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Mission Grant Proposal Summaries — 2023 Milwaukee Convention Ballot 
 
Whereas Statements Discontinued: It has been determined that Whereas Statements will no 
longer be required for mission grant proposals. All the necessary information has been included 
in the descriptions below. 
 
1. Sharing Christ with Women and Children in Kazakhstan — Lutheran Hour Ministries 
$100,000 
 
The mission of Lutheran Hour Ministries (LHM), based on the clear teaching of Scripture, is 
bringing Christ to the Nations and the Nations to the Church. The established LHM ministry 
center in Kazakhstan carries out Gospel outreach to a non-Christian country where many people 
are facing hardships and have limited opportunities to hear the Gospel. LHM has identified 
opportunities to reach out and share the Good News with women and their families in urban 
areas and remote villages. Effective outreach methods have included Christian training 
programs, resources, and media that allow them to share the love of Jesus. Outreach through 
media and Christian discipleship materials allow families to hear God’s message of salvation in 
culturally appropriate ways. This grant will support the powerful Christian witness of love to 
strengthen relationships, provide encouragement, and build faith in Jesus. 
 
2. Disaster Response Team — Trinity Lutheran Church, Tyler, TX $50,000 
 
Trinity Lutheran Church Disaster Response Team (TLC DRT) in Tyler, Texas, answers the call 
to serve our neighbors in need by ministering to the physical and spiritual needs of people 
affected by severe storms such as hurricanes, tornadoes, and floods. The team is comprised 
totally of volunteer workers who set up base camps in areas that have been affected by natural 
disasters. They listen compassionately to the stories of people who have been affected by storms 
and share Christ’s love with them in Word and action. TLC team’s equipment and trailers are 
also used by volunteers from other teams, causing additional wear and tear on equipment. This 
grant will allow repair and replacement of necessary equipment so the team can continue to be 
Christ’s hands and feet and share God’s love to people affected by disasters. 
 
3. Expanding Gospel Outreach to Hispanics in the U.S. — Lutheran Hour Ministries 
$100,000 
 
Hispanics have become the second largest ethnic population in the United States and Lutheran 
Hour Ministries (LHM) realizes that there are many opportunities to reach out with the Gospel 
using Christian resources that are available through media and outreach technology. LHM is not 
simply translating English materials into Spanish, they are crafting programming, media content, 
and written materials for Hispanics by Hispanics. These are applicable to daily life in the 
American culture and help to spread the Gospel. Working with LCMS ministry leaders, 
churches, districts, universities, and seminaries, LHM has been able to reach out to more of the 
Hispanic population. This grant will share God’s message of salvation with the Hispanic people 
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through technology in their own language, which will help strengthen their faith and encourage 
them to seek to learn more about Jesus. 
 
4. Fortifying Faith in Those with Vision Impairment — Lutheran Braille Workers $100,000 
 
Lutheran Braille Workers (LBW) has the opportunity to reach individuals with visual 
impairment who live in spiritual darkness with the hope and salvation of Jesus Christ. There are 
millions of people around the world who are blind or visually impaired. They seek to strengthen 
their Christian faith while coping with isolation and dealing with physical, mental, and spiritual 
struggles. They often find it difficult to access Scripture-based reading materials. This grant will 
provide LBW the opportunity to produce and add to their library 50 to 100 Scripture-based 
topical materials in Braille and specialized large print to help meet the spiritual and emotional 
needs of people who are visually impaired. Because LBW works with every Christian 
denomination, these materials would be available for outreach and evangelism at no cost to those 
who are blind or visually impaired regardless of faith or belief. 
 
5. Care for Street Children of Western Kenya — Capstone Ministries $50,000 
 
Capstone Ministries helps enrich the lives of former street boys and girls who have been 
reconciled with their families. Capstone Ministries works in Western Kenya, an area where over 
800 boys live on the street and survive by begging or stealing. They work to reconcile the boys 
with God and family. This grant will provide educational scholarships for day and boarding 
school as well as vocational training for 52 children. It will also provide 100 Bibles and 
catechisms, translated into Swahili, for 17 Bible study groups. Plus, it will support Capstone 
Camp which focuses on spiritual development, provides group counseling, scouting activities, 
and mentorship of primary school boys by secondary school boys. They invite 25 to 35 boys to 
participate in the one-week camp held at a rural university during the school break.  
 
6. Expanding Gospel Proclamation Worldwide — Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, MO 
$100,000 
 
The LCMS receives frequent requests from other Lutheran church bodies around the world to 
share theological knowledge and doctrinally sound practices. Supporting and expanding 
theological education is one of LCMS’s key mission priorities to ensure there will be well-
educated pastors to lead these congregations. Very few of these church bodies have the resources 
to send students to the United States for advanced studies and there is a need for seminary 
professors who have advanced theological degrees to instruct and mentor pastoral students in 
their home countries. God has equipped our seminary professors to fill this gap. International 
students will come to Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, to complete advanced degrees, and they 
will return to their country to train pastors who will then shepherd their local churches. This 
grant will provide aid to international students completing their advanced degrees. 
 
7. Siouxland Lutheran Hispanic Ministry — Hope Lutheran, South Sioux City, NE $50,000 
 
Hope Lutheran Church in South Sioux City, Nebraska, called Pastor Paul Flo to be the first full-
time missionary pastor for Siouxland Lutheran Hispanic Ministry. He is a missionary pastor for 
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LCMS churches in the Siouxland region which extends through the tri-state area of South 
Dakota, Nebraska, and Iowa. Pastor Flo collaborates with and trains local congregations to help 
meet the needs of the Hispanic people and share the Good News of Jesus. Siouxland Lutheran 
Hispanic Ministry is supported by local churches and at least two districts in their outreach to the 
Hispanic community. This grant will give additional support for Siouxland Lutheran Hispanic 
Ministry outreach and will be used for English as a Second Language classes, citizenship classes, 
community outreach events, Spanish Bibles, catechisms, hymnals and other resources, plus 
retreats, conventions, and special holiday meals.  
 
8. Lutheran Women in Mission Finish the Job ― Ministry in Mission, Haiti $85,000 
 
Ministry in Mission has been working in Haiti for 15 years with the leadership of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of Haiti to meet the needs of people as they respond to devastating hurricanes 
and political unrest. An earthquake in 2021 destroyed many churches and work was begun to 
rebuild the churches. Currently the churches are open for worship as work continues. The 
necessary materials are in the country to finish floors, repair electrical work, install toilets, and 
complete furnishings. This grant will help purchase other needed supplies to finish the 
restoration work. Ministry in Mission and the Lutheran Church of Haiti also continue to care for 
the spiritual and physical needs of the people at the Center of Refuge Orphanage and The 
Jacamel Lutheran Home for the elderly. 
 
9. Sharing Christ Crucified with High School Youth — Lutheran High School of Greater 
New Orleans, LA $35,000 
 
Lutheran High School of Greater New Orleans, the only high school in the LCMS Southern 
District, has been serving youth for over 50 years. It provides students with the opportunity to 
academically succeed in a safe environment, while educating them about their Lord and Savior 
through the teachings of the LCMS. Many of the students being served by the school are 
disadvantaged, culturally diverse, and unchurched. Because the school was devastated by 
Hurricane Ida, funds which would have been used for computers, school supplies, Christian 
materials, and scholarship aid are now being used for construction costs to rebuild one of the 
buildings. This grant will be matched by five generous donors and will be used to pay the tuition 
costs of ten students.  
 
10. Mobile Kitchen — Forged by Fire Services, Gulf States Region, U.S. $85,000 
 
Forged by Fire Services strives to actively make known the love of Jesus Christ through its 
actions and words by providing warm meals, bottled water, and spiritual care to people in times 
of need following a disaster or economic downturn. They pray with those in need and offer 
resources such as devotionals and Bibles. This grant will allow the purchase of a mobile, self-
contained kitchen trailer unit to provide meals in communities affected by disaster. Over 130,000 
meals have been served in the Gulf Coast region. The mobile kitchen will benefit smaller 
communities in need that are often overlooked by larger organizations. When serving, Forged by 
Fire Services strives to connect local LCMS congregations within the communities and shares 
the mercy and grace of Christ, one plate of food at a time.  
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11. New Life Children’s Center Spiritual Care Program — Lutheran Social Services of the 
South, TX $30,000 
 
Lutheran Social Services of the South (DBA Upbring) is a faith-based organization in Texas with 
strong connections to the LCMS. Abuse and neglect of children is a result of sin and is abhorrent 
to God’s divine intention for His creation. The staff of Upbring New Life Children’s Center 
work to break the cycle of child abuse and neglect by empowering children, families, and 
communities through individualized education, therapies, and spiritual care to bring healing in 
the lives of young girls aged 11–17. The center provides the safety, structure, and support they 
need to thrive. This grant will help finance the Spiritual Care Program designed to help these 
girls and promote Christ’s healing through a healthy relationship with God, which in turn 
motivates resiliency and creates support to break generational cycles of abuse and poverty.  
 
12. Feeding Haitian Children through Gospel and Meals — Trinity HOPE $58,082 
 
In Haiti, 4.4 million people suffer from acute hunger; the cycle of poverty is almost never 
broken. Haitian children attending school have trouble learning with empty stomachs. Trinity 
HOPE daily feeds and shares the Gospel with children, teachers, and cooks in Christian schools 
throughout the country. This grant will be used to feed approximately 538 children, teachers, and 
cooks each school day for two academic years at Paul et Isabel Lutheran School in Hinche, Haiti. 
Children are taught to pray before they eat and when not hungry, are better prepared to 
participate in classroom activities. They are fed physically and spiritually every day they are in 
school and become missionaries to their families, bringing them out of the darkness of voodoo, a 
national religion, and into the light of Jesus.  
 
13. A Healing Space for At-Risk Children — Dakota Boys and Girls Ranch, ND $100,000 
 
The Christ-centered, healing ministry of Dakota Boys and Girls Ranch creates an eternal, life 
giving, impact in the lives of children, age 10 to 18, who have faced unimaginable trauma. Due 
to childhood traumas of violence, abuse, neglect, and more, Ranch children experience 
debilitating emptiness and loneliness at the deepest of levels; levels that only Christ can heal. A 
gap in spiritual care on the Ranch’s Bismarck campus has been a chapel facility specifically 
designed to be a healing space for traumatized boys and girls. A construction date of Spring 2024 
has been set to build a chapel to serve as a healing space to help them know and experience the 
mercy of Christ and His healing power. This grant will help meet the construction costs of the 
Chapel on the Bismarck campus and provide healing for at-risk children.  
 
14. Afterschool Program, Talca, Chile — Lutheran Church of Chile $25,000 
 
LeadaChild Society (LeadaChild), an independent Lutheran Mission Agency dedicated to 
sharing the Good News of Jesus’ love to children through Christian education developing 
countries, currently supports the afterschool program in the city of Constitucion, in the central 
region of Chile. The program was started by the Lutheran Church of Chile with the help of 
LCMS Disaster and World Relief. LeadaChild provides training to teachers helping them to  
effectively share the Gospel in a classroom setting. The nearby village of Talca desires to 
replicate this afterschool program in their Lutheran congregation. This grant will provide the 
addition of classroom space to the church building in Talca to house the afterschool program. It 
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will also provide classroom furniture, initial educational materials, and help with the cost of an 
initial teacher/leadership training workshop. 
 
15. A Deeper Reach with Jesus into the Unreached ― Salam Ministries, U.S. $100,000 
 
Salam Ministries reaches out to Muslim families in San Diego and Orange County, California. 
Muslim immigrant and refugee families come from distressed areas of the world where family 
members continue to struggle. Through their work with these families, Salam Ministries has an 
ancillary impact beyond our borders for the sake of the Gospel. Salam Ministries provide English 
as a Second Language (ESL) classes, Arabic language classes, prayer, assistance in finding 
apartments, help to complete job applications and resumes, fellowship, meals, Bible study, 
driving lessons, and ministry to women, men, and children. Steady growth has revealed the need 
to add more space to gather for Bible study, training, and fellowship. This grant will provide 
partial rent payment for a Welcome Center and a van for transportation to further the work of 
outreach to Muslim families in Southern California.  
 
16. Showering Love on the Least of These — Mercy Holistic Ministry, CA $100,000 
 
Mercy Holistic Ministry (MHM) is a Sacramento, California based organization, established in 
2010, that provides dignified holistic services to restore and transform the lives of the homeless 
community in and around the city. Its ministry partners include various area LCMS 
congregations. In 2021, MHM purchased a two-stall shower trailer, literally bringing showers 
and the Gospel to the location of the homeless. Beyond showers, MHM provides personal 
hygiene kits, haircuts, clean clothing, and food to the people who come. They offer the 
opportunity to speak with someone who can pray for them, provide active listening, and give 
referrals to other services, such as shelters. Bible and prayer books are shared. This grant will 
enable MHM to offer an additional day per week of service and to purchase and retrofit a mobile 
closet trailer for clean clothing and hygiene kit storage. 
 
17. God’s Word for Central and South American Missions — Lutheran Heritage 
Foundation $100,000 
 
Lutheran evangelism efforts are being intensified in countries like the Dominican Republic, 
Chile, and Uruguay. The need for Spanish language Bibles, Luther’s Small Catechism, children’s 
materials, devotions, and other resources is continuous. New pastors who are being trained to be 
missionaries and evangelists need to be equipped with materials that help share the Good News. 
This grant will provide for the translation and printing costs of approximately 25,000 books by 
Lutheran Heritage Foundation (LHF). LHF will distribute the printed books free of charge to 
people in Central and South America who live from week to week and have little to no savings. 
Even though economic or political conditions may force missionaries to come and go in these 
countries, they leave behind the Lutheran books which continue to teach for generations. 
 
18. Nurture Faith for the Aging— Lutheran Ministries Media (Worship Anew) $100,000 
 
Lutheran Ministries Media (DBA Worship Anew) is well-known and established in the Lutheran 
community. It already reaches thousands of people throughout the United States with its 30-
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minute worship broadcasts and Hope-Full Living daily devotionals. It takes God’s Word to a 
growing population of aging, unchurched, and those in desperate need of hearing the Gospel. 
Worship Anew is rapidly growing each year and exceptionally positioned to reach a mass 
audience with the bold proclamation of our Lutheran doctrine through an expansion of printed 
and web-based resources. It seeks to nurture and strengthen the faith of aging adults by creating 
Biblical resources that address the concerns and difficulties of this critical stage of life. This 
grant will help develop and continue to provide Gospel-centered resources to our aging 
population and many others.  
 
19. Serving God’s Children with Special Needs — Journeys Lutheran School, Milwaukee, 
WI $100,000 
 
We are all children of God, despite our differences, challenges, and life experiences. The mission 
of Journeys Lutheran School is to serve God’s children age eight to 21 with special needs such as 
attention deficit disorder, learning disabilities, autism, anxiety, trauma, emotional behavior 
disorder, and obsessive-compulsive disorder. For 60 years the school, located in the Milwaukee 
area, has prepared students to maximize their spiritual, academic, physical, emotional, and social 
potential to become successful Christian members of society. Students are able to earn a high 
school diploma and participate in meaningful cultural, historical, and spiritual events. The 
enrollment in the high school program is growing. This grant will help purchase two vans to 
transport high school students enrolled in the School-to-Work Internship Program and students 
taking elective classes at nearby Martin Luther High School.  
 
20. Theological Libraries and Resources, Africa — LCMS Office of International Mission 
$28,500 
 
The LCMS encourages and supports Lutheran churches across Africa in pastoral education. 
Students training to be pastors and deaconesses need access to printed and digital resources in 
theological seminaries and training centers across Africa. This grant will help establish and 
fortify printed and digital library collections, cataloging, transport, and training for theological 
libraries of partner institutes and seminaries on the African continent. This will allow students to 
seek otherwise inaccessible theological knowledge, better equip them to provide pastoral care 
within their ministerial contexts, and enable pastors and deaconesses toward faithful stewardship 
of their national churches. These resources will equip the workers who will teach at regional 
Bible schools, oversee large parishes of 15–30 congregations, and enable the church to 
strengthen its clergy and leaders.  
 
21. Healthy Together: Healthy Workers, Healthy Church — Lutheran Family Services, 
U.S. $106,000 
 
God directs the church to care for those He calls to serve in ministry. Church workers and their 
families regularly face unprecedented stress, challenges, and suffering which affects their 
physical, psychological, emotional, and spiritual well-being. There is an urgent need for the 
church to support and care for church workers. Lutheran Family Services is responding to this 
need by launching a campaign to fund expansion of their services to support church workers and 
their families beyond Iowa and into the greater Midwest. These professional services are 
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provided on an ability-to-pay basis through support of individuals and congregations without 
funding from the Synod or government funding to not limit their Christ-centered ministry. This 
grant will help increase their ministry team of masters-level, licensed therapists who will provide 
marriage and family counseling that is Christ-centered. 
 
22. Bread of Life in Truth and Action — Martin Luther School, Queens, NY $40,000 
Martin Luther School (MLS) is a highly diverse college prep Lutheran middle/high school in 
Queens, where students are encouraged to grow in faith, flourish in academics, the arts, athletics, 
and life. The school instills the personal values of compassion and charity among students so that 
they may not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth (1 John 3:18b). MLS currently meets 
the needs of their food insecure students and neighbors through their Bread of Life Project — 
food collections, donations, and food production service projects. In a community hard-hit by the 
COVID–19 pandemic, this grant will allow MLS to expand their Bread of Life Project with a 
youth hunger retreat, establish an in-school food pantry formally recognized by the New York 
City Food Bank, and start a community soup kitchen to serve community meals around 
significant holidays.  
 
23. Enhancement of Deaf Ministry and Outreach — Ephphatha Lutheran Mission Society, 
U.S. $47,000 
 
There are an estimated 500,000 deaf users of American Sign Language (ASL) in the United 
States, 95% of whom are unchurched. There are 124 local or congregational deaf ministries in 
the LCMS; however, there is a severe shortage of Lutheran resources and interpreters. Ephphatha 
Lutheran Mission Society (ELMS) is dedicated to serving and supporting the deaf and hard of 
hearing community with the Gospel. This grant will help provide interpreters and resources to 
spread the Gospel message to deaf people in the United States by allowing ELMS to expand its 
Church Interpreter Training Academy to several satellite locations, potentially training more than 
100 new interpreters. It will also allow them to continue ASL translation work of the Lutheran 
Service Book settings 1, 2, 4, and Matins for the benefit of all those who are deaf. 
 
24. Growing Our Place: Care for Special Needs Students — Our Place After School Care, 
Inc., NE $20,000  
 
Our Place After School Care (Our Place) is a caring, Christian community for special needs 
students between the ages of 13 and 20 years old, who are unable to be safe when home alone 
and have aged-out of the Hastings area daycare facilities. Our Place benefited from the 
generosity of Faith Lutheran Church which provided space in its existing facilities for their 
operations. To expand the outreach and activities of Our Place, the Advisory Board 
recommended locating a new space to rent. A space has been located which will require little or 
no modification. This grant will serve as a funding bridge to cover the monthly rent, allow them 
to purchase software to open a store, and allow for scholarship aid to students.  
 
25. Equipping Young Leaders — LCMS Youth Ministry $50,000 
 
LCMS Youth Ministry faithfully leads, serves, provides resources, and networks with youth and 
adults working through LCMS districts and congregations — with Christ and His gifts at the 
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heart and center of everything. The sponsored YouthLead program and Servant Events are 
designed to train young leaders and give them opportunities for service. Offering YouthLead 
conferences regionally, piloting a new format of Servant Events to include leadership training, 
and increasing curriculums will offer service and leadership training to more teens and young 
adults. LCMS Youth Ministries wants to deepen their understanding of the needs of young 
people and the best practices for youth and young adult ministry. Survey results show the way to 
keep young people connected to the church is to give them chances to serve and lead. This grant 
will allow LCMS Youth Ministry to expand their current programs to equip young leaders. 
 
26. Upheld by God’s Hand, Mental Health Outreach — LCMS Life Ministry $96,500 
 
Millions of people in the United States are suffering with mental illness and disorders. There is a 
tremendous need and opportunity for Lutheran outreach to help these people and their family 
members cope with mental illnesses. Research validates that people seeking help for mental 
disorders might be more likely to consult a pastor than a clinical therapist or psychologist. 
Pastors, church workers, and lay leaders must be prepared to address the mental health and 
illness issues that members of the congregation and those outside the church may bring to them. 
The LCMS Task Force for Mental Illness, Health, and Wellness is coordinating with LCMS Life 
Ministry to develop and publish materials and resources to provide training for church workers 
and lay leaders related to mental health outreach and spiritual care. This grant will support the 
development of these materials. 
 
27. Foundations for Life: an LCMS Micro School — Messiah Lutheran Church, Charlotte, 
NC $84,064 
 
Messiah Lutheran Church (Messiah) in Charlotte is building on its 36-year history of success in 
educating preschool students by establishing a Christian K‒12 micro school with innovative, 
self-paced, individualized instruction in Christian values, academics, and life skills. Charlotte 
public schools are experiencing overcrowding and safety concerns as well as the lack of 
flexibility to individualize instruction and impart biblical values to students. There is no LCMS 
elementary-secondary school option in the Charlotte community and families are seeking an 
affordable option for Christian education that is based on LCMS beliefs. This grant will fund 
technology, as well as scholarship assistance, to ensure education to diverse families. Messiah 
has invested in extensive planning, constant prayer, and consultation with Soaring Education 
Services, a division of Open Sky Education, which specializes in development, launching, and 
sustaining of affordable non-traditional Christian schools. 
 
28. A Legacy of Love for Special Needs Children — Lutheran Special Education 
Ministries, U.S. $100,000 
 
One in five children in the United States has a learning need. Each child is unique, they all learn 
at a different pace, and some require different approaches to learning. Parents often must make 
the choice between public school that addresses their learning needs or Christian education that 
develops their spirituality. Lutheran Special Education Ministries (LSEM) serves schools, 
churches, and families to advance the success of children who have learning needs by providing 
resources to benefit them in the classroom but also in their church communities. They have 
served God’s children with special needs for 150 years. This grant will allow LSEM to continue 
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to develop and research tools and techniques so they can provide resources to Lutheran churches 
to welcome, integrate, and support children with specialized needs and their families in their 
church bodies. 
 
29. Bringing God’s Word to India ― India Bible Translation Project $100,000 
 
Thirty-two million Christians living in India do not have access to a study Bible in their own 
language that has abundant, doctrinally sound study notes, and commentary to help in 
understanding God’s Word. The India Bible Translation Project’s mission is to publish the study 
notes and commentary from The Lutheran Study Bible into the Tamil and Telugu language. This 
grant will provide funds to complete the translation work. With The Lutheran Study Bible 
translated in their heart language, indigenous Indian pastors, seminarians, and members of 
Lutheran churches in India and Sri Lanka will be better able to understand and share the Good 
News of Jesus Christ. The Indian Lutheran Study Bible will be a great blessing to the members of 
the India Evangelical Lutheran Church and Ceylon Evangelical Lutheran Church in Sri Lanka. 
 
30. Water and the Word – Evangelical Lutheran Church in Kenya $80,000 
 
Students in schools and orphanages sponsored by the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Kenya 
(ELCK) lack clean water and regular access to pastoral care. Water and the Word, based in 
Thermopolis, Wyoming, works with the ELCK to improve water systems for the schools. After 
evaluating a school’s needs, Water and the Word installs water harvesting equipment (rain 
gutters and tanks), locally sourced filters, hand wash stations, and clean water storage systems. 
Students and staff are taught about personal hygiene, handwashing, and the importance of 
drinking only clean water. After installation, an ELCK pastor (trained in water equipment) visits 
the schools every 3–4 months to ensure that the water system is working, visits with the children, 
and provides needed pastoral care. This grant will provide clean water and cover travel expenses 
for pastoral care to students in 12 additional schools and orphanages in Kenya.  
 
31. Set to Serve: Respite Care Training — Voice of Care, U.S. $100,000 
 
Approximately 61 million people in the United States live with a disability and more than 80% 
are unchurched. Families with a member who requires constant caregiving, may slowly find 
themselves vanishing from congregational life. The need for caregiver respite is critical. Voice of 
Care Set to Serve: Respite and Companion Care Training prepares trainees to serve in homes and 
to provide respite drop-off activities in a church setting, allowing families to leave their loved 
ones in the care of qualified volunteers. This grant will be used to cover the cost of eight training 
workshops for congregations and will help with the cost of ongoing congregational support 
services and the option to pursue further training to train others. Voice of Care strives to equip 
congregations to embrace, empower, and engage people who experience disabilities and their 
families in their walk with Christ.  
 
32. Walking with Youth Transitioning to Adulthood — Fairmount Ministries, Wichita, KS 
$60,000 
 
University Lutheran Ministry Association (DBA Fairmount Ministries) seeks to engage Wichita 
State University (WSU) and the surrounding community with a ministry of presence and 
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encouragement, using the Fairmount Coffee Company coffee shop as a vessel to build 
relationships with all who enter. Statistics currently show that 66% of young adults walk away 
from the Lord during college, and resources to engage, equip, and empower this generation are 
limited. About 13% of the students at WSU are international students, so there are numerous 
opportunities to share the Gospel with young adults who did not grow up in the church. This 
grant will allow Fairmount Ministries to expand its ministries and programs, plus provide 
training, resources, and ministry support to empower students to grow in faith, follow Jesus, and 
share the Gospel message with others. 
 
33. Orphan Grain Train Servant Center — Orphan Grain Train, U.S. $100,000 
 
Orphan Grain Train (OGT) has carried out the mission of the Lord for thirty years by providing 
humanitarian service. They work through the church so the Gospel always accompanies their 
service. They have assisted orphans, carried out domestic disaster relief, gathered, sorted, 
packed, and distributed food, clothing, medical supplies, equipment, and educational materials 
for those experiencing poverty in the U.S. and internationally. The original facility in Norfolk, 
Nebraska, is outdated and lacking adequate space to carry out their expanding work. They need 
to build an additional facility to increase their mission capacity and increase the safety level for 
volunteers. With an increased work area, larger groups of volunteers can work on donations 
received and the output of mercy meals can double to 10,000,000 meals annually. This grant will 
help OGT complete their building project. 
 
34. Zoe’s Home Support — Zoe’s Home, Trinity Lutheran Church, Clinton, MO $75,000 
 
Zoe’s Home, a ministry of Trinity Lutheran Church in Clinton, Missouri, helps homeless and at-
risk pregnant and parenting women in need. The home enables women at risk of abortion or 
losing parental custody to overcome their current life situations and obstacles. Residents of Zoe’s 
Home engage in spiritual care through church activities and required Bible studies. The women 
participate in activities and classes to grow life skills in parenting, finances, cooking, and 
hygiene. After a one-year stay in Zoe’s Home, the residents’ goals are to complete their 
education, find steady employment, procure reliable transportation, attain financial 
independence, find independent housing, and actively engage in church and community support 
services. This grant will provide funds to meet the costs to ensure housing, food, transportation, 
life skills education, case management, and staffing for Zoe’s Home. 
 
35. Breaking Generational Poverty in Detroit Families — Camp Restore Detroit, Detroit, 
MI $90,000 
 
Camp Restore Detroit has been called to be a partner in breaking the cycle of generational 
poverty in Detroit by working with families and community leaders in a Christ-centered 
atmosphere, where families can learn and grow with access to education and needed resources. 
Camp Restore Detroit fills the Children’s Outreach House, Adult Outreach House, and the land 
surrounding it with programs and ministry aimed at sharing God’s love as they work together to 
restore hope, support health and wellness, raise the educational levels of children and adults, and 
support vocational skill building in a Christ-centered environment. This grant will fund 
furnishings for both houses, tools for learning including Bibles, SMARTboards, and computers. 
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Additionally, a Maker’s Space, and a Storybook Learning and Reading Garden for community 
members and their children will be created. 
 
36. New Location for Transitional Housing — Welcome Home Collaborative, Cincinnati, 
OH $100,000 
 
Welcome Home Collaborative (WHC) is a Christian-based transitional housing program located 
near downtown Cincinnati, Ohio, with a connection to Prince of Peace Lutheran Church. The 
mission of WHC is to serve those who are marginalized, experiencing homelessness and 
suffering from mental illness. It works to help the homeless, working poor, and struggling 
families by offering temporary housing in a program environment that includes a life coach 
along with specific program rules and procedures to follow in order to achieve transformational 
change. With the guidance of life coaches and help of the Holy Spirit, lives are transformed. This 
grant will help complete the remodeling of a home recently purchased that can house six 
additional homeless men. With the remodeled house, there will be seven WHC transitional 
homes serving the marginalized in Cincinnati. 
 
37. Repairs for St. Paul’s Lutheran School — St. Paul’s Lutheran School, Cullman, AL 
$50,000 
 
St. Paul’s Lutheran School has served the church and the Cullman community since 1887, and 
the current building was built in 1951. St. Paul’s is one of two Lutheran elementary schools in 
northern Alabama. It currently teaches classes pre-kindergarten through 6th grade, with the intent 
to add 7th and 8th grades. The building has been through multiple tornadoes and there are now 
safety concerns which need to be addressed, including replacement of windows, emergency 
doors, and updated heating technology. Because of its location, the school is a mission, reaching 
unchurched children and their families. Parents are encouraged to attend the daily chapel services 
and families attend Sunday Divine Service, especially when their child or children sing. This 
grant would assist in the updating of the heating system and replacement of windows and 
emergency doors. 
 
38. Mercy Ministry in Motion — Faith Lutheran Church, Shreveport, LA $48,875 
 
In 2017, St. Paul (predominantly Caucasian) and Faith (predominantly African American) 
Lutheran Churches joined together into one ministry of Word, Sacrament, and mercy — Faith 
Lutheran Church. They moved to the St. Paul location, which is in a changing community with 
high poverty and crime rates. Reaching out to the community they planted a year-round 
community garden and built an outdoor basketball court where the pastor and members can be 
found shooting hoops. They host community cookouts, sponsor clothing giveaways, teach 
vacation Bible school, collect food for a local food pantry, and invite neighbors to worship and 
Sunday school. This grant will allow the congregation to purchase a church van enabling them to 
better serve the community and its own members, especially helping youth and adults participate 
together in servant events, church-based retreats, and their outreach ministry to the Sickle Cell 
Disease Association. 
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39. Christ's Care for Children: Kenya — LCMS Office of International Mission, Africa 
Region $80,000 
 
Christ’s Care for Children: Kenya is a child sponsorship program linked to Project 24. The 
program cares for vulnerable children living at one of eight Project 24 boarding facilities 
managed by the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Kenya through support by the LCMS. This 
sponsorship program matches donors in the U.S. with children who are living at the Project 24 
sites and gives these children the opportunity for a successful life through spiritual care and 
education while providing safe housing, meals, and life lessons on self-care and sustainability. 
This grant introduces a 50/50 matching challenge to motivate donors. Each time a new sponsor 
— or an existing sponsor choosing an additional student — commits to a sponsorship with a 
commitment of two years, the donor would provide $45 per month and this grant will provide 
$45 in matching funds.  
 
40. Life Connection Events and Kits — Lutherans for Life $70,000 
 
The mission of Lutherans for Life (LFL) is to renew hearts with the Word of the Lord and to 
receive every human being as a sister or brother with whom we may share God’s everlasting 
blessings. Life issues like an unplanned pregnancy or a terminal diagnosis offer us mission 
moments. LFL has learned that youth and students gravitate toward activity-oriented 
involvement and have developed a framework consisting of two elements — namely, pilot 
events and "event-in-a-box" kits designed to intentionally connect young adults with seasoned 
local Life Teams, Life Chapters, and LFL pioneers. Participants will learn to conduct life-
affirming education and service in their own neighborhoods. This grant will provide funds to 
support the outreach effort to young adults to encourage their involvement in LFL Life Teams 
and Life Chapters.  
 
41. Camp Dixie Outdoor Ministries Flooring — Elberta, AL $50,000 
 
Camp Dixie Lutheran Outdoor Ministries provides summer camp to youth in the Alabama area. 
The camp provides a place for campers and staff according to their mission statement, “to grow 
spiritually, physically, emotionally, and intellectually, in a positive way by experiencing, 
reflecting, and evaluating in an outdoor-based Christ-centered program.” The camp is also rented 
to other groups throughout the year. In September 2020, Hurricane Sally made landfall and 
caused flooding and a storm surge at Camp Dixie — ruining floors, windows, and mattresses, 
along with other destruction. Their regular fried chicken dinner fundraisers in several months of 
2020 and 2021 were cancelled due to the COVID-19 pandemic and caused a huge decrease in 
their income. This grant will be used to help replace flooring and complete other repairs to camp 
buildings. 
 
42. Proclaim the Gospel, Serve in Mercy — LCMS Office of National Mission $41,000 
 
The LCMS Office of National Mission extends its work of mission outreach, education, and 
mercy through independent Recognized Service Organizations (RSOs) whose programs are in 
harmony with the doctrine and practice of the LCMS. RSOs serve the needs of all God's people 
and may sometimes need assistance in proclaiming the Gospel and strengthening and 
maintaining their Lutheran leadership. The LCMS Office of National Mission supports and 
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works with independent RSOs and may receive requests for resources such as Bibles, children's 
Bible story books, women's devotional study books, guidance and resources for their leadership 
staff. This grant will purchase resources and provide leadership training for RSOs so they can 
strongly live out their Lutheran identity in Word and Sacrament ministry and in acts of mercy. 
 
43. Tanzania Children’s Homes — Evangelical Lutheran Church of Tanzania, Africa 
$74,500 
 
The Tanzania Children’s Home welcomes albino children to offer security, care, and education. 
Albinism (limited melanin pigment in the skin, eyes, and hair) is especially prevalent in 
Tanzania. Children with albinism face health risks of skin cancer and visual impairment and are 
threatened by the pagan practices of the tribal religions that falsely teach their body parts have 
magical powers to make one rich, successful, and powerful. The home offers security and 
specialized care for the children that their families cannot provide and is located on the campus 
of the Lutheran Boarding School in Mwadui They are raised in the knowledge and love of the 
Lord and are transported to the Mwadui Lutheran Secondary School for their education. This 
grant will help purchase a bus for safe transportation of the children and will contribute to the 
support of the children. 
 
44. Set Apart to Serve — LCMS Office of Pastoral Education $100,000 
 
Set Apart to Serve is a Synod-wide initiative that focuses on forming and recruiting full-time 
church workers to teach the saving faith to God’s people. Since Christ provides workers for His 
church through His people, every congregation needs to talk intentionally to our youth and adults 
about church work to stimulate enrollment in Christian education, deaconess, director of parish 
music, director of family life, and seminary programs. This grant will partially fund anticipated 
expenses of a broad, rigorously planned, and well-constructed, multi-year sustained effort across 
the LCMS to affect a positive, cultural change in the way church worker vocations are perceived. 
Prospective students will be encouraged and inspired to consider and prepare to serve the Church 
in lifelong professions that advance the Gospel both in the U.S. and abroad. 
 
45. Walking Together in the Mission Field — LCMS Office of International Mission 
$50,000 
 
The LCMS Office of International Mission (OIM) recruits, trains, sends, and cares for our 
missionaries, human care workers, and international educators. OIM continually receives 
additional requests for pastors and is not able to immediately fulfill the request. However, our 
church partners have pastors who are uniquely equipped for an open position in the mission field 
because of their culture, language, and availability to deploy. Pastors from partner churches who 
coordinate with the LCMS as missionaries or instructors are called Alliance Missionaries. 
Alliance missionaries do not replace LCMS missionaries, they work together complementing and 
strengthening each other. Alliance Missionaries typically do not have a large church membership 
supporting them from home and they are not able to raise their own funds for support. This grant 
will provide a portion of the monetary support needed by Alliance Missionaries working 
alongside the LCMS.  


