
Lutheran Women in Action
news

The Singing Sohl-Soul Sisters  by Sharon Rapp

Julie denHerder, Worship and Music Ministry director at mount 
olive lutheran Church and school, des moines, iowa, conduct-
ed more than 400 voices and 30 instrumentalists for the opening 
and closing worship services at the Des Moines convention. “I am 
excited to work with musicians from across the country … to form 
one musical body with one purpose … to praise God.”
among the sopranos were a special set of sisters and sister-in-law, the 
singing Sohl/Soul sisters — Charlotte (Sohl) Herrell, Sharon (Sohl) 
Sampson and Sharon rapp — who attended convention along with 
a third Sohl sister, Freda Piazza. They introduced themselves, saying, 
“These are my sister-in-law’s sisters. This is my sister’s sister-in-law.”  
“We four (and more!) have sung and worshipped together at conven-
tions and churches in several states. We have gathered to celebrate 
children’s and grandchildren’s accomplishments and special events. 
We have lifted each other up in prayer, grieved together, shared tears 
of joy and concern, and laughed a lot,” shares Sharon Rapp, Quarterly 
Bible Study Editor.
“a recent visit involved meeting in Wisconsin for a surprise celebra-
tion of fourth Sohl sister Irene’s 70th birthday. Blessed with four 
sisters-in-law, I think of these three women also as sisters-in-love. 
after all, it is love that first connected us and a shared love of our 
Lord that makes and keeps us soul sisters.”

Deep Appreciation for the Convention’s Video Streaming
Barb davis of immanuel, Bay City, michigan, shares her gratitude: “To all the 
people who made the convention possible for those of us at home, a heartfelt 
THANK YOU. The video streaming was more than wonderful for me, since I was 
not able to be in Des Moines due to physical limitations. Being able to download the 
opening and closing services was a blessing. During my hours spent at my computer, 
I sang, prayed with the convention attendees, laughed, and even cried a few moments.  
President Kay did a great job of leading the sessions, and now I, along with thousands 
of other LWMLers, look forward to our new President, Patti. May God hold her, the 
entire executive Committee, and all of the women and men who love the lWMl in 
the palm of His hand.” 

Go, Hildegarde, GO!  by Carolyn Blum

Hildegarde mullarky, the 95-year-old 
“Unsung Hero” at the Des Moines convention 
from lWMl South Wisconsin District, easily 
completed the Mission in Motion pledge walk, 
as her daily routine includes a four-mile jaunt. 
two years earlier, Hildegarde had been slated 
to process as the district’s Unsung Hero at the 

Pittsburgh Convention, but two days before 
leaving, she and her walker were struck by a 
car. True to form, she bounced back from her 
fractures and was so happy to be able to raise 
mites for missions this year!
Widowed at age 39, with the Lord’s help 
she successfully raised her six children. 

Hildegarde, of grace lutheran, milwaukee, 
has been active in LWML since the early ’70s, 
particularly in making beautiful quilts. She still 
attends retreats and conventions regularly. Other 
volunteer work includes working at a thrift shop; 
she travels there by bus, transferring twice each way.
Hildegarde is an inspiration to all who know her, 
for her faith and reliance on the lord, dedication 
to His work, and for her joyous attitude.
District President Judy Paulson was glad the con-
vention photographer caught up with Hildegarde. 
“Several in our delegation took photos of her, but 
she moves too fast. Our photos were blurry!”

Sohl sisters Charlotte, Irene, Freda, and Sharon at the 1999 
LWML Convention in Minneapolis wearing “Sisters are Forever.” 

Tell us about your “Unsung Hero.” Write to editor@lwml.org.
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spring 2016 theme: milestones
neWs! Please send LWML news (and photos!) 
to: news editor Pam knepper 997 ne hood 
Street, hillsboro, oregon 97124 or email 
newseditor@lwml.org by september 1, 2015. 
include name, address, phone, and email address.

The Sister Connection  by Sheila Lutz

What connects me to my sisters, sister by blood and sisters in 
Christ? Belonging, being part of the family: the Schenker family 
and the family of God. I am blessed to be part of a sisterhood 
that stays connected.
My mother and her brother grew up attending Zion lutheran, 
the oldest congregation in southwest Missouri. As children, my 
sisters and I spent vacations on our grandparents’ farm. We were 
the city girls from an Illinois town of 1,600, and my cousins were 
the country girls, attending church and parochial school in unin-
corporated Prairie City. We all grew up in the Lutheran Church, 
watched our parents and grandparents teach us, and played hard in 
the hot Missouri summers. We’re more like sisters who spent the 
school year apart than cousins who lived hundreds of miles apart.
after I married, I remained in Illinois and attended my hus-
band’s church, a church much like Zion, founded by his ances-
tors. Unlike my family’s church, Sand Prairie had no school at 
that time. But after one was started in the early 1980s, several 
of the moms and school supporters began a Monday afternoon 
Bible study, where we bonded as sisters in Christ. Since then, 
women have come and gone from our Monday afternoons, but 
several of us “oldies” still attend. 
What keeps me connected to both sister-groups is first and fore-
most our love of God and faith in what Christ has done for us.  
Our 30-year-old Bible study group continues to grow and tackle 
the joyous studies as well as the tough stuff. Through His love, 
we’re able to encourage one another and share with each other: 
our children’s education, successes, marriages, grandchildren, 
illnesses, cancer, depression, disappointments, failures, divorce, 
death, love, and respect.
My lifelong cousin-sister group continues to join with family 
celebrations and sorrows and to go on annual cousins’ weekends. 
This year we chose Perry County, Missouri, as our destination, 
investigating and enjoying our family and church roots. My 
sisterhood connections are a blessing!

Convention Chefs to the Rescue!
Betty amey shared this story about Des Moines’ warm 
hospitality: “When I arrived in Des Moines, my first task 
was to deliver 73 school kits to the Orphan Grain Train 
drop-off place. I could see the Orphan Grain Train Trailer 
at the back of the convention center, but no one was there to 
assist me. I asked several chefs, who were sitting outside on 
their break, if they had any idea where I could unload. 
Willingly and with smiles, they assisted me in unloading 
ten boxes from my vehicle. They were very gracious and kind, 
and I am sure this task was not in their job description!”

Family Milestones
shirley Johnson declared, 
“What a milestone for 
me! I attended the 
Des Moines lWMl 
Convention with my 
grandma, mother, 
and daughter — four 
generations! We have 
all attended a convention 
before, but this was 
our first convention 
all together!

“And all my loved ones”
When esther ideker prayed Luther’s Morning Prayer during 
convention, these memories came to mind: “I was blessed 
to have a wonderful Aunt Frieda as my godmother, who 
encouraged me in my faith walk. She was a widow years 
before I became a widow at a young age, and this circumstance 
brought us together to travel and to share time together. 
I enjoyed visiting her home, some distance from where I live. 
at bedtime, we shared evening devotions together, which 
always included her treasured Luther’s Evening Prayer. She 
shared with me that when she got to the line “let your holy 
angel be with me,” she added, “and all my loved ones.” From 
that time on, it seemed natural to add those words whenever 
I spoke the prayer in my own devotions. Aunt Frieda has gone 
to be with the lord, but her encouragement and love of family 
remains with me, and I am thankful for her Christian witness. 

Sand Prairie Bible 
Study: Pat Hanley, 
Suzy Sirotak, 
Diane LaLone, 
Nancy Proehl, 
Bonnie Klockenga, 
June Berndt, 
Pat Fairchild, 
and Sheila Lutz.

Cousins:  Linda Wilcox, 
Sheila Lutz, Pat Tippie, 

Juanita Cragin, 
Leila Ayers, Glenda 

Smith, and Sara Hanson   
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