
Kindliness is Next to Godliness 
Devotion 

 
Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave 
you (Ephesians 4:32 NIV). 
 

Kindliness in Human Character 
Something in the nature of human kindness provokes and awakens gentle gladness of the soul. 
Human life depends upon “normal” considerations of tenderness, sympathy, helpfulness, 
usefulness, and charitable benevolence to structure itself peacefully around marriage and family, 
neighbors, church life, organizations, and government. Everyday thoughtful kindheartedness is 
recognized in the heart of humanity; it often fuels and nurtures a useful response.  
 

Do you remember the fun of the Random-Acts-Of-Kindness craze? Even now the movement 
exists to provide happy memories along a path toward better outcomes in the huge variety of 
human relationships. By virtue of a series of individually-selected deeds – extended with 
vigorous spontaneity, often enough, without plan or pattern, and by any willing person – we 
could bond to the good within the worldwide social structure. Something uncomplicated and 
needing only our smallest effort – such as a well-placed smile, for example – is a kindness that 
has no language or ability prerequisites. It is a blessing to be acknowledged, greeted, and 
accepted.  
 

Kindness in Christian Character 
Since kindness is found so inconsistently in all of human nature, what is its source? Where does 
kindness come from? Believers learn that kindness is the holy prerogative of the eternal Creator 
God. All through Scripture, He makes this known to us. It is not separate from His love, 
perfection, goodness, generosity, mercy, pity, sympathy, grace, favor, thoughtfulness, gentleness, 
sweet reasonableness, tenderness, caring, self-control, faithfulness, protection, and deliverance. 
Truly these compassions all seem to be infused with and overshadowed by God’s essential, 
divine kindness, making complete the believer’s unity in motivation and purpose, with Christ 
Jesus as our Head. 
 

Unlike erratic human acts of kindness, holy kindness does not ride upon the impulse of diverse 
individual motivation. Christian kindness comes as a gift from the singular and Most High God. 
We are those who bear His Image and are expected to be kind as an outworking of our 
relationship with Him “ … let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds 
and praise your Father in heaven” (Matthew 5:16 NIV). It is true faith, which we offer to God as 
our reasonable service. He is present to moderate our right choices so that we perform them 
rightly. Christian kindnesses are done by the Word of God and the God of the Word so that our 
works will be accepted and praised by Him. This alone has the potential to cause us to offer a 
smile – both within and without! Praise God!     
 

May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and by his grace gave us 
eternal encouragement and good hope, encourage your hearts and strengthen you in every good 
deed and word (2 Thessalonians 2:16-17 NIV).    
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