
For more information about testamentary charitable trusts, contact 
lwmlgiftplanner@lwml.org or call toll-free 1(888)482-8425. please 
consider naming lWml in your estate plan. our legal name is lutheran 
Women’s missionary league.

erica and mark continued

after high school graduation, 
marc and erica went to differ-
ent schools, hoping to visit each 
other’s campus and get together 
during breaks. attending college 
was going to be the first time 
they would be apart for any 
length of time. however, marc 
came home sick after a semester 
and, to this day, struggles with 
mental illness and depression.
when erica noticed marc’s de-
pression and his regular absence 
from church, she made it a point 
to encourage him in his faith, es-
pecially to read god’s word regu-
larly. she continues to point her 
brother to Christ, his savior, and 
to help him return to the togeth-
erness they shared as children, re-
minding him about their Baptism 
and the times they approached 
the altar to receive holy Commu-
nion. recalling their confirmation 
lessons together, erica comforts 
marc with the certainty that both 
he and she are being given the 
good gifts of heaven through the 
means of grace. 
marc has become a good uncle 
to erica’s two daughters, ages 
two and nine. he comes over 
and plays with them in the yard 
and reads stories from the little 
Visits books.
over the years, they have been 
the best of friends, a brother and 
a sister who are better together 
because of their bond as twins. 
But the even deeper bond they 
share is that of a sister and a 
brother together in Christ, shar-
ing his love with each other. q

Kaye dumas Wolff, lWml gospel 
outreach Committee Chairman, is 
a mission u Facilitator for lutheran 
hour ministries. she also authored 
the 2006 lutheran hour advent 
devotions in partnership with her 
husband, Rev. paul Wolff.  

fter rounding a bend and gazing 
from the top of a hill, I could see 

Cheryl long’s home, overlook-
ing a field of cows grazing in a valley. 
Over the river and through the woods 
— my arrival in loami, Illinois, brought 
me to a peaceful and tranquil scene after 
a long drive on the road!
Then came the fun part — meeting with 
an lWMl woman! a 25-year veteran 
of lWMl, Cheryl has lived all her life 
in the same home and wouldn’t choose 
to live anywhere else. “This is home here 
with my father,” she tells me. “This suits 
me just fine.” 
Cheryl is equally as comfortable in her 
position as a customer service represen-
tative at a local bank. With her bank-
ing background and her experience as 
the treasurer of the Host Committee 
for the Peoria lWMl Convention for 
her lWMl district (as well as holding 
a number of other lWMl positions 
through the years), Cheryl readily un-
derstood some of the charitable options 
I was suggesting after we completed her 
lifetime Plan for Giving. 
The lifetime Plan for Giving is a survey 
offered by the lCMS Foundation that 

focuses on what is referred to as the five 
“P’s”: prayer, people, property, plans, and 
planners. (Many people find it quite 
revealing to learn about the value of the 
assets they own.) after completing that 
plan, the next step is to define what might 
be appropriate charitable options that 
meet the desires of the prospective donor. 
Cheryl learned how she could create a 
testamentary charitable trust to be fund-
ed at her death with her taxable assets. 
Since the charitable trust is tax-exempt, 
every dollar left from her taxable assets 
will fall into the charitable trust, tax-
free. This option is a big benefit for the 
income recipients of the trust, which, in 
Cheryl’s case, is her father, and certainly a 
big benefit for the future gift to lWMl.
“If my father outlives me,” Cheryl 
explains, “he gets the income benefits of 
the charitable trust for the rest of his life. 
after he passes away, the remainder in the 
trust will be distributed to lWMl. That 
works for me . . . and it’s good for him 
too! If he doesn’t outlive me, every dollar 
that is left will go directly to lWMl.”
Indeed, this type of trust works very well 
for many who see its benefits. “Getting 
this completed is a big relief,” adds Cheryl.
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