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God Understands 
Devotion 

 
 

Dear Lord, 
You remind me that I am Your beloved child. 
Knowing You love me makes me feel important. 
I want to please You and others. 
I try to play the role of servant, 
But people are not always grateful. 
Sometimes they take advantage of me. 
In fact, at times I’m criticized for what I do. 
 Do You understand how that hurts? 
 
You say I’m somebody special. 
That’s a happy thought when I’m alone with You. 
But it’s quickly rubbed out by reality. 
People make so many demands of me. 
They push and pull me in all directions. 
Do this! Do that! Go there! Come here! 
At times I’d like to get away from it all. 
 Do You understand what it’s like to be bone weary? 
 
You tell me to have faith. 
But life is tough, Lord. 
I see innocent people suffering 
not only terrible physical pain but also mental anguish. 
Some are crushed when those they love desert them. 
Evil often seems to triumph. 
The bad guys appear to win! 
 Do You understand how hard it is to cope with injustice? 
 
You say You’re always with me. 
Your promise comforts and strengthens me. 
I should be able to face problems unafraid 
and take on challenges with courage. 
But discouragement, disappointment, and pain 
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make You at times seem distant and indifferent. 
I feel forsaken. 
 Do You understand how awful it is to feel forsaken? 
 
Forsaken? Lord Jesus, of course, You understand! 
You really were forsaken — by God, 
hanging on that dreadful cross 
with the guilt of all mankind heaped upon Your head. 
How far You had to go to 
rescue all mankind from the terror of 
God-forsakenness! 
 You understand agony! 
 
You, God’s special, only begotten Child, 
were willing to give up the full use of Your 
majesty and power to take on the role of servant. 
You went about doing good. 
Yet You were criticized, rebuffed, rejected. 
Friends disappointed, denied, betrayed You. 
Though innocent, You were humiliated, tortured, executed. 
 You understand injustice! 
 
But evil did not triumph! 
You are the Conqueror! 
You rose the Victor over death! 
What a great Lord and Savior You are! 
Praise to Your glorious name! 
I want to spend my life pleasing You. 
I want to be like You, Jesus, a servant.  
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