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Some of the most beloved people in 
our lutheran family are our mis-
sionaries whose noble purpose is to 

spread the Gospel in countries around 
the world. they and their families face 
challenges and obstacles in their sac-
rificial ministry that are unimaginable 
to us. their lives and the emotions they 
feel are totally different from our own. 
in 2011, a national lWml grant made it 
possible for Grace place lutheran Well-
ness ministries, the st. louis, missouri–
based recognized service organization, 
to offer a retreat in phuyket, thailand, 
on november 7–11, 2012, for missionar-
ies and their families.
because of budget constraints, this 
was the first time for the missionaries 
to gather as a team in asia since 2004, 
and the first-ever opportunity for most 
of the spouses and children of the 18 
missionary families to meet. bringing 
together missionaries as well as mks 
— missionary kids — for encourage-
ment and support made this retreat a 
resounding success!
Growing up as “third-culture kids,” as 
Grace place founder and chief executive 

officer, Dr. John eckrich, calls these mis-
sionary children, presents both blessings 
and challenges. many of the youngsters 
live in a different country from their birth, 
and many have parents from two differ-
ent cultures. some struggle with feelings 
that they don’t “fit” in either their home 
country or their mission field.
“What a blessing to have the added 
benefit of an intentional kids program!” 
the rev. Carl hanson, mission facilita-
tor for east asia, expressed in an email 
about the activities for the more than 
20 youngsters, ages 3–17. “During the 
whole retreat the kids were seen as 
people to be ministered to.” hanson 
took part with his wife, Chenhsi, and 
three daughters, ages 3–12.
kathy Gillard, a sunday school teacher 
and lWml member, who with her 
husband, Greg, helped with the chil-
dren’s program, stated, “We’ve seen the 
stresses missionary families face. some 
live in such isolated conditions and 
sometimes unfriendly circumstances. 
many move frequently. the kids clearly 
enjoyed being together and having 
time for fun as kids.” 

Grace place leaders say they were 
blessed to care for the men and women 
“so passionate and committed to the 
lord’s ministry,” shares the rev. Dr. Dar-
rell Zimmerman, Grace place vice presi-
dent and chief program officer. they 
shared Christ-centered approaches to 
strengthen the spiritual, physical, emo-
tional, financial, and vocational health of 
all participants so that, in the words of 
Dr. Zimmerman, “all our church workers 
will stay strong, healthy, and joyful in 
ministry so they can continue in their 
vocations for years to come.”
With the help of lWml grant support, 
two more Grace place international 
missionary retreats are in the works: one 
in the summer of 2013, on the island of 
malta for those serving in eurasia, and 
one in 2014, for missionaries serving in 
latin america. 
Grace place provides retreats for a vari-
ety of professional church workers and 
their spouses, including pastors, teach-
ers, directors of Christian education, and 
deaconesses. for more information, 
visit www.graceplacewellness.org 
or call 314-842-3077.
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