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| Bountiful Abundance
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[Please provide: Bibles and copies of the Bible study for attersdee

The overarching theme of the 2015 LWML ConventioiDes Moines, lowa, was “Bountiful”
and the theme verse was 2 Corinthians 9:8 (NAW)d God is able to make all grace abound to
you, so that in all things at all times, having #iat you need, you will abound in every good
work. The goal for every aspect of the convention wasrétigh Christ’s bountiful love and
blessings of Word and Sacraments, | am equippebedidoly Spirit to work in my Father’s
harvest field.”

Those who were blessed to be in Des Moines, thbwewere blessed to catch parts of the
convention by live streaming, those who were biéssédear the reports of their delegates as
they shared their experiences via zone or sociestimgs, all know that the concepts of
“Bountiful: Sow, Nourish, Reap” were covered vengtoughly as we were indeed fed by God’s
Word and Sacrament and nurtured through worshigellmvship.

So, what might be a new approach or angle to theeqg Bounty, Bountifully, Bountifulness?
What is that angle, you ask? How abBuShadd&? Hum.

Opening Prayer: Bountiful Father, we thank You for the opportyrtid join with fellow

members of the Body of Christ to spend this tim¥aur Word and in conversation with one
another. Still our minds as we come from the raeraf our world so that we can focus on what
You would have us learn and so that we can betteenstand the bountiful abundance that You
provide for us as Your dear children through therttibully abundant blood of our Savior Jesus
Christ, shed for us on the cross of Calvary. ihithe name of our resurrected King that we pray
and begin this time together. Amen!

Have you heard the song “El Shaddai’? | imaginetrabgou have, but, if you have not, one
place to hear it would be atww.youtube.com/watch?v=SKHa6Cma&2ul

So, what does God’s nantél, Shaddaimean? It is a Hebrew compound word that literally
means “The All-Sufficient One” and is usually trited in our English Bibles as “Almighty
God,” “the Almighty,” or “God Almighty.” If we traslate the Hebrew words we have a very
beautiful, and possibly never thought of, pictuned aame of our bountiful God.

| suggest to you that the name of God we are cerisglhere can be broken into three parts.

The first part of this name of our Heavenly Fatisehe Hebrew wordE|” which comes from a
root word meaning “might, strength, and/or powém.Holy Scripture the wordEl” is almost
always used with other Hebrew words to better emplest who the true God is, sharing with the
reader and the hearer more insight into just whdGnd, the True God, the Only God, is.

Share with the group what it means to you and hompacts your life as a redeemed (bought
back through the perfect life, death, suffering) a@surrection of Jesus Christ) child of God, that



He is ‘EL.”

The second part of His name can also be brokenwad@arts — Shad and “Dai.” These two
words share with us a beautiful description of leather.

“Shad is a Hebrew word that means “breast,” indicatiogis sufficiency and nourishment.

Now before you begin to wonder about this pastmember that | live and love life lived in

rural America, having served 18 years in very-rid@braska and 12 years now in very-rural,
central Texas. One of the most beautiful thingsuébte in the rural community is the beauty of
God’s creation, especially in the spring of theryaa the baby lambs and calves and colts take
great delight in nursing and receiving the bouhtfoundance of their mother as God blesses her
with the ability to provide for their every neetimust also be said before we go any further that
the picture the wordShad paints for us is far different from what you wdée on billboards, in
magazines, on television, on the big screen, antti@pver-present electronic devices.

With that said, what does Holy Scripture have tptsaus about breasts? In regard to this
Hebrew word Shad and the nam&l Shaddajwe read this in Isaiah 66:10-14:

10« Rejoice with Jerusalem, and be glad for her, all you wbed her; rejoice with her in joy, all
you who mourn over hettthat you may nurse and lsatisfied from herconsoling breast; that
you maydrink deeply with delight from heglorious abundance.” ?For thus says the Lord:
“Behold, | will extend peace to her like a rivendathe glory of the nations like an overflowing
stream; and you shall nurse, you shalldaeried upon her hip, andbounced upon her knees.

13 As one whom his motheomforts, so | will comfort you; you shall be comfortedJerusalem.
14You shall see, and your heart shadloice; your bones shalllourish like the grass; and the
hand of the Lord shall be known to his servantsl, la@ shall show his indignation against his
enemies.[emphases added]

What is the promisgl Shaddashares with us in His very own words through thappet
Isaiah?

Again we see proof d&l Shaddds abundance in Isaiah 49:14-16.

14But Zion said, “The Lord has forsaken me; my Load forgotten me.*>Can a woman
forget her nursing child, that she should have ampassion on the son of her womb? Even
these may forget, yewill not forget you.®Behold,| have engraved you on the palms of my
hands; your walls areontinually before me.” [emphases added]

Do you ever feel like the people of Zion? Doesvgreseem as if God has forgotten you? Share a
time when you have felt this way.

What is God’s promise to us in these words of IsaM/hat is the glorious promise God makes
to you?

What are the two pictures He uses to make His mewi continual care and bountiful
abundance crystal clear for you?



The second part of the woghaddaj “Dai” in the Hebrew, means "sheds forth,
"to heap benefits.”

pours oot,”

Read Genesis 42:24-25. Here we get a very clear piafivehat this word means as Joseph sent
his brothers from Egypt, back to their home andt tla¢her with incrediblegrovision,
sustenance, andblessing.

Joseph’s brothers came seeking food so thegy“live and not dig(Genesis 42:2), but received
so much more. What a joy that, when sharing witterst the wonder and bountiful abundance of
our Father in heaven, we can share with them tleasBI Shaddaithe One who is mighty to
nourish, satisfy, and supply.

Let us recap for a second:

El - might, strength, and/or power

Shad- breast, indicating sufficiency and nourishment
Dai - sheds forth, pours out, to heap benefits

So, when we put the two words together we get th&Wificient, All-Bountiful, All-Powerful,
All-Mighty EL.

What part of this name of our Heavenly Father hastiost meaning for you? Why did you
answer as you did?

No matter which part of His name brings us the ngostfort, one thing is certain, we have a
Father who mightily and abundantly nourishes, 8afisprotects, and supplies His people. As
His called and redeemed children through the waftére Word of Holy Baptism, continually
strengthened and nourished through the Word andi®aat of Holy Communion, we are
indeed abundantly blessed in every way with everg kf blessing from His most bountiful
hand.

What more can we say? We need to add that ever asjeice in our Mighty God who deals
with us His dear children in regard to nourishméntegard to strength, in regard to power, in
regard to sufficiency, we must also realize ouunffisiency and inability to provide bountifully
for ourselves. It is important that we take a momenhink of this, for as long as we are content
to rely on our own power and ability, there willivee be a need for God.

To learn how this truth was evident in the lifeaofan named St. Paul, read
2 Corinthians 12:7-10. Paul experienced this inifésas he was blessed to get a glimpse of
heaven. To keep him from becoming conceited, whlatdid God “bless” him?

Realizing his insufficiency, to whom did St. Pawin?

And what was God’s answer to those prayers?
Was the thorn in his flesh, the messenger of Satéampved from his life?



(A contemporary Christian song that talks very vadlbut this type of blessing is entitled
“Blessings” and is written by Laura Story. Checkiit on YouTube sometime.
www.youtube.com/watch?v=eOOFAaUGRE

But God blessed St. Paul with the assurance ttaalHsufficient power was made perfect in his
weakness. What was Paul’s response to this bléssing

He is content to live with , , , , . Why?
Because he realized that when he is hthénstrong through faith in g Shaddai

Was Paul crazy to think this way? The world woldgl without a doubt he was. Sadly all too
often we echo that same response, wanting instegadyton our own sufficiency, our own
power, our own ability.

That is when God allows us to experience the sdassing of seeing our insufficiency and just
how meager what we call our abundance really iat ®hwhy it is important that we first see
just how insufficient we are so that we can be éxdpdnd our all-sufficient and bountiftl
Shaddaican fill us to overflowing as we experience Hirfess and overabundance.

In fact, according to Isaiah 64:6, to what is etl@ng we have to offer to God, including even
our most righteous acts, compared? Isaiah remiadere We have all become like one who is
unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like dygetl garment. We all fade like a leaf, and our
iniquities, like the wind, take us awdyod’s Law makes it very clear to us that no mditew
sufficient we think we are, no matter what we thivdx can offer to God, all of our good words,
in fact everything we have to offer to God, arehimog more than filthy rags.

And so our Father allows trials and tribulationd&oa part of our lives so that we can learn over
and over again, as did St. Paul, that when we aek\then we are . As we learn this
lesson over and over again (namely that theretlimpwe can do for ourselves to bring
ourselves close to God) we are blessed through taiknowEl Shaddaias those who are made
strong, and even more than that, made mighty iniGoégard to nourishment, in regard to
strength, in regard to power, and in regard toicefiicy, since He is the Almighty One who is
able to nourish, to strengthen, and to empower us.

The Apostle Paul said that same thing in the Nestdreent, you will remember, in his letter to
the Corinthians when he was thinking about alheftremendous needs in the hearts of men and
the tremendous responsibility that was his bechasgas entrusted with the Gospel of the Lord
Jesus Christ. He asked the question, “Who is seffidor these things?” If he had stopped right
there, he could have turned away discouraged. Weeald have turned away discouraged and
said, “Well, we are just not sufficient.” But hedsdl another word and said, “Our sufficiency is
with God. We are not sufficienbut our sufficiency is from Gg@ Corinthians 3:5).”

Read 2 Corinthians 3:4-6. What is this new covenant@ iflea of anew covenant was
prophesied in the Old Testament. Read Jeremiali 343

This new covenant was brought into being and pot pnactice. Read Luke 22:19-20.



The Greek word focovenant (diatheké had the ordinary meaning of "last will and
testament.” Paul's use of the word reinforces ¢ergignty, the dominion, the power, tBEeof
God, because it is not a covenant negotiated betiea and us, but a divine decree.

The wordcovenant also describes an “agreement” made by one partyfulit complete,

absolute power, which the other party may accepgject, but cannot alter. The covenant God
offers to us through faith in Christ Jesus is theeament that He wants to make with us. We can
either accept it through the power and workinghef iHoly Spirit through the Means of Grace, or
we can reject it, but we cannot change it to béitewur sinful tastes.

This new covenant presents the terms by which we can have a rekdtiprwith God, centered
around Jesus and His work for us. What is this ocevenant?

What does it mean that we amihisters of this new covenant?
Who is sufficient? In ourselves none of us, buChrist Jesus, each and every one of us.

With this Good News ringing in our ears and resioigain our heart and mind, our prayer for
each other is Paul’s prayer for each of us in Ejgines3:14-21.

We join our voices together in this prayEar this reason | bow my knees before the Father,
from whom every family in heaven and on earth e, that according to the riches of his
glory he may grant you to be strengthened with palar@ugh his Spirit in your inner being, so
that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faitthat you, being rooted and grounded in love,
may have strength to comprehend with all the saiiat is the breadth and length and height
and depth, and to know the love of Christ that assgs knowledge, that you may be filled with
all the fullness of God. Now to him who is ableldadfar more abundantly than all that we ask or
think, according to the power at work within ushim be glory in the church and in Christ
Jesus throughout all generations, forever and exaren.

Scripture references are from the ESV unless otisermoted.
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