 
need this information, and it’s free.” 
What an excellent way to help expand God’s 
Kingdom — through planned gifts that will 
support LWML and many other LCMS 
ministries! To God be the glory.
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By Pat Bilow

For more information about charitable estate planning, go to www.lwmlgiftplan.org, 
call 1(888)482-8425, or e-mail lwmlgiftplanner@lwml.org. Please consider naming lwml 
in your estate plan. our legal name is lutheran women’s missionary league.
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After years of foundation 
building, LWML’s Gifts of Love 

(GOL) planned giving program 
is expanding. What a blessing!

28 fA l l  2012


