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by Carol von Soosten

Confessions
   of a mite Box slacKer

If you’ve come to know and love LWML, you recognize the Mite 
Box as a major component in supporting mission and ministry 

around the world. Those Mite Box offerings have funded tens of mil-
lions of dollars in mission grants since LWML started, in 1942, and 
continue to be a focal point in raising women’s mission consciousness. 
So why am I making a public confession, saying I’m a Mite Box Slacker? 
Here’s why. In the past when my monthly LWML Bible study rolled 
around, I’d grab my Bible, study book, a few dollars for our local 
group’s offering, and then go hunting for money for mites. Other ladies 
would bring their Mite Boxes to the event, upending them into either 
our large Mite Box or the zip lock bag we use for gathering mites. 
The sound of that rush of coins — the plink, clink, clunk — bouncing 
together in support of missions, triggered a sense of guilt inside me. In 
my mind, my own quickly snatched coins and purple five-dollar bills 
didn’t measure up against those intentional daily offerings, accumulated 
over time and accompanied by prayers for all mission grant recipients.
I am thankful God’s forgiveness covered that worry and His 
Holy Spirit led me to embrace the Joyful Response® program, 
available to LWML through the Lutheran Church Extension 
Fund.* What a blessing! 
Everyone has to find the tools that work best for them. For me, 
having the freedom to pray for mission grant recipients anytime, 
any day, and not carrying the expectation of tying it to my mite 
donation was liberating. Donating a set amount to be withdrawn 
from my checking account allowed me a measure of peace, knowing 
I had taken care of my financial responsibilities without the concern 
of missing the designated, monthly collection day or time. 
If by chance my confession resonates with you and you “resemble” 
this story, the automatic withdrawal is a tool you might consider 
using. If instead you prefer your own way of gathering mites, find 
what works for you and embrace it. 
As we begin a new fiscal biennium for the LWML, we all have an 
opportunity to recommit to our mite-giving. Let’s serve our Lord 
together joyfully, removing barriers in whatever form they take, so 
that we do His work in His way and follow His will. 
Soli Deo Gloria!

* Joyful Response® is the Lutheran Church Extension 
Fund (LCEF) service that provides the ability for LWML 
to offer their members and supporters an electronic, 
automated method to make their mite contributions. 
Enroll at www.lwml.org/donate-online.
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