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A Look at the Tools God Uses to Sow, Nourish, and Reap 
a Bountiful Harvest, Now and for Eternity

by Pastor John Heckmann, LWML Pastoral Counselor 2011-2015

As we made our way home from the Des Moines convention thinking still of the convention theme and the 
fields and fields of beautiful, green crops, we found ourselves sitting in traffic in the urban sprawl of Dallas, 
Texas. As the cars moved slowly past us, the words to a Brandon Heath song came to mind. You may have 
heard it. It is entitled, “Give Me Your Eyes” and it contains this prayer: 

Give me Your eyes for just one second
Give me Your eyes so I can see
Everything that I keep missing

Give me Your love for humanity
Give me Your arms for the broken-hearted

The ones that are far beyond my reach
Give me Your heart for the ones forgotten

Give me Your eyes so I can see.

One of the Bible verses those words bring to mind is John 4:35 where Jesus says to us, using the same 
agricultural theme that this Prayer Service is going to use, “Do you not say, ‘There are yet four months, then 
comes the harvest’? Look, I tell you, lift up your eyes, and see that the fields are white for harvest.”

So, we begin a time of worship that will revolve around the various tools needed to bring about a bountiful 
harvest, whether it is the thousands of acres farmed in Iowa and other states, our own backyard, or the harvest 
field our Heavenly Father allows us to tend and nourish with and through His Means of Grace. We pray that 
through this time together we may grow the field our Heavenly Father allows us to tend, and we ask Him to 
nourish our desire and ability to share our Jesus, His great love, and His all atoning sacrifice on the cross of 
Calvary with those our Heavenly Father puts in our lives. 

With that said, we pray, “Give me Your eyes for just one second, Give me Your eyes so I can see … “  

Worship Notes:
1. The hymns have been selected to reflect the theme of each section of the service. However, alternate 

hymns and songs that more appropriately fit the local congregation’s or worshipers’ needs may be 
substituted. It is recommended that the entire hymn be sung. If there are time constraints sing only the 
verses listed. 

2. To help the focus for each section of the service, a PowerPoint presentation has been created. If it is not 
possible to project those images, you may consider printing copies of the pictures or finding models of the 
various farm and garden implements to display. 

3. As a part of each section take time to discuss with two or three others ways in which you have taken 
part in each of the steps. Discuss what has worked well and what techniques have not worked so well. 
Let this discussion time be a time not to brag about how awesome you are, or how lousy your brother 
or sister in Christ is, but as a time to encourage one another and to share how God has used you in His 
great task of bringing the lost and the erring into eternal fellowship with Him. As hard as it is, you will 
only have two or three minutes for this time of discussion each round or we could be together for many 
hours, which would not be all bad. Be sure to hear from everyone.

4. Designations: L is leader; C is congregation; R is reader.
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Opening Hymn

“Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty” LSB 901, TLH 1, LW 198, LBW 250 (Stanzas 1, 5)
Or

“Lord Jesus Christ, Be Present Now” LSB 902, TLH 3, LW 201, LBW 253 (Stanzas 1, 2)

Invocation

L: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

L: And God is able to make all grace abound to you,
C: so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work  

(2 Corinthians 9:8). 

Plowing . . .

L: As we consider the often difficult work of plowing the field and preparing it for seed, hear the words of our 
Heavenly Father through St. Paul as He says in Colossians 3:23-24,

C: Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men, knowing that from the Lord you 
will receive the inheritance as your reward. You are serving the Lord Christ. 

. . . in biblical times

R1: The plow used in biblical times was a very light tool that barely scratched the surface of the soil.   The 
farmer would hold the handle of the plow with one hand while he would carry the goad used to prod the 
animal pulling the plow in his other hand. Jesus said in Luke 9:62, “No one who puts his hand to the plow 
and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.” It would be a disaster for the farmer to look back, because his 
implement is so light that it would quickly bounce out of the ground and go off course.

. . . in modern times

R2: The plow used in farming operations today is much different from the plow used in Old Testament times, or 
in Jesus’ day, or even 150 years ago as the settlers were moving west and plowing up the prairie, but the 
purpose is the same, to turn over the upper layer of the soil, bringing fresh nutrients to the surface, while 
burying weeds and the remains of previous crops, allowing them to break down. It also aerates the soil, 
and allows it to better hold moisture. 

. . . in the garden

R3: Different tools or instruments are used to achieve the same desired results. It may be a hoe, a potato fork, 
a shovel, a push plow, or maybe just a hand scratching around in the dirt to loosen the soil so that seeds 
can be planted. 

. . . in God’s harvest field

R4: Today, as we prepare to sow, nourish, and reap in our Heavenly Father’s harvest field, one of the most 
important parts in the process is the proper preparation of the soil, for, just as happens in the backyard, 
we live in a world, in communities, in congregations, even in families where the soil is hard and the 
weeds are many. Of all the work put into bringing forth a crop, plowing is probably the toughest, yet most 
important. The same is true in God’s harvest field as our Father works through us to unsettle the status 
quo, to overturn the traditional, and even to attempt to bring about change in the deep-rooted way in which 
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“we have always done this or that.” The hardest work in the kingdom of God is to turn over this soil in 
preparation for planting, for it is here that you and I find the most resistance.

R5: How is this ground plowed? It is plowed through fervent and constant prayer as we ask God the Holy 
Spirit to work in the life of the one in whom we desire to share the seed of God’s Word through which faith 
springs forth so that the ground may be ready and the seed may take root and grow. 

Confession of Sins and God’s Word of Forgiveness

L: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, asking 
Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. God is able to make all grace abound to 
you,

C: that we will abound in every good work.

L: We confess our sins unto the Lord. 
C: Almighty God, our bountiful Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You that we are by 

nature sinful and unclean and that we have sinned against You by not faithfully plowing the ground 
in anticipation of planting the seed of Your Word which You have given to us. We seek refuge in 
Your abounding grace to forgive and to equip us with the desire to do the difficult work of preparing 
the soil for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.

L: God has heard our heartfelt confession. He is able to make grace abound in each of us. He has given us 
the tools we need to plow the soil and has promised to give us the opportunities and the courage to do the 
difficult work He asks of us. He has had mercy upon us and has given us His only begotten Son to die for 
us and for His sake forgives us all our sins. Help us Lord to rejoice in this Good News that is ours, and ours 
to share. 

C: Amen! 

To Discuss

So that we may learn and grow from each others’ experiences, discuss with each other ways in which you 
have prepared the soil for the planting of God’s Word.
What has worked well?
What techniques have not worked so well?

Prayer

(Pause for a moment to consider what “fields” God has placed around you that need to be plowed so that the 
seed may be planted.)

L: Let us pray:
C: Heavenly Father, so often we must confess that when the time arrives for the hard work of plowing 

the field in preparation for seed planting, we would prefer to let others do the work, or just skip this 
step altogether. You know just how difficult it is to turn over the soil that is so full of the weeds of 
sin and the hardness of hearts not in tune with You. As You give me opportunity to plow, I pray that 
You would also give me the know-how to use the tool of Your Word in this most important step in 
the making of disciples of all nations. Especially as I consider the field that just came to mind, give 
me the courage to start plowing, the wisdom to know how best to go about it, and receptive ground 
that will be prepared to receive the seed. I pray this in Jesus’ name. Amen!

L: St. Paul says in 1 Corinthians 9:10, speaking of supporting those who share the Gospel, 
C: The plowman should plow in hope and the thresher thresh in hope of sharing in the crop. We 

pray that we, too, may plow in hope, in the sure and certain confidence of sharing the kingdom of 
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heaven with many others who have been saved because of the opportunities God has given us to 
plow.

Sowing . . .

Hymn

“Fruitful Trees, the Spirit’s Sowing” LSB 691, HS98 875 (Stanzas 1, 2)
Or

“We Are Called to Stand Together” LSB 828 (Stanzas 1, 4, 5)
Or

“Spread the Reign of God the Lord” LSB 830, TLH 507, LW 321, LBW 379 (Stanzas 1-4)

. . . the Seed

L: Having prepared the soil, the seed of God’s Word is ready to be planted. St. Peter reminds us: 
C: You have been born again, not of perishable seed but of imperishable, through the living and 

abiding word of God; for “All flesh is like grass and all its glory like the flower of grass. The grass 
withers, and the flower falls, but the word of the Lord remains forever.” And this word is the good 
news that was preached to you (1 Peter 1:23-25).

 
. . . in biblical times

R1: When it came time to sow, the sower in biblical times would customarily sling a bag over his shoulder 
and walk along through the field broadcasting or flinging the seed over the already plowed and prepared 
ground. When the seed holder he was carrying ran out of seed he would refill it and continue where he left 
off. Oftentimes someone would follow the sower to make sure the seed had good contact with the soil, thus 
aiding in the germination. The modern day picture would be of a person slinging a little grass seed in the 
backyard to cover a bare spot in the lawn.

. . . in modern times

R2: To the modern farmer, the seed is so valuable that he or she would never think of just broadcasting it while 
hoping for a good return. The farmers today use tractors and planters that are run by GPS so that they 
know exactly where the seed is going and in what quantities, being able to calculate how many seeds are 
planted per acre. The farmer knows how far apart, and how deeply, the seeds need to be planted to get the 
best return on his investment. 

. . . in the garden

R3: The same is true in the garden. We know how many tomatoes or onions or cucumbers we desire, and so 
we read each seed packet to learn not only how deep and how far apart to plant the seeds, but when the 
best time to plant them would be. We do all of this in anticipation of a bountiful harvest. 

. . . in God’s harvest field

R4: Here, too, the child of God is intent on sowing the Word of God so that there can be a harvest. The farmer 
is willing to plant tens of thousands of dollars of seed in the ground in anticipation of a harvest of wheat or 
corn or whatever he planted. The same is true in the backyard, just on a far smaller scale. God has given 
to each of us, His called and redeemed children, the opportunity, through our offerings and prayers, to take 
the most precious and valuable seed of His Word to plant in the fields in which He places us, whether they 
be right here around us, or to the ends of the earth through our offerings and prayers. 
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R5: The words, “to sow”, as used in places like Genesis 26:12; Leviticus 25:3, and others, mean very simply 
“to scatter the seed.” That is what our Heavenly Father calls on each of us to do, to scatter the seed of His 
Word that He gives to us, assuring us that as we are out in the world sowing the seed, we know where our 
source of replenishment is; in the Word of God, in the services of our Lord’s House, and in the Sacrament 
of Holy Communion. 

Confession of Sins and God’s Word of Forgiveness

L: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, asking 
Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. God is able to make all grace abound to 
you,

C: that we will abound in every good work.

L: We confess our sins unto the Lord. 
C: Almighty God, our bountiful Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You that we are by 

nature sinful and unclean and that we have sinned against You by not faithfully sowing the Gospel 
as You would expect of us. We seek refuge in Your abounding grace to forgive and to equip us with 
the desire to do the often difficult work of sowing the seed for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.

L: God has heard our heartfelt confession. He is able to make grace abound in each of us. He declares to 
each of us that our sins are forgiven and that He is willing and able to continually supply us with the seed 
needed to share the Good News of the perfect life, death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ, through 
whom the price of all sin of all time was paid for once and for all, and that we are equipped and empowered 
to be sowers in the field of our Heavenly Father. Help us Lord to rejoice in this Good News that is ours, and 
ours to share. 

C:  Amen! 

To Discuss

So that we may learn and grow from each other’s experiences, discuss with each other ways in which you 
have sown the seed of God’s Word in the fields around you. 
What has worked well?
What techniques have not worked so well?

Prayer

(Pause for a moment to consider the opportunities God is giving you right now to sow the seed of His Word in 
the lives of others.) 

L: Let us pray:
C:  Heavenly Father, thank You not only for the seeds of faith that have been sown in my life by others 

through the working of Your Holy Spirit, but for the opportunity to sow those very same seeds 
in the lives of others. Open my eyes to see the ground that is receptive and ready to receive that 
seed. Give me the courage to plant that seed. I pray that just as the farmer/gardener plants seeds 
in anticipation of the harvest, that I, too, may sow the seeds You provide in anticipation not only of 
a harvest here, but of an eternal harvest with You in Heaven. It is in Jesus’ name that I make these 
requests. Amen! 

L: God the Father reminds us through St. Luke and the parable of the different soils that we are the ones 
who have been entrusted with the seed of God’s Word that is in need of sowing so that the harvest will be 
bountiful.

C: Jesus said, “A sower went out to sow his seed... The seed is the word of God” (Luke 8:5, 11).
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Nurturing . . .

Hymn

“Children of the Heavenly Father” LSB 725, HS98 888, LBW 474 (Stanzas 1, 2)
Or

“Feed Thy Children, God Most Holy” LSB 774, TLH 659, LW 468, 

How the Seed is Nurtured

L: Having prepared the soil and planted the seed, it is now imperative that the seed and seedlings be 
nourished as St. Paul writes to Pastor Timothy, and you and me, in 2 Timothy 3:16-17;

C: All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for 
training in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.

. . . in biblical times

R1: In biblical times, just as is done today, the farmer would see to it that the seedlings had the best possible 
chance for survival by providing all he could to produce a bountiful harvest. The way this was most often 
done was by removing the weeds, when possible without uprooting the good plant, as Jesus said in 
Matthew 13:28-29 in reply to a question about weeds and wheat growing together:

C: “So the servants said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ But he said, ‘No, lest in 
gathering the weeds you root up the wheat along with them.”

R1: When it was possible the weeds would be pulled and the fertilizer, in that day, manure, would be spread to 
give the plant the greatest opportunity to bring forth a harvest. Speaking of a tree that was not bearing fruit, 
the caretaker said:

C: “Sir, let it alone this year also, until I dig around it and put on manure. Then if it should bear fruit 
next year, well and good; but if not, you can cut it down” (Luke 13:8-9).

 
. . . in modern times

R2: The modern day farmer knows just how important cultivation and nurture is when anticipating the harvest. 
He also knows how important it is to be careful around the desirable plants as the weeds are removed to 
conserve moisture and nutrients for the crop. He knows the importance of the right amounts and kinds of 
fertilizer along with, when given the opportunity through irrigation, the necessity of water. 

. . . in the garden

R3: The exact same is seen in the flower or vegetable garden as great care is taken when the weeds are 
being removed lest a good plant is uprooted with the weed. There is also great care taken to water and 
fertilize just right so that the plants we have sown can bring forth a bountiful harvest, say a hundredfold, or 
sixtyfold, or even thirtyfold.

. . . in God’s harvest field

R4: In God’s harvest field we are also called upon and equipped to nurture the seed that has been sown. God’s 
Word and Sacrament of Holy Communion are those tools He has given to us so our faith, and the faith of 
others, is well-watered and fertilized. It is this life-giving water that Jesus shared with the woman at the well 
that still brings nourishment and life today.

C: Jesus said, “whoever drinks of the water that I will give him will never be thirsty again. The water 
that I will give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life” (John 4:14).

R5: It is also important as we nurture these seeds, especially the young seedlings in the lives of others that we 
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are not too harsh when it comes to the uprooting of weeds, lest as we said, as we uproot the weeds, we 
also damage or even uproot the seeds of faith in their lives. Farmers would call it “cultivator blight” when 
they are going through the field uprooting the weeds in the row, only to discover that they were not being 
careful and not only were the weeds being uprooted, but so were the plants. The same can happen as we 
nourish the seeds of faith. Therefore we are called on to be careful lest we rip out the good plants while 
trying to get the weeds. 

C: Help us, Lord, to understand the care needed in nurturing the seeds and seedlings as we share 
Your Law in a loving and kind way as hearts are prepared to hear the nurturing message of the 
Gospel and its life-giving message of forgiveness and life. 

 
Confession of Sins and God’s Word of Forgiveness

L: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, asking 
Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. God is able to make all grace abound to 
you,

C: that we will abound in every good work.
L: We confess our sins unto the Lord. 
C: Almighty God, our bountiful Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You that we 

are by nature sinful and unclean and that we have sinned against You as we have not sought 
the nourishment of Your Word and Sacrament but seek to be filled with things that will rust and 
fade away, while at the same time dealing harshly with the weeds in our brother’s or sister’s life. 
We seek refuge in Your abounding grace to forgive and to equip us with the desire to be fed and 
nourished by the Holy Spirit working through the Means of Grace as we also look for opportunities 
to nourish the seeds of faith sown in others. 

L: God has heard our heartfelt confession. He is able to make grace abound in each of us. He declares to 
each of us that our sins are forgiven and that He is willing and able to continually supply us with the seed 
needed to share the Good News of the perfect life, death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ, through 
whom the price of all sin of all time was paid for once and for all, and that we are equipped and empowered 
to be nourishers in the field of our Heavenly Father. Help us Lord to rejoice in this Good News that is ours, 
and ours to share. 

C:  Amen! 

To Discuss

So that we may learn and grow from each other’s experiences, discuss with each other ways in which you 
have cultivated and nourished the seed of God’s Word in the fields around you, while striving not to uproot the 
good plants. 
What has worked well?
What techniques have not worked so well?

Prayer

(Pause for a moment to consider the opportunities God is giving you right now to nourish and cultivate the 
seed of His Word in your life and in the lives of others.) 

L: Let us pray:
C: Heavenly Father, thank You for not only giving me Your Means of Grace to nourish the seed of faith 

Your Holy Spirit has planted in my life, but also the opportunities You give to me to nourish and 
cultivate the seeds of faith the same Holy Spirit has planted in the lives of others. Help me to see 
the weeds, first and foremost in my life, and then in the lives of others, so that they can be dealt 
with in a loving and caring manner. May the seeds of faith, as Jesus said, fall on the good soil “and 
produce grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty” (Matthew 13:8). It is in the nurturing 
name of Jesus that I pray. Amen! 
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Reaping . . . 

Hymn

“Children of the Heavenly Father” LSB 725, HS98 888, LBW 474 (Stanzas 3, 4)
Or

“Fruitful Trees, the Spirit’s Sowing” LSB 691, HS98 875 (Stanzas 3, 4)
Or

“Spread the Reign of God the Lord” LSB 830, TLH 507, LW 321, LBW 379 (Stanzas 5, 6)

The Urgency of the Harvest

L: Then comes the time for the harvest and Matthew records for us the compassion and heart of our Savior, 
the same compassion and heart we are called upon to have toward others as he records:

C: When He saw the crowds, He had compassion for them, because they were harassed and help-
less, like sheep without a shepherd. Then He said to His disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the 
laborers are few; therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His 
harvest” (Matthew 9:36-38).

 
. . . in biblical times

R1: When it came time to reap, the farmer in biblical times would go into the grain field and harvest the crop 
either by pulling it up by the roots, or cutting it with a type of sickle, depending on what kind of crop it was. 
The grain would then be bundled into sheaves to dry. When ready, the sheaves would be spread on the 
threshing floor and cattle or oxen would walk across it to make the seed come free from the plant. Some-
times sticks would be used to beat the dried plants with the same goal in mind. There were also threshing 
rollers or sledges that could be drawn by animals over the plants on the threshing floor, once again to sepa-
rate the harvest from the dead plants and chaff, which would either be thrown back onto the field or burned, 
while the harvest was gathered into the barns. 

. . . in modern times

R2: Today the modern farmer has equipment that costs tens of thousands of dollars, if not hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars, to bring in the harvest. The process is basically the same as the machine that is driven 
through the fields separates the seed from the dead plants and chaff, returning what is not needed back to 
the ground for its nourishment, while collecting the harvest so that it can be safely stored for future use.

. . . in the garden

R3: In the garden it is much the same as we separate the harvest from the dead, dried plants that brought 
about that harvest. Much of the work is done by hand, picking the produce and bringing it into the house; 
while the dead, dried up plants are left in the garden to decompose and nourish the ground. 

. . . in God’s harvest field

R4: In God’s field, He is the One who does the harvesting, following the same principle we have been talking 
about of separating what is to be kept and stored away from what will be cast out and destroyed. When we 
get right down to it this is very serious business, for our Lord says to us through John the Baptist:

C: “His winnowing fork is in His hand, and He will clear His threshing floor and gather His wheat into 
the barn, but the chaff He will burn with unquenchable fire” (Matthew 3:12).
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Confession of Sins and God’s Word of Forgiveness

L: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, asking 
Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. God is able to make all grace abound to 
you,

C: that we will abound in every good work.

L: We confess our sins unto the Lord. 
C: Almighty God, our bountiful Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You that we are 

by nature sinful and unclean and that we have sinned against You as we have sought not to reap a 
harvest for You, but for ourselves, leaving Your work to be done by others. We seek refuge in Your 
abounding grace to forgive us for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.

L: God has heard our heartfelt confession. He is able to make grace abound in each of us. He declares to 
each of us that our sins are forgiven through the blood of Jesus Christ shed on Calvary, that we are His 
harvest destined for eternity in heaven where rust and moth will not destroy, and that He is willing to give us 
ongoing opportunities to be of service to Him in His harvest field. 

C: Amen! 

To Discuss

So that we may learn and grow from each other’s experiences, discuss with each other ways in which you 
have witnessed God’s harvest in the fields around you. 
 

Prayer
(Pause for a moment to consider the opportunities God has given to you to witness His harvest take place.) 

L: Let us pray:
C: Heavenly Father, we thank You for the harvest that has taken place, continues to take place, and 

will continually take place until You see fit to send Jesus who will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead. Use me as a worker in Your harvest field however, wherever, and whenever You 
have need of me, reminding me that this is Your work, not mine. I have not, will not, cannot convert 
a single soul, but You do through the working of the Holy Spirit and Your Means of Grace. Remind 
me of that over and over again so that my work in Your field may be done with great joy and eager-
ness. I ask this in the life-giving name of Jesus Christ. Amen!!

Bottom Line
R5: Our Heavenly Father gives each of us many opportunities to be involved in each of the steps from  

preparing the soil, to planting the seeds, to nourishing those seeds and seedlings, to being a part of the 
harvest.

R4: Jesus shows us the perfect example of this as He interacts with the Samaritan woman at the well. He 
prepared the soil by asking for a drink, breaking down all sorts of social and religious barriers, (John 4:4-9)

R3: He sowed as He lovingly, yet truthfully, shared with her the message of the Law as He confronts her with 
her sins so that He could share with her the life-giving water, (John 4:10)

R2: He cultivated and nurtured that seed by getting involved with her on a very personal basis, and answering 
the questions that she had, (John 4:16-26)

R1: He reaped the harvest, not only in this woman’s life, but also in the lives of many in the community in which 
she lived as God used her to prepare that soil, plant those seeds, nourish them, and see the harvest, (John 
4:26, 39-42) with the bottom line being;
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C: Jesus said, “My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to accomplish His work. Do you not 
say, ‘There are yet four months, then comes the harvest’? Look, I tell you, lift up your eyes, and see 
that the fields are white for harvest. Already the one who reaps is receiving wages and gathering 
fruit for eternal life, so that sower and reaper may rejoice together. For here the saying holds true, 
‘One sows and another reaps.’ I sent you to reap that for which you did not labor. Others have 
labored, and you have entered into their labor” (John 4:34-38). What a blessing to be chosen tools in 
the Master’s hands.

 
L: Let us pray to the Lord of the Harvest.
C: Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation; But deliver us from evil; 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

League Pledge

L: We are His servants.
C: In fervent gratitude for the Savior’s dying love and His blood-bought gift of redemption we dedicate 

ourselves to Him with all that we are and have;
L: We all have different tasks and responsibilities in God’s field.
C: and in obedience to His call for workers in the harvest fields, we pledge Him our willing service 

wherever and whenever He has need of us.
L: We are in this together, not competing with each other, but using everything our Father has given to us in 

His service and for the good of His Kingdom.
C: We consecrate to our Savior our hands to work for Him, our feet to go on His errands, our voice 

to sing His praises, our lips to proclaim His redeeming love, our silver and our gold to extend His 
Kingdom, our will to do His will, and every power of our life,

L: It is God who causes the growth, both here on earth and for all eternity in heaven. All of God’s children say 
“Amen” as we rejoice in the fact that God has called us to work for Him, in and for His Kingdom. 

C: to the great task of bringing the lost and the erring into eternal fellowship with Him. Amen!
 
L: St. Paul says in 1 Corinthians 3:6-9, 
C: I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. So neither he who plants nor he who waters is 

anything, but only God who gives the growth. He who plants and he who waters are one, and each 
will receive his wages according to his labor. For we are God’s fellow workers. You are God’s field, 
God’s building. 

The Benediction

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with us all. 
C: Amen!

The Closing Hymn 
“For the Fruits of His Creation” LSB 894, HS98 905, LBW 563 (Stanzas 1, 3)

Or
“Hark, the Voice of Jesus Crying” LSB 827, LSB 826, TLH 496, LW 318, LBW 381 (Stanzas 1, 4)
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