
through an lWml 
mission grant for 
most ministries, 

24 lutheran students were 
provided scholarships to serve on 
short-term mission trips. to date, 
14 students have completed their 
mission experiences, with another 
10 students preparing to go out in 
the near future. Carly Hatcher, 
executive director of most 

ministries, said, “These students came from all over and 
served all over! They worked on three continents and 
six countries: Costa rica, the dominican republic, 
guatemala, latvia, nicaragua, and tanzania.”
Vicar Kevin duff (a student at the seminary in st. 
louis, doing his vicarage at redeemer lutheran 
Church in Peoria, illinois) participated on a construc-
tion team to the dominican republic that served at 
good shepherd lutheran Home, a group home for 
orphans with disabilities. This team built a cistern to 
provide dependable water for the residents. in response 
to the question, “What have i learned about my own 
Christian calling?” he replied, “as a vicar, my eyes are 
wide open in where god calls me to eventually serve as 
a pastor. For most of my life, i had never really con-
sidered international mission work as a possibility for 
ministry, and i have yet to see to what degree our lord 
will use me in that regard, but through this short-term 

mission trip god has truly opened my eyes in showing 
me that He is faithful wherever i go. and as the lord 
wills, perhaps serving outside of the united states as a 
pastor could become a reality for me in the future.” 
an eyeglass team to tanzania included rachel We-
gener, a student from Concordia university Chicago. 
The eyeglass mission trips provide an opportunity for 
team members to share the gospel message to patients 
who come to the clinic. additionally, team members 
do home visits with the local pastor. This team baptized 
188 people and provided 572 people with eyeglasses. 
rachel abenth, from michigan, served on a trip to 
nicaragua that was designed for water purification, 
health and hygiene clinics for adults and children, and 
the installation of skylights in homes for people that 
lived in the community. rachel said that this trip was 
life changing! she shares, “it is truly amazing what can 
happen when things are in god’s hands and what He 
is capable of doing by connecting people from all across 
the world. i am very blessed not only to had have this 
experience of helping the people of nicaragua, but also, 
through the power of the Holy spirit, to have helped 
spread the Word of god to those in need. i plan on 
continuing this work because it has a special place in 
my heart and a big part of my life.” 
an english language camp for latvian students led 
anna (a student at Concordia university, st. Paul, 
minnesota) and ashley reincke (a student at north-
wood university, midland, michigan) to take part 
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Mission goal: $2,000,000 | 2015–2017

granTS
Mission

 1. clean Water and Evangelism Ministry .............................. $50,000

 2. Disaster response trailers .................................................... $80,000

 3. cancer care Packages — Phil’s Friends ............................ $50,000

 4. renovation of JEM seminary Buildings ..........................$120,000

 5. redeeming Life Maternity Home .....................................$100,000

 6. Hope and Healing to the Navajo People .......................... $75,000

 7. outreach in refugee camps–Lebanon ............................. $72,000

 8. Healthy Families ...................................................................... $60,000

 9. LcMs Global seminary initiative ......................................$100,000

 10. training teachers and Leaders ..........................................$100,000

 11. opportunities in uganda ....................................................$100,000

 12. “in their Hands and upon their Hearts” ........................... $50,000

 13. “We are God’s Workmanship” .............................................. $32,500

 14. Bringing the Gospel to the Lost sheep of israel ...........$100,000

 15. Helping Hands initiative .....................................................$100,000

 16. Deaconess training ................................................................. $90,000

 17. Lutheran Youth corps ............................................................. $25,000

 18. Providing Hope for Detroit .................................................$100,000

 19. rosa Young academies (Partial) ................................... $14,063.94

 
mission Grant updates are frequently posted at www.lwml.org.

Clean Water and Evangelism Ministry — $50,000
in the more than 40 countries that most ministry has served 
through short-term mission trips, teams have become aware 
of the dire need of providing physical and spiritual needs 
through clean water, proper sanitation, health education, 
and Gospel outreach. this lWml grant enables the set-up of 
an evangelism station at the heart of each mission outreach. 
missionaries and pastors of local partner churches will be able 
to deliver life-saving water and hygiene education and impart 
knowledge of the “living water” only Christ can give.

LCMS Disaster Response Trailers–Equipping our 
Congregations to Respond in Time of Disaster — $80,000
in response to the unprecedented number of disasters, the 
lCms has been seeking ways to provide a ministry of presence 
before, during, and after a disaster. By building partnerships, 
the lCms can respond with Christian care within the church 
and throughout our communities. through this grant partner-
ship with the lWml, the lCms is able to increase the capacity 
of 20 congregations to respond in time of disaster, reaching 
out with Christ’s mercy through the establishment of disaster 
response equipment trailers.

Cancer Care Packages–Phil’s Friends — $100,000
Phil’s Friends, an rso (registered service organization) of 
the lCms, was founded to provide Christ-centered support 
through sending care packages, weekly cards, and prayer for 
those battling cancer. With this lWml grant, they are able to 
provide care packages and Christ-centered support for ap-
proximately 2,000 cancer patients.

in this mission trip experience. They used Bible stories for reading 
and writing lessons in the morning; in the afternoon they led sports, 
drama, and craft activities designed to reinforce the english skills 
learned in the morning. What a wonderful way to share the message 
of the gospel! upon her return, anna shared, “i think that is why 
god brought me to latvia: to say “Jesus loves you.” i am so thankful 
that He used me, and i can say as well that i saw how much He loves 
me. Brothers and sisters in Christ, hear me now: Jesus loves you.”
Through this lWml mission grant, Jesus’ love has been shared 
with 2,290 people around the world, with more people to be 
reached in the near future! What an awesome use of our mites … 
truly mites in action! 
Carly Hatcher concludes, “i want to 
thank you [lWml] from the bottom 
of my heart and on behalf of people all 
around the world who can’t thank you in 
person. Thank you for your support that 
has affected so many lives!” Q
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