
And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory 
in Christ, after you have suffered a little while, will himself 
restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast. To him be 
the power forever and ever. Amen (1 Peter 5:10, 11). 

WHEN I READ THESE WORDS, called you 
to his eternal glory in Christ, I am thrilled to 
know that’s my future. Even so, I can’t help 

but wonder: Is “eternal glory” all I have to look forward 
to? What about here and now? What about when my life 
is spinning out of control? 
And I hate the next phrase: after you have suffered a little 
while. If He is a God of all grace, why are my feet always 
knocked out from under me? If He is a God of grace, 
where was He when my father died of a heart attack, 
when my mother had a brain tumor removed and was left 
with the mind of a child, or when my sister and brother 
died of cancer? It makes me want to cry, “Where are You 
NOW, God? Help me understand!”
Yet as I sit in the quietness of the morning, I reflect on 
God’s grace and mercy, and I sense a touch of His pres-
ence. His Spirit nudges me to study His Word, and I real-
ize I have much to learn about this awesome God who 
loves me beyond comprehension. 
In Isaiah 55:8–9, God speaks to Isaiah with these words 
of comfort: For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither

are your ways my ways … As the heavens are higher than the 
earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts 
than your thoughts. Even though the strangling thoughts 
and events of my life make no sense, God’s Spirit instills 
in me the ability to trust Him.
It is then I realize that there is not one second in time 
when God’s grace is not present. There is not one second 
in time when I am not wrapped in His love. Whether 
life gives me the good, the bad, or the ugly, His grace fills 
me. It’s easy to praise Him and trust when the good ap-
pears. But when the bad and the ugly rear their venomous 
heads, how hard it is to know and believe God’s Hand of 
grace is still touching my heart, my soul, and my spirit! 
Yet even in those seconds in time, He wants me to see 
the cross more clearly. He wants me to look at the bad 
and the ugly as grace-filled moments, for He under-
stands my pain. He was there before me during His 
seconds in time on the cross. He carried the ugliest and 
yelled out for me, “My God, My God, why have You 
forsaken me?” And He did it so that in my seconds of 
time, I would not be forsaken. He will use even the bad 
and the ugly for my good and for His glory. 
I am now embraced with His heart of love and compas-
sion and, as the floodgates of heaven open, I recognize 
more and more that I am touched with an incomparable 
tenderness. My seconds in time are shielded with His 
love, even though I don’t always see it or believe it. 

every second in

TIME
there are no seconds or places in time 
that His love and His grace are absent
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Maybe that’s why Paul tells me to give thanks in 
all circumstances (1 Thessalonians 5:18) — not 
because the circumstances are good, but because 
Jesus already carried them to the cross: my blame, 
my shame, my grief, and my doubts. Knowing 
that Christ is in me and I in Him, I am already 
filled and surrounded with His grace. It doesn’t 
mean that the bad and the ugly won’t happen — 
they will. But it does mean that the loving Father 
will use them to turn my eyes to Christ and to see 
His grace and goodness.
Yes, the bad and the ugly are all around me, and 
Satan wants me to believe it is all God’s fault. But 
God is not the author of evil. The book of Job 
reminds me that Satan is on a leash. Yes, evil and 
sin will happen, but God has already won the vic-
tory over evil and sin through the atoning sacrifice 
of His Son, Jesus Christ.
In His time, I will begin to understand that even 
the bad and the ugly are good — because God is 
in it all. In time, I discover there is no one I need 
more than God Himself for, as with David, I can 
say: Whom have I in heaven but you? And earth has 
nothing I desire besides you. My flesh and my heart 
may fail, but God is the strength of my heart and my 
portion forever (Psalm 73:25–26). 
I learn to view even the loss of all as a means to 
rejoice. Yet I will rejoice in the Lord; I will be joyful 
in God my Savior. The Sovereign Lord is my strength; 
he makes my feet like the feet of a deer, he enables me 
to go on the heights (Habakkuk 3:18–19). 
All this sounds difficult, even impossible. Yet it’s 
not dependent on me but on Christ’s “second by 
second” filling of the Spirit. Embraced through 
His Word, in His powerful grace at the Lord’s 
Supper, and by the washing, regenerating power 
of the waters of Baptism, I am learning who He 
is. In His time and through His power, He will 
restore me and make me strong, firm, and stead-
fast. Through Him, I will have learned that there 
are no seconds or places in time that His love and 
His grace are absent. Praise His Holy Name! Q
Bible verses to study: John 15:5, 9–11; Psalm 
73:22–26; Psalm 119:102; Psalm 139:7–10; Lam-
entations 3:22–26; Habakkuk 3:17–19; Romans 
8:38–39; Philippians 1:6; and 1 Peter 5:10–11.

Jan Brunette is a Christian author, speaker, and freelance 
writer and has been an active member in the LWML for 
over forty years.
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