
The anticipation of becoming a first-time 
grandma was something that gave me so 
much joy! But getting that phone call from 
my daughter, Sarah — at only 24 weeks — 
telling me she had to go to the hospital? I 
was scared. The next day and a half were 
filled with my heartfelt prayer, trying to 
find the right words to comfort a worried 
mother-to-be and trying to be the grand-
ma-to-be who would not fall apart. 
I called my LWML sister and friend, Anita 
Beyersdorf, whose daughter was also 
expecting her first child, and she dropped 
everything to come to the hospital and 
pray with me. She shared words I needed 
to hear, words of comfort from Scripture, 
and assured me of God’s love for all of us, 
especially our unborn baby.
It became clear after many tests that Jacob 
would not survive if he weren’t delivered 
soon. Fear was ever-present as we listened 
to the doctors’ and nurses’ explanations. 
Fear was ever-present as we learned that 
Sarah would have a caesarean the next 
day. Our pastor, Rev. Stephen Starke, ar-
rived at the hospital to pray with each of 
us individually and together as a family. 
Sarah and I talked about her greatest 
concern that Jacob be baptized right 
away due to the uncertain circumstances 
of his birth. She asked me to make that 
happen, and I was so glad to be able to 
do something! So I began my quest to 
provide whatever was needed to have 
Jacob baptized as soon as he was born. 
Nurses told me that he would be taken 
immediately to the NICU where there 
would be sterile gloves and sterile water 
for the pastor to baptize Jacob. Sadly, we 
would not be allowed in the NICU to see 
him baptized.
While Sarah was prepped for surgery, I 
waited outside her door with my husband, 
Dale, and Pastor Starke. My heart was 
heavy, and I could not hold back the tears. 
Pastor’s words comforted us. Becoming 
grandparents shouldn’t happen this way, 
he told us, but we will get through this 
together with God’s help. 

When Sarah’s door opened, she walked 
out and announced, “Let’s go have a baby!” 
Brave and strong, she made me so proud. 
As Pastor, Dale, and I sat in the waiting 
room, a nurse came in to tell us the 
Baptism plans needed to change because 
the baby would be too unstable. Rather 
than take the chance of not having a 
Baptism at all, Pastor would have a short 
opportunity as Jacob was en route from 
the delivery room to the NICU. 
At 5:44 p.m. we heard the lullaby 
playing on the loudspeaker, and we 
knew Jacob was born. 
Quickly, Pastor Starke donned purple 
sterile gloves, and we stood by, as Jacob 
became a beloved child of God right 
there in the middle of a busy hospital 
hallway. What a powerful witness to 
the people who stopped to watch this 
blessed event! I videotaped Jacob’s Bap-
tism on my cell phone to share with Sarah 
since she was still in the operating room.
As I write these words, Jacob is celebrat-
ing his second birthday. What a blessing 
and what a milestone for a little boy who 
was only given a 35 percent chance of 
survival! God had different plans for him. 
Throughout his 262 days in the NICU, we 
experienced many ups and downs, as 
Jacob would have setbacks and surger-
ies. However, God used the nurses, the 
doctors, and many praying friends to bring 
Jacob to where he is today. Our faith has 
been strengthened as we have seen what 
a mighty God can and does do in our lives. 
I’ve seen Sarah walk through a lot in 
these two years. It hasn’t been easy. One 
moment that stands out for me was 
when things were looking very bad for 
Jacob and we were called to the hospital. 
Sarah said, “Mom, I know that someday 
Jacob will be going home … either going 
home with me or going home to be with 
Jesus, and I am at peace with that!” 
God has used a little boy to bring about a 
miracle. To God be the glory! Q 
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