
 YOUNGwomen

a  time  to  pray ...
Familia. Famille. Famiglia. No matter how you say it, it means family. Family 
members come in di#erent shapes and sizes, quirks and all. From broken 
to seemingly perfect, there is a wide spectrum of diversity when it comes 
to those we hold most dear. In family, we "nd nurturing, protection and 
encouragement, but we also "nd heartache, frustration, and emptiness. 
God’s plan for families includes enjoying the love and relationships that He 
makes possible for us through faith in Jesus Christ. It is in this family rela-
tionship with our Triune God that our Father teaches us how to strengthen 
and enjoy the relationships we have with others. Because Jesus reached out 
to us from the cross, we are the children of God who can reach out to Him 
and be strengthened in our love for each other, especially the members of 
our family, as we live lives together of repentance and forgiveness.
Joshua 24:15: But if serving the LORD seems undesirable to you, then choose 
for yourselves this day whom you will serve … as for me and my household, 
we will serve the LORD.

For more information ... Check out Impressions, the newsletter for young women, at www.lwml.org. 

Dear Father,
I recently took a picture 
with my children, and my 
daughter is taller than I 
am! When did that hap-
pen? My family is changing 
right before my eyes, and 
I know I need to take time 
every day to re!ect on the 
incredible blessings You 
have given me. My bless-

ings extend beyond the family members that live in my home. It is 
with a grateful heart that I thank You, Lord, for the generations of 
wonderful Christian role models You have placed in my life. I have 
much to be thankful for!

  Your loving daughter

Sara has an abiding respect for The 
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 
as her great, great grandparents 

were among the founding congregation 
in Altenburg, Missouri! These deep roots 
fuel her love for serving in the LWML. She 
has heard many interesting stories about 
the church at family gatherings; just ask 
her about the piano at the bottom of the 
Mississippi River!
When she isn’t working as an accountant 
for a nonpro"t theatre that funds scholar-
ships and programs for students at local 
schools, she continues to share her love 
for Christ through volunteerism. She 
serves the Lord with gladness as the Eng-
lish District LWML Webmaster and Vice 
President of Christian Outreach as well as 
a leader in community service projects, 
such as knitting hats for cancer patients or 
helping children deal with loss. 
Sara is energized by the words of her fa-
vorite Scripture, 1 John 4:7–8: Dear friends, 
let us love one another, for love comes from 
God. Everyone who loves has been born of 
God and knows God. Whoever does not love 
does not know God, because God is love. 
She says, “If I can make just one person 
smile, I’ll know that I’ve shared the love of 
Jesus Christ, and that’s why I’m here — to 
do just that.” Q 
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