
The day is June 13, 2012 … 
yet today I hear the words; 
smell the antiseptic; see the 
love and respect in the eyes 
of the medical staff. I real-
ized Mark’s breathing had 
changed; I see the nurse mak-
ing eye contact with my son, 
Chris, and son-in-law, Tim; 
I feel Chris’s arms firmly, 

lovingly going around me; I hear a short, soft sob 
coming from Chris; and speaking nearly simultane-
ously, I hear Pastor saying “Welcome home,” as he 
reads Matthew 25:23 (ESV) — Well done, good and 
faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; 
I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your 
master — as my son softly says, “Mom … he’s gone.” 

I know that moment was an out-of-control moment 
for my family and me, but it was not out of control 
for our Lord. In His infinite wisdom and grace, He had 
everything under control, as He does every day of our 
lives. Our Lord allows out-of-control times in our lives 
but does not create them. 

Mark died, we will die, because of our sins. We will 
someday be with our loved ones in our heavenly 
mansions because Jesus came to suffer in our place 
and die our death that we might have life in Him.

My everyday life includes many out-of-control days; 
many of those days I started without my morning 
devotion and a time of prayer. God does not need my 
devotions or my prayers, but He does delight in my 
fellowship. I hope my time of reading His Word and 

being in prayer prepares me for my day and helps 
me make better life choices. I am a forgiven child of 
God: I need to forgive, be patient, and take each day 
as God gives it to me through His Holy Spirit. He has a 
plan for my life and I know His plan is best. 

After one especially bad day this winter, I attended 
evening worship, where I received the things I 
needed to cope with the chaos in my life. I listened 
to the Scripture readings, I read the liturgy, and I was 
attentive to Pastor’s words as the Holy Spirit worked 
through him to share the Words of conviction of my 
sins and then to declare my sins forgiven because my 
Lord and Savior died for me. I was reminded that the 
church is God’s mission and, through the works of 
the Holy Spirit in my life, I will share the joy of serving 
Him in every aspect of my life.

The Time is NOW for each of us to reach out and 
share the love of Jesus in our lives.

The Time is NOW to invite someone to Bible study 
and worship.

The Time is NOW for the LWML to refocus on mission 
— God’s mission of bringing the lost and erring into 
eternal fellowship with Him. 

May the joy of serving our Lord in your everyday life 
take away some of the chaos of your out-of-control 
days. May you share God’s mission in your life. 

Be bold in serving Him!  
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