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When I was a young wife and mother, I 
did lot of reading. I loved the fictional his-
tory novels, and my family would often 
give me books as gifts. They also knew I 
would always read two or three chapters 
of a book and then read the last chapter 
before going back and reading the chap-
ters in-between. I’d tell my family that it 
was because I needed to make sure the 
book was worth reading! 
One Christmas my sister gave me several 
books. As I opened my gift, many of my 
extended family were giggling. I had no 
idea why a gift of books would be funny. 
I quickly realized my sister had carefully 
removed the last chapter from each book 
and wasn’t about to give them back to 
me until I had read the entire book.
As baptized children of God, our manu-
script is already written and sealed with 
the blood of Jesus. We know what the 
last chapter will be: life eternal with our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. We do not 
know what the earlier chapters will bring 
in our lives but, through the working of 
the Holy Spirit, we are reminded each 
day of His love for us. Each chapter of our 
lives will bring us to a different time in 
our faith lives. Each chapter will bring us 
closer to our Lord through joys and sor-
rows, trials and accomplishments. 
God tells us in His Word: Take delight in 
the Lord, and he will give you the desires of 
your heart (Psalm 37:4). My life chapters 
go by quickly, and it is true; the older I 
get, it seems as if the days go by quicker. 

Now as a widow, mother, and grandma, 
I have different joys and concerns than 
I did as a younger wife and mother. As 
my manuscript continues this side of 
eternity, the joys that do not change are 
sharing God’s love with others and, with 
the help of the Holy Spirit, serving Him.
This chapter in my life brings words of 
encouragement to my family and friends. 
Words to my children to love and serve 
our Lord where ever He places you. To 
Lexi, Trevor, and Paxton, I love you but, 
what is more important, Jesus loves you! 
To my brothers and sisters in Christ, how 
do I thank God for you? You have prayed 
and supported me through many years 
of joys and sorrows. Your love and hugs 
are priceless! 
To the LWML: The Time is NOW “to conse-
crate our hands to work for Him, our feet 
to go on His errands, our voice to sing His 
praises, our lips to proclaim His redeem-
ing love, our silver and our gold to extend 
His Kingdom, our will to do His will, and 
every power of our life to the great task of 
bringing the lost and the erring into eter-
nal fellowship with Him.” [LWML Pledge]
As we celebrate Advent, may you look 
to the manger and see the cross — life 
eternal with no beginning and no end.
Merry Christmas!

Trust in the Lord 
with all your 

heart, and lean 
not on your own 

understanding; 
In all your ways 

acknowledge 
Him, and He shall 

direct your paths. 
Do not be wise in 

your own eyes; fear 
the Lord and 

depart from evil.
Proverbs 3:5–7
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