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A lot has happened in the past 42 years. 
The Internet was invented, hair bands and 
boy bands shot to fame, the Berlin Wall 
fell, Earth welcomed the millennium, and 
over the course of those 42 years, JoNette 
Brogaard taught more than 600 children.
After having taught kindergarten at Zion 
Lutheran School in Alexandria ever since 
she was hired in 1972, Brogaard is now 
ready to say farewell to the classroom.
It all began when Brogaard attended 
Concordia, St. Paul, a Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod college, as a church work 
student, later switching to a general student.
Upon graduating, she taught for a year at 
Norwood-Young America in Carver Coun-
ty … married and … eventually moved 
to Alexandria.
“After staying home for a year, I decided I 
should probably look for a job,” she said. “I 
contacted schools around, and it turns out 
there was an opening here at Zion Lutheran.
“God had a plan. He knew what He wanted 
me to do. So here we are … 42 years later.”
Of those 42 years, she taught for 37 and 
used five years in between to stay home 
with her children.
Teaching for so long has allowed Brogaard 
to experience “neat” situations. “I’ve been 
able to teach children of the first children, 
the second generation,” she said. “When 
you’ve been in a school that long, that’s 
what happens!”

Faithful Christian service does not go unnoticed by the world! Echo Press of Alexandria, 
Minnesota, recently featured the following story about LWML servant JoNette Brogaard.

LWML sister Stephanie King of Grace Lutheran Church in Murfreesboro, 
Tennessee, lost her battle to breast cancer earlier this year. Only 58 years old 
when she died, Stephanie was an active LWML member and held the position 
of vice president of her society until the cancer treatments took over her life. On 
the days when she felt well enough, Stephanie would crochet lap robes for each 
of her church’s 10 shut-ins. This truly became a project of love for her. Everyone 
who visited her would see Stephanie sitting in a comfortable chair with a book 
of prayers and a basket of wool next to her. She finished all the lap robes for 
the church’s shut-ins, and the LWML women of Grace delivered them in time 
for Christmas. Though hearts are heavy at the loss of Stephanie, the women at 
Grace know that she is now in the arms of her Savior. They thank God for the 
blessing Stephanie was to all who knew and loved her.

‘It was God’s plan’ by Jessica Sly, Alexandria Echo Press
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She has also seen many changes to the 
school, including chalkboards to white 
boards, building expansions, and advances 
in curriculum.
“The biggest thing is what is expected 
of a kindergarten child,” she said. “They 
used to learn just the alphabet, and 
now they learn to read. So we try to give 
them spiritual, academic, and social 
experiences every school day.”
Out of every aspect of teaching, her 
favorite part is the kids. “I love this age 
group, 5- and 6-year-olds. They have this 
excitement for life and for learning, and 
it’s just fun to be with them,” she said.
A younger age group also brings with 
it many comical moments and phrases, 
including one particular line that was 
uttered when her students were enjoy-
ing a Bible story.
“[The kids] were watching Noah’s Ark, 
and one of them says to the other, ‘And 
this happened even before Mrs. Brogaard 
was born,’” she recalled, laughing.
Because Zion operates a three-day kin-
dergarten, Brogaard is able to teach and 
participate on the district level of the 
Lutheran Women’s Missionary League. 
She currently serves as the LWML-
Minnesota North District President [as 
well as having served four years on the 
LWML Structure Committee, two years 
as chairman].

But with Zion transitioning to a 5-day kindergar-
ten in the 2014–15 school year, it would become 
more difficult for Brogaard to juggle teaching 
and her responsibilities at LWML.
“To me, that was the Lord’s way of saying it’s time 
[to retire],” she said. “It just felt right from the very 
beginning that that was God’s plan.”
But to the working world, she leaves this ad-
vice: Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks 
in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in 
Christ Jesus (1 Thessalonians 5:16–18).
Editor's Note: To thank JoNette Brogaard for her 
many years of service, Zion Lutheran Church 
recently held a special service and hosted a 
celebration luncheon in her honor.
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Winter 2014 theme: Saying the Right Words
NEWS! Please send LWML news (and photos!) to News Editor Pam Knepper at newseditor@lwml.org or 
997 NE Hood Street, Hillsboro, Oregon 97124, by July 15, 2014. Include name, address, phone, and email address.

PHOTO GUIDELINES that can provide you with help when taking and submitting photos for the 
Lutheran Woman’s Quarterly can be found at www.lwml.org/resources/quarterly. 

Look carefully at the picture (left) 
and you will see the St. Peter’s 
Lutheran Women in Mission of 
Reedsburg, Wisconsin, are all 
smiles. They are smiling because 
they, along with the children of 
St. Peter’s School, were able to 
spread some Christmas cheer this 
past year. Each year, recycled ice 
cream pails are filled with hygiene 
items, a special Christmas message, 

and a lot of love before they are distributed to the needy in the Reedsburg area. 
Spreading a little of the Savior’s love, now that is something to smile about!

Crosses for Kenya
Women of Redeemer Lutheran Church 
in Marquette, Michigan, created unique 
driftwood crosses for the Lutheran Malar-
ia Initiative project and sold them at their 
Christmas Bazaar. Each wooden cross 
was decorated with found objects from 
nature: pine cones, pebbles, acorns, ber-
ries, twigs, sticks, straw, moss, shells, and 
assorted sizes and shapes of driftwood. 
Some crosses were designed larger, to be 
hung as wall decorations, while others 
were crafted smaller for Christmas tree 
ornaments. All money raised went to 
purchase malaria bed nets for Kenya.
Lucy Harrington, Project Coordinator, hosting 
the bazaar table at Redeemer Lutheran Church’s 
annual Christmas Bazaar.

Reading the article “Staying Warm and 
Keeping Safe: Quilts and Nets Share Christ’s 
Love,” [LWQ Winter 2013] , inspired Sandy 
Mercer, St. Paul Lutheran Church, Cincinnati, 
to contribute the following story about her 
mother-in-law, Dorothy Mercer (left):
After 25 years in northeastern Ohio, 
where she made quilts for Lutheran World 
Relief, Dorothy Mercer passed on to her 
heavenly home earlier this year at the age 

of 91. In 2005, she moved to Cincinnati to be near her family and continued to make 
quilts until the day she went to be with her Lord. Between October 2006 and October 
2007, Dorothy made 110 quilts. She cut each and every square one at a time, from 
twenty-inch patches to one-inch, so as not to waste a single bit of material. Dorothy 
also made baby quilts for Cincinnati University Hospital and for new babies at St. Paul 
Lutheran Church in Cincinnati. She truly had a servant’s heart for Lutheran World 
Relief quilts, giving each one a hug and saying a prayer as she finished them. 

This past spring, volunteers from Trinity Lutheran Church in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, along with 57 other 
churches in eastern Iowa, loaded 2,584 boxes into a semi-tractor trailer to be sent off to Lutheran World 
Relief. Items sent included 2,426 quilts, 157 pounds of soap, 1,219 personal kits, 499 school kits, 632 baby 
kits, and 90 fabric kits. Many of the volunteers have been assisting in this project for 25 years, enabling 
Trinity Lutheran to load items twice a year for Lutheran World Relief. 
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