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 TIME
TIME is a gift from God. Psalm 139:16 states:  All the days ordained for me were written in Your 
[God’s] book before one of them came to be. Our times are truly in God’s hands (Psalm 31:15). 
And, regardless of the number of years God ordains for us, we say with the Psalmist, “You have 
made my days a mere handbreadth; the span of my years is as nothing before you. Each man’s life 
is but a breath” (Psalm 39:5). Jesus reminds us that we cannot add a single hour to our lives by 
worrying about it (Matthew 6:27). Ecclesiastes 3:1 reminds us that there is a time for everything, 
and a season for every activity under heaven.

So, what are we to do with God’s gift of TIME? St. Paul gives this instruction: And do this, 
understanding the present time. The hour has come for you to wake up from your slumber, because 
our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed. The night is nearly over; the day is almost 
here. So let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light (Romans 13:11-12). St. 
Paul also gives us this encouragement in Ephesians 5:15-16: Be very careful, then, how you live—
not as unwise but as wise, making the most of every opportunity, because the days are evil.

As maturing stewards we receive TIME as a gift from God and strive to make the best use of it in 
our family relationships, work, and other life activities. We do this not only as an obligation, but 
also as a free and joyous activity. At the end of our lives when we stand before the Judge of every 
human being we will rejoice when the King says, “Well done, good and faithful servant” (Matthew 
25:21).

In January we usually make a lot of good resolutions and many of us will do it again, with some of 
those resolutions dealing with our wise use of TIME. Now we can reflect on how we’re doing … 
and resolve again to use our gift of TIME in a way that honors God and blesses others. And that 
is only fitting because “maturing stewards do the right things for the right reasons and strive for 
excellence in all they do, including the wise use of their time.”
  

TALENTS
Our TALENTS include the gifts, skills, and abilities that God has given to us. We often hear 
people talking about their “God-given abilities.” And this is right on target because all we are and 
have is a gift from a good and gracious God.

Our TALENTS include the gifts that God has entrusted to us. The 12th chapters of both Romans 
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and 1 Corinthians speak about some of these gifts and remind us that the Holy Spirit gives 
various gifts according to His will, and He desires that we use these gifts for the common good (1 
Peter 4:10).

Using our God-given TALENTS wisely and well produces the fruit of the Spirit that Paul 
mentions in Galatians 5:22: But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.

Just as God provided skilled workers to help with the building of the Old Testament tabernacle 
and temple, so He continues to bless His people today with special gifts and skills to be of 
service in ways that honor God and bless others. We are members of the body of Christ (in our               
congregations and LWML) and each of us has TALENTS to put to work within that body so that 
it may be built up to be the worshipping, witnessing, and serving community that God intends.

Make every effort to discover your gifts, skills, and abilities and find ways to put them to work in 
your community.

TREASURE
TREASURE, or money, is what people most often think about when they hear the term 
“stewardship.” And it is true that money and, specifically, the wise use and management of money 
are important parts of Christian stewardship.  

One of the Bible passages that speaks to the wise use of money is 1 Timothy 6:17-19:  Command 
those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is 
so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. 
Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share. In this 
way they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age, so that they 
may take hold of life that is truly life.

There are only a few things we can do with money—earn it, give it, save it, spend it, and bequeath 
it. Good stewardship means striving to keep a healthy balance with these uses. For example, 
one can get so concerned with earning that he overworks at the expense of his health and 
relationships. Or, one can get carried away with spending and not have anything left for giving 
and saving.

The above Scripture passages affirm that God gives us all kinds of good gifts for our enjoyment, 
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but adds that we are to use these gifts for more than our own enjoyment. Our cold and selfish 
natures encourage us to use money and goods only for ourselves, adopting some strange strategy 
like, “God helps those who help themselves.” But the new nature within us because of the working 
of the Holy Spirit urges us to use all our gifts, including the gift of money, for the common good 
and for the expansion of God’s kingdom on earth.  

What joy will follow us into heaven when our glorious Lord commends us for our wise use 
of money (along with all of His gifts to us) and says, “Well done, good and faithful servant!”  
(Matthew 25:21).

TRASH
TRASH refers to our care of God’s creation. God created all things in heaven and on earth. 
Therefore, all created things and beings belong to Him. He also made the first man and woman 
in His image and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. 
Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the 
ground” (Genesis 1:28).

According to Genesis 2:15, God put Adam into the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it. 
He was the first manager of something that belonged to God, and he was to manage it according 
to God’s wishes. Unfortunately, he and Eve disobeyed God and desired to do things their own 
way. Through this act of disobedience, sin entered into the world; therefore, the earth and 
everything on it was cursed because of that sin. And yet, this is a marvelous earth with all its 
beauty and bounty, and we are still God’s caretakers and managers.

It is almost incredible to fathom that over seven billion people now live on planet Earth. 
According to God’s design there are ample resources on earth to satisfy the needs of all living 
creatures. The truth is that God provides but man divides. Our stewardship of the air, earth, water, 
crops, livestock, and other resources on earth is of critical importance. Polluted air and water, 
world hunger and trashy environments give evidence to the need for improved stewardship of 
God’s creation.

TOUCH
TOUCH refers to the relationships we have with God and with each other. It is similar to what   
St. John wrote about in 1 John 1:3-4: We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that 
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you may also have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son, Jesus 
Christ. We write this to make our joy complete.

TOUCH also refers to the relationships we have with our families, neighbors, coworkers, and 
others in our communities and society. As God’s stewards, we are to adopt the role of a servant in 
our dealings with each other (John 13:14-15), provide for our family members (1 Timothy 5:8), 
and carry each other’s burdens (Galatians 6:2). In short, we are to use every opportunity to do good 
to others, especially to those who belong to the family of believers (Galatians 6:10).

While here upon earth in visible form, Jesus went about everywhere doing good to all He 
encountered—those who loved Him as well as those who hated Him. In Matthew 25:40 Jesus said, 
“I tell you the truth, whatever you did (fed the hungry, gave drink to the thirsty, clothed the naked, 
and visited those who were sick or in prison) for one of the least of these brothers of Mine, you did 
for Me.”

How blessed it is to have many opportunities to “touch” others in so many positive ways. What 
joy we will have when the King on the last day declares to us: “Well done, good and faithful 
servant,” (Matthew 25:21) because you took the time and made the effort to touch one of the least 
of My brothers.

TESTIMONY
It might seem a bit strange to talk about the stewardship of TESTIMONY. But Jesus instructed 
His disciples of all ages to make disciples, teaching and baptizing and encouraging people to 
follow God’s teachings (Matthew 28:18-20). He also told His first disciples that they were to be 
His witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and to the ends of the earth (Acts 1:8).

As modern day disciples we also desire to be faithful witnesses, saying and doing all that we 
can to give witness to our Lord Jesus Christ who desires that all people be saved and come to the 
knowledge of the truth (1 Timothy 2:4). 

St. Peter in his first letter (3:15) instructs us with these words: But in your hearts set apart Christ 
as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the 
hope you have. But do this with gentleness and respect. 

With that in mind, I would like to share with you a thought or two about a concept borrowed 
from the business world. It is called an “Elevator Speech.” What it is, very simply, is a presentation 
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you have worked on, planned, thought through, practiced, refined, and worked on again that will 
tell a person the message you would like to share with them, in our case the Gospel message of 
Jesus Christ, in the amount of time you have with others on an elevator. (If you have more time 
you will, of course, be blessed to expand on your speech.) In short, it is a quick (the two minutes 
or so that you are on an elevator with someone) sharing of the Gospel that will excite the hearer, 
and through the power of the Holy Spirit, hopefully lead them to want to know more, either then 
or at some other time.

What a privilege to be able to do the work that the angels of God long to do—that is, give our 
testimony of the joy, peace, and hope that are ours because of the redeeming work of Jesus Christ! 
And what added joy we will have to take into eternity when the words of Daniel 12:3 are fully 
fulfilled: Those who are wise will shine like the brightness of the heavens, and those who lead many 
to righteousness, like the stars forever and ever.

TISSUE
TISSUE refers to the care and use of our bodies. St. Paul reminds us of some important truths in 
1 Corinthians 6:19-20: Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, 
whom you have received from God? You are not your own; you were bought at a price. Therefore, 
honor God with your body. 

With the Psalmist we declare that we are fearfully and wonderfully made (Psalm 139:14). Each 
one of us is special to God, endowed and gifted just the way He wanted to endow and gift us, so 
that we can be His instruments for good in this world.

The stewardship of TISSUE involves many things, such as proper nourishment, exercise, 
grooming, and other related items. It also refers to such issues as organ donations and transplants, 
blood donations, various kinds of medical care, and the whole spectrum of life issues from 
conception until after death.

Viewing ourselves and others as special creations by God encourages us to have the utmost 
respect for life at every point on the spectrum. On the Last Day when the King says, “Well done, 
good and faithful servant” (Matthew 25), He will be referring also to our stewardship of our 
physical welfare as well as that of others.


