
CALL FOR NOMINATIONS
The Nominating Committee is 
seeking the following candidates 
to be elected at the 2015 LWML 
Convention in Des Moines, Iowa:
President 
Vice President of 
Organizational Resources 
Vice President of 
Special Focus Ministries
Treasurer
Nominating Committee (5) 
Any LWML member may submit 
nominee names for consideration. 
Nomination forms may be 
downloaded at www.lwml.org.
For questions or additional informa-
tion contact Nominating Committee 
Chairman Rae Ann Spitzenberger, 
62-18 80th Avenue, Glendale, 
New York 11385, (979) 533-0100, 
nominations@lwml.org.
DEADLINE is August 15, 2014.

Deadline for Mission Grant 
Proposals for 2015–2017 is 

September 30, 2014. Download 
forms at www.lwml.org.

Maybe that’s why Paul tells me to give thanks in 
all circumstances (1 Thessalonians 5:18) — not 
because the circumstances are good, but because 
Jesus already carried them to the cross: my blame, 
my shame, my grief, and my doubts. Knowing 
that Christ is in me and I in Him, I am already 
filled and surrounded with His grace. It doesn’t 
mean that the bad and the ugly won’t happen — 
they will. But it does mean that the loving Father 
will use them to turn my eyes to Christ and to see 
His grace and goodness.
Yes, the bad and the ugly are all around me, and 
Satan wants me to believe it is all God’s fault. But 
God is not the author of evil. The book of Job 
reminds me that Satan is on a leash. Yes, evil and 
sin will happen, but God has already won the vic-
tory over evil and sin through the atoning sacrifice 
of His Son, Jesus Christ.
In His time, I will begin to understand that even 
the bad and the ugly are good — because God is 
in it all. In time, I discover there is no one I need 
more than God Himself for, as with David, I can 
say: Whom have I in heaven but you? And earth has 
nothing I desire besides you. My flesh and my heart 
may fail, but God is the strength of my heart and my 
portion forever (Psalm 73:25–26). 
I learn to view even the loss of all as a means to 
rejoice. Yet I will rejoice in the Lord; I will be joyful 
in God my Savior. The Sovereign Lord is my strength; 
he makes my feet like the feet of a deer, he enables me 
to go on the heights (Habakkuk 3:18–19). 
All this sounds difficult, even impossible. Yet it’s 
not dependent on me but on Christ’s “second by 
second” filling of the Spirit. Embraced through 
His Word, in His powerful grace at the Lord’s 
Supper, and by the washing, regenerating power 
of the waters of Baptism, I am learning who He 
is. In His time and through His power, He will 
restore me and make me strong, firm, and stead-
fast. Through Him, I will have learned that there 
are no seconds or places in time that His love and 
His grace are absent. Praise His Holy Name! Q
Bible verses to study: John 15:5, 9–11; Psalm 
73:22–26; Psalm 119:102; Psalm 139:7–10; Lam-
entations 3:22–26; Habakkuk 3:17–19; Romans 
8:38–39; Philippians 1:6; and 1 Peter 5:10–11.

Jan Brunette is a Christian author, speaker, and freelance 
writer and has been an active member in the LWML for 
over forty years.
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