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WHERE IN THE WORLD HAVE OUR MITES GONE?? 

“Thanks so much … (to) all of the wonderful ladies 

of the LWML, for this great gift to spread the     

Gospel in Southeast Asia! We are honored to have 

been chosen to share in your ‘fragrant gifts,’ as the     

Apostle Paul would say. 

God’s blessings to you, Kay, and all of the ladies! 

See you in Des Moines!” 

The Rev. Matthew Heise 
Executive Director, Lutheran Heritage Foundation 

SOUTHEAST ASIA - $72,000 

MISSION OPPORTUNITIES 
 FOR THE SHORT TERM (MOST) - $20,000 
Impacting the world for Jesus Christ through short term missions. 

This LWML grant provided scholarship funding for 14 students. 
 
“… through this short term mission trip God has truly opened my eyes 
in showing me that He is faithful wherever I go.  
 —Vicar Kevin Duff (Dominican Republic — Construction) 
 
“God’s hand was present throughout every minute, allowing us to 
share His Word with over forty women. It was truly an amazing trip!” 
 —Jacquie Balgeman (Costa Rica — Sewing Skills) 

Our mites have helped the MOST Ministry teams to: 

 Reach 2,292 people with physical and spiritual needs; 
 Baptize 188 people through home visits with the help of Tanzanian pastors; 
 Teach 143 women sewing skills; 
 Provide dependable water resource to eight children with disabilities; 
 Provide filters for sustainable clean water in the homes of 312 people; 
 Teach health, hygiene, and nutrition through Christian curriculum to 246 people; 

and the list goes on and on! 
 

http://www.lwml.org/images/logos/lwmllogo.TIF
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MITE REPORT BY DISTRICT —  MAY 2015 

Mite Donations 1,774.68 5,132.05  Annual Appeal 150.00 355.00 

Mite Donations Restricted    GoodSearch   

Conv. Offering #1 125.00 125.00  Thrivent Simply Giving   

Children’s Miss Adv    Thrivent Choice Dollars 1,960.00 1,960.00 

Mission Pledge Walk    AmazonSmile Foundation 274.17 274.17 

Golf Tournament          OTHER MITE TOTAL 4,528.85 8,336.22 

Joyful Response 245.00 490.00        GRAND TOTAL 34,844.17 44,374.93 

MITES FROM OTHER SOURCES 

DISTRICT CURRENT TOTAL  DISTRICT CURRENT TOTAL 

ATLANTIC    NEBRASKA NORTH   

CAL-NEV-HAWAII 2,020.06 2,020.06  NEBRASKA SOUTH   

CAROLINAS    NEW ENGLAND   

CENTRAL ILLINOIS    NEW JERSEY   

CHESAPEAKE    NORTH DAKOTA 1,573.10 1,573.10 

EASTERN  50.00  NORTH WISCONSIN 1,996.00 1,996.00 

ENGLISH 843.44 843.44  NORTHERN ILLINOIS 1,409.46 1,409.46 

FLORIDA-GEORGIA    OHIO 1,356.86 1,356.86 

GULF STATES    OKLAHOMA 838.77 838.77 

INDIANA    OREGON   

IOWA EAST    PACIFIC SW   

IOWA WEST    ROCKY MOUNTAIN 1,483.38 1,483.38 

KANSAS    SELC   

LOUISIANA-MISSISSIPPI    SOUTH DAKOTA 917.05 917.05 

MICHIGAN 3,869.59 3,869.59  SOUTH WISCONSIN 2,852.11 2,852.11 

MID-SOUTH 1,269.49 1,269.49  SOUTHERN ILLINOIS   

MINNESOTA NORTH    TEXAS 2,818.79 3,408.57 

MINNESOTA SOUTH 2,792.15 2,792.15  UTAH-IDAHO 389.16 389.16 

MISSOURI 2,669.35 7,752.96  WASH-ALASKA   

MONTANA 412.19 412.19  WYOMING 804.37 804.37 

         TOTAL 30,315.32 36,038.71 

Thank you, district treasurers, for faithfully sending in your district mite offerings regularly.   

Your service to the LWML is important and is greatly appreciated!  



 

 

June 2015 Page 3 

Dear Fellow Stewards: 

As we said last month, this June issue of Treasured 
News brings to an end our monthly conversations 
about stewardship, at least through this venue. May I 
tell you it has been an incredible experience for me 
for which I thank Lois, from the bottom of my heart, 
for opening up her Treasured News to me 
and giving me a page a month. If you don’t 
know her, she is an incredibly blessed 
child and steward of God. You will also 
get to know her better as she now changes 
hats and begins her work of heading up our 
Salt Lake City Convention in 2017.  
 
May I also tell you that it has been an incredible joy 
to see how these stewardship thoughts are being 
used in the LWML and even outside of LWML    
circles. It is humbling to see how God uses our   
meager offerings in incredible ways, much the way 
He uses our mites and the prayers that go along with 
them in incredible ways.  
 
May I also tell you what an encouragement you are 
to me as we together strive to live our lives as     
stewards of all that God has given to us, especially 
as we live in these end times. 
 
So, two thoughts for this final article and then I 
guess I will just fade away into the sunset to be    
revived every two years to join with you awesome 
stewards at an LWML Convention somewhere in 
this incredible land with which our Heavenly Father 
has blessed us to steward.   
 
Final thought one: We have said, a steward, by     
nature, is one who manages the possessions of      
another. As the crown of God’s creation that we are, 
we are all stewards of the time, talents, treasures, 
testimony, tissue, touch, and trash that God has    
entrusted to our care. And each of us, one day, will 
be blessed to be able to give an accounting of how 
we used all of these things, rejoicing in the fact that 
when we have not been the best of stewards, that 
there is forgiveness through the blood of Jesus 
Christ, shed for all of our sins, these included.  
 
What joy will be ours to hear our Father say to us, 
“Well done, good and faithful servant. . . Enter into 
the joy of your master” (Matthew 25:21, 23).   

Stewardship Wrap Up #5 

Final thought two: As we have seen, biblical 
stewardship touches every area of our lives. In 
short, as Christian stewards of all with which God 
has blessed us, we have the opportunity to present 
ourselves: mind, body, and spirit, completely to 
God as His servants - no strings attached, as we 

understand that we are blessed to administer 
our lives and possessions, all that we are 

and have, not as owners, but as stewards 
of that with which God has graciously 
blessed us. As Christian  stewards, 
our entire life and the decisions we 

make are shaped by the choices we 
make knowing that we are caretakers of 

God’s gifts.  
 
I guess as we look at our lives as Christian    
stewards, the bottom line question would be this, 
“Am I the lord of my life, or is Christ the Lord of 
my life?” As we ask and answer that question 
over and over again as we journey through this 
life, things will fall into place as we realize we 
are not lord of all, but that Christ is Lord of me, 
and I am blessed to say, “not my will, but Thine 
be done.”   
 
Now to Him who is able to do far more          
abundantly than all that we ask or think,          
according to the power at work within us, to Him 
be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus 
throughout all generations, forever and ever. 
Amen (Ephesians 3:20-21). 
 
“Dear brothers and sisters, I close my letter with 
these last words: Be joyful. Grow to maturity.  
Encourage each other. Live in harmony and 
peace. Then the God of love and peace will be 
with you. Greet each other with a sacred kiss.  All 
of God’s people here send you their greetings. 
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love 
of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all” (2 Corinthians 13:11-14 NLT). 

 

 Rev. John Heckmann   
   LWML Sr. Pastoral Counselor 

 

 

Who is the 

“lord” of my 

life? 



 

 

Great Is Thy Faithfulness 
Thomas O. Chisholm 

1923 

Thomas Obediah Chisholm, the author of this hymn,  
was born in a log cabin in Kentucky. With little       
education, he began teaching school at the age of 16. 
He increased his knowledge of Christ under the          
ministry of evangelist H.C. Morrison. 
 
Chisholm's health was unstable and he worked at     
various tasks between bouts of illness. Gainful         
employment ranged from journalism to insurance to 
evangelistic work. He discovered, through his           
adversity, that God’s blessings were new to him every 
morning. Lamentations 3:22-23 became precious verses 
to him: The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases; his      
mercies never come to an end; they are new every 
morning; great is your faithfulness. 
 
Thomas wrote a poem reflecting his thoughts from 
these verses and said later that there was no dramatic 
story behind the writing of these words. While he was 
serving in Vineland, New Jersey, he sent several poems 
to a friend, musician William Runyan.  
 
William was very touched by this particular one and he 
prayed for special guidance to compose the music    
fitting to the words. The hymn was published in 1923 
in Runyan’s private song pamphlets. 
 
The hymn was relatively unknown until Dr. Will 
Houghton of the Moody Bible Institute of Chicago 
asked those in chapel to sing it one day. Then it became 
an unofficial theme song for the Institute and was sung 
at Houghton’s funeral. 
 
Still the hymn was not well known. It was not until 
George Beverly Shae and the choirs at the Billy       
Graham Crusades sang it did the song become popular. 

In his later years, Thomas lived in a Methodist Home 
for the Aged in Ocean Park, New Jersey. One of the 
city’s residents recalls seeing him walking along the 
ocean and around town. He spoke of his pleasant 
character as he fellowshipped with friends at Ocean 
Park’s summer Bible conferences. 
 
Thomas died in 1960 in Ocean Park. He produced 
1,200 poems and hymns during his lifetime,          
including “O to Be Like Thee,” and “Living for                 
Jesus.” 
 

Sing this hymn of praise, right now, 
in thanksgiving for what almighty God  
has done and continues to do for you! 

 
Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father, 

There is no shadow of turning with Thee; 
Thou changest not, Thy compassions they fail not; 

As Thou has been thou forever wilt be. 
 

Summer and winter And springtime and harvest, 
Sun, moon and stars In their courses above; 

Join with all nature In manifold witness,  
To Thy great faithfulness, Mercy and love. 

 
Pardon for sin And a peace that endureth,  

Thine own dear presence To cheer and to guide; 
Strength for today And bright hope for tomorrow, 

Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! 
 

 —Taken from Then Sings My Soul 
  By Robert J. Morgan 2003 
   (Thomas Nelson, Inc.) 
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Your steadfast love, O Lord, extends to the heavens,  

Your faithfulness to the clouds (Psalm 36:5). 

My dear friends, 

Now that my term as LWML Treasurer is coming to a close, this is the last issue of the Treasured 
News. During the past three years, I have truly enjoyed communicating with you by means of this         
newsletter. My intent was to give you a report of the blessings received through our mites and also 

to show the impact those blessings made on the lives of our mission grant recipients. I pray you 
were blessed by the words written by Rev. Heckmann as he gave us scriptural reflections on the 
blessings of giving. The history of many hymns was thrown in just for fun!   
 
I look forward to seeing many of you in Des Moines  
and then again in Salt Lake City in 2017.   Abundant blessings!  Lois Anderson 


