
Welcome to my last donor story for the 
Lutheran Woman’s Quarterly before I turn the 
reins over to Linda Gage, my successor — 
exactly the right person placed by God at the 
right time for this position. What a privilege 
to have served the LWML in this first-ever 
LWML Gift Planning Counselor position! 
(Likewise, what a privilege to continue serv-
ing in a reduced capacity.)
It’s fortuitous that LaDonna etzel closes out 
my column that features donor stories. After 
beginning this venture with LWML in 2007, 
my very first convention gift-planning pre-
sentation was to the wonderful women at the 
2008 LWML Montana District Convention. 
LaDonna became my first face-to-face contact 
from this venue to discuss charitable estate 
planning. She even traveled 150 miles to meet 
me half way. (Montana is a big state!)
As is usual, timing — and prayer — is every-
thing. LaDonna was interested, but the timing 
was not right. She was in the process of mov-
ing to North Dakota. Her farmland was the 
primary resource she thought good for funding 
a charitable trust, once she understood the con-
cept. The trust could provide continuing income 
for her and equitable income for her daughters 
when the Lord called her home. However, she 

wanted to make the physical move first and 
then set aside time to understand better all the 
ramifications for such a momentous decision. 
Smart woman!
Through the years, we stayed in touch by nu-
merous phone calls and five face-to-face meet-
ings. each contact put one or two pieces of the 
puzzle in place; our last meeting included her 
daughter, Janet Koppinger. The puzzle was now 
complete. All four of LaDonna’s daughters —
Janet, plus Carmen Madler, Lynette Coop, and 
Marlene Kuca — confirmed her decision. The 
Montana farmland would be the blessing that 
LaDonna returned to the Lord. “It made me 
feel better knowing that my girls were behind 
my decision,” LaDonna says.
Ironically, just two weeks after all the docu-
ments were signed, LaDonna suffered a stroke 
while visiting her daughter Carmen in raleigh, 
North Carolina. “It happened so fast,” she re-
calls. “I really don’t remember those days in the 
hospital.” Many people prayed for her recovery, 
and her healing followed. LaDonna was back 
in her apartment with hardly a trace from her 
stroke, when I last visited. 
“God is good,” she said. “everything happened 
according to His plan. It’s all in His good and 
perfect time!” 

all in 
god’s 
time
By Pat Bilow

For more information about charitable estate planning, go to www.lwmlgiftplan.org, 
call 1(888)482-8425, or email lwmlgiftplanner@lwml.org. Please consider naming LWML 
in your estate plan. Our legal name is Lutheran Women’s Missionary League.
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You have 
searched 

me, Lord, 
and you 

know me.
Psalm 139:1
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