
While Phil Zielke, the 
founder of Phil’s Friends, 

battled with cancer twice in his 
lifetime, it became clear to him 
how important hope was during 
the cancer journey. It was then, 
during Phil’s sickest times, that 
he cried out and asked God to 
take him to heaven because he 
didn’t want to be in pain any-
more. However, it wasn’t his time 
to go to heaven, and he came to 
know what he and others could 
do to support cancer patients in a 
Christ-centered way.

Phil realized the only reason he had true hope and peace was be-
cause he knew Jesus Christ as his Lord and Savior. He also looked 
back on how he was supported. A group of people had put together 
a care package for him full of items he desperately needed, and 
they all had signed their names to it. The care package showed that 
people were praying for him and that others took time out of their 
busy schedules to show him they cared. 
The outcome of this experience was the start of Phil’s Friends, 
whose mission is to provide Christ-centered support, hope, and joy 
to those affected by cancer. The organization reaches out in three 
ways: care packages, weekly cards of encouragement, and prayer. 
Friends from across the United States request a care package free-
of-charge at www.philsfriends.org for a friend or family member 
going through cancer. The package is then shipped free-of-charge 
to a home address or delivered by the friend or family member.  

Phil’s Friends also has hospital distribution volunteers who visit 
patients in hospital rooms across the United States.
The age- and gender-specific care packages are delivered in tote 
bags, gym bags, or backpacks. The contents include a Bible, a 
journal, blanket, socks, hat/bandanna, personal card from a child, 
lotion, water bottle, lip conditioner, toothbrush, toothpaste, 
tissues, and a personal letter explaining the Gospel message. 
The cards are created by volunteers of all ages, from students in 
Lutheran schools to LWML groups to volunteers who visit the 
Hope Center outside of Chicago. As recipients are blessed with 
these small things to make their life more comfortable, it is 
heartwarming to see joy on their faces!
In 2015, Phil’s Friends distributed approximately 5,000 care 
packages, visited 2,500 cancer patients in hospitals, engaged 7,500 
volunteers, and supported 6,000 patients with weekly cards. The 
grant from the LWML helps Phil’s Friends by funding the care 
packages, which average $50 apiece. The reason for reaching out 
is to deliver God’s Word to people who are suffering and whose 
worlds are turned upside down. During these difficult times, 
many patients are open to hearing the Gospel message and 
having the Holy Spirit bring them hope and joy in Jesus Christ.
Gina from Illinois shared, “I am excited to tell you I am now 
cancer free! Thank you so much for your cards and letters that 
brought me joy every week and, most important, for your prayers. 
I am so blessed to call all of you my friends!”
Volunteer Carrie shared, “My rotation this month is at Children’s 
Hospital on the hem/onc team. I have learned so much about 
chemo meds and different forms of cancer. I am also learning about 
death as I am caring for a dying child with medulloblastoma (type 
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Mission Goal: $2,000,000  |  2015–2017

GRANTS
Mission

 1. Clean Water and Evangelism Ministry .............................. $50,000

 2. Disaster Response Trailers .................................................... $80,000

 3. Cancer Care Packages — Phil’s Friends ............................ $50,000

 4. Renovation of JEM Seminary Buildings ..........................$120,000

 5. Redeeming Life Maternity Home .....................................$100,000

 6. Hope and Healing to the Navajo People .......................... $75,000

 7. Outreach in Refugee Camps–Lebanon ............................. $72,000

 8. Healthy Families ...................................................................... $60,000

 9. LCMS Global Seminary Initiative ......................................$100,000

 10. Training Teachers and Leaders ..........................................$100,000

 11. Opportunities in Uganda ....................................................$100,000

 12. “In Their Hands and Upon Their Hearts” ........................... $50,000

 13. “We Are God's Workmanship” .............................................. $32,500

 14. Bringing the Gospel to the Lost Sheep of Israel ...........$100,000

 15. Helping Hands Initiative .....................................................$100,000

 16. Deaconess Training ................................................................. $90,000

 17. Lutheran Youth Corps ............................................................. $25,000

 18. Providing Hope for Detroit .................................................$100,000

 19. Rosa Young Academies (Partial) ................................... $14,063.94

KEY: – grant paid in full   – grant partially paid
 
Mission Grant updates are frequently posted at www.lwml.org.

Renovation of JEM Seminary Buildings — $120,000
The seminary in Obot Idim (Nigeria, Africa) continues to be an 
important partner for Gospel proclamation and preparing men for 
ministry in the Lutheran Church in Nigeria. To accommodate the 
record high number of students, the existing dormitories need ren-
ovations. This grant will help to renovate the buildings so they are 
safe and serviceable under the burden of larger student numbers.

Redeeming Life Maternity Home — $100,000
Redeeming Life Maternity Home provides critical housing and 
support services to single expectant and single post-partum 
women who, due to the circumstances in their lives, have nowhere 
to go and little or no family support. This grant will help provide 
critical housing and program services for residents and their babies.

Hope and Healing to the Navajo People — $75,000
Native American people often live in dire poverty, experience high 
rates of unemployment, suicide, and domestic, sexual, and sub-
stance abuse. Less than 5 percent of Native Americans know Jesus 
Christ as their Savior. With this grant, Lutheran Indian Ministries will 
be able to impact the communities for the sake of Christ’s kingdom 
to identify, recruit, equip, and empower Native people to become 
spiritual leaders among their own people.

of brain cancer). I have never been involved with a dying child, and it 
has been heartbreaking for me. I watch the daily struggle of the parents 
as they watch her weaken. Your foundation has come to my mind a lot 
this month. I have had many children who have been newly diagnosed. 
The parents seem so overwhelmed and frightened. All of their lives are 
put on hold. They desperately need the support that your foundation can 
provide. I hope that you are doing well. Take care, and God bless.”
Through this grant, the LWML has been a partner in a caring ministry 
to the many people suffering with cancer. LWML funding is able to 
provide the support, hope, and joy found in Jesus! Q
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