
Lois Anderson of Twin Falls, Idaho, is a doer! She is a 
modern-day disciple, joyfully and capably serving as 
LWML Treasurer, chair of the LWML Finance and 

Investment Committees, and Host Committee chair of the 
2017 LWML Convention in Salt Lake City, utah. As time 
allows, she serves LWML locally and at her home congregation, 
Peace Lutheran Church, in Filer. She enjoys attending district 
LWML retreats at Camp Perkins, nestled in the Sawtooth 
Mountains, and is an avid quilter. Each year Lois enters her 
prize-winning dahlias and home baked goods in the Twin Falls 
County Fair. (Her lemon-poppy seed muffins are delicious!)
Lois is also a valued member of the Planned Giving Council for 
Gifts of Love Ministry, where she has gained valuable knowl-
edge about charitable giving and gift planning.  
Even people who are doers put off things that are important. 
Important details get moved down the priority list for one 
reason or another. That’s what happened to Lois, who desired 
to update her estate plan but found herself moving her pile of 
accumulated papers from one spot to another. Lois shared, “I’ve 
been thinking about organizing my estate papers for some time 
but haven’t done it yet. When I learned more about the Gifts of 
Love Ministry and how I could share my faith with my family 
and friends, I knew it was God’s prompting. Now is the time!”
Through Lois’ varied LWML leadership roles, she heard Gifts 
of Love presentations that explained how one can share her 
faith through her will and that retirement assets can be taxed 
when transferred to heirs at death. She wanted to learn more. 

We met by phone and accomplished much of her planning, 
long distance.
Lois’ husband, Virgil, has already gone to be with the Lord. 
Lois wanted to be sure her plan shared her faith and grace-filled 
values with their two sons and grandchildren. She decided to in-
clude a Christian Preamble in her will. Many people focus only 
on distributing their money, property, and possessions through 
their will or trust. However, a Christian Preamble allows you to 
share your true wealth: your belief in Jesus Christ and His gift 
of everlasting life through your statement of faith.  
Lois also wanted to be sure that The Lutheran Church— 
Missouri Synod ministries she cares about, including LWML, 
were remembered in her plan in the best way possible. She 
decided to gift her tax-deferred assets to ministry, which can 
receive them tax-free. She accomplished this by naming the 
ministries as her beneficiary.  
Lois now serves as a Gift Planning Advocate (GPA) for the utah-
Idaho District. She shared, “I am very proud to be a GPA and will 
continue to work diligently to educate the women in my district 
and beyond, as I am capable. I see the professional work Linda 
does, how the people she works with are blessed, and how our 
LWML ministry is being blessed as well.”
What a privilege it has been to assist Lois in putting her faith in 
action through her plan and to witness the Holy Spirit at work 
in her! Now she will help to multiply the ministry through her 
efforts as a GPA. To God be the glory!

multiplying 
the ministry  
by Linda Gage , Gift Planning Counselor 

For more information contact lwmlgiftplanner@lwml.org or call 
1(888)482-8425. Please consider naming LWML in your estate plan.
Our legal name is Lutheran Women’s Missionary League.
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In many Southeast Asian countries, the Bible 
book is one of the few books children own and, 
for that reason, it is precious. Dinh Au Hai is 
the director of Lutheran Hour Ministries in 
Vietnam, where all 2,000 of the Vietnamese-
language Child’s Garden of Bible Stories were 
claimed within less than two months!
Dinh said he has seen, in a very personal 
way, how important the Bible story books 
are to children. 

“My son Danny is 8 years old,” he said. “He 
has already read the whole book, but he still 
takes it to school to read again at break time. 
When I asked him whether he liked it, Danny 
said, ‘Of course, but I am so sad and a little 
disappointed.’  When I asked him why, he 
said, ‘Because I wanna read more stories about 
what happened after Paul [the last story in the 
book]!’  When I told him I would talk to the 
authors about writing more of these interesting 
stories, he shouted, ‘Yeah!’”

“I hope our sisters in the LWML can see how 
mightily the Holy Spirit is working through 
their mites,” said Rev. Matthew Heise, LHF 
executive director. “People in Southeast Asia 
are so hungry to hear about the one true 
God. Through LHF’s partnership with the 
LWML, 20,000 families are receiving books 
in their languages that introduce them to the 
Savior — and we’re just getting started!” Q
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