
The Gulf Coast Region of the United States is hit 
annually with hurricanes, flooding, and tornadoes. 
In the aftermath of the disaster, people’s lives are 
turned upside down. Their homes may need extensive 
repair, electrical service is down, and food is scarce. 
It is in these situations that Forged by Fire, an LCMS 
Recognized Service Organization (RSO), based in 
LaCombe, Louisiana, reaches out with meals to serve 
residents of the communities.

Forged by Fire volunteers come into a community 
with their kitchen equipment in cargo style trailers. 
They establish a base camp near a Lutheran Church 
in the disaster affected community. They set up 
their tent and kitchen and prepare meals for the 
community. The tent requires a large area and 
sometimes the weather conditions make the meal 
preparation and service difficult. To better serve, 
they want to purchase a mobile kitchen trailer. With 
the trailer they can easily set up in areas needing 
assistance. This grant will help purchase the mobile 
kitchen trailer.

If a brother or 
sister is poorly 
clothed and 
lacking in daily 
food, and one 
of you says 
to them, “Go 
in peace, be 
warmed and 
filled,” without 
giving them the 
things needed 
for the body, 
what good is 
that? (James 
2:15–16).  
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Forged by Fire volunteers prepare meals to feed 
those who’ve suffered losses because of the natural 
disasters. In one evening, 900 meals were served in 
LaPlace, Louisiana, after Hurricane Ida. The victims 
are hurting both physically and spiritually. The meals 
served help their physical bodies, but they also receive 
help for their spiritual needs. Working with the local 
churches allows the congregational members to help 
serve and connect with their hurting community. 
Someone is available to speak with those in need and 
point them in the right direction for help, prayers are 
offered, and resources such as devotionals and Bibles 
are shared. It is during the darkest times that hope is 
given, with a vision of better days ahead. 

The mobile kitchen purchased with the help of this 
grant will allow Forged by Fire to move quickly to 
meet the physical and spiritual needs of the people 
following natural disasters. Forged by Fire volunteers 
do all because of Christ’s love for them.
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