
Brothers: I offer these words to you either as a complete sermon, ready to be proclaimed, or as starter 
thoughts for your deliberation. To God be the Glory as I pray for His richest blessings upon your 
preparation, and proclamation of, His most Holy Word on LWML Sunday 2015. 

This sermon is meant to be proclaimed anytime after the closing worship service held at the 36th LWML 
Biennial Convention in Des Moines, Iowa, on June 28, 2015. 

Rev. John Heckmann, LWML Senior Counselor (2011-2015) 

 

LWML SUNDAY 2015 
SEEK FIRST THE KINGDOM OF GOD 

 
Based on Matthew 6:26, 32b, 33 

Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly 
Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they? … and your heavenly Father knows that 
you need them. But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you 
as well (Matthew 6:26, 32b, 33).  
 

Lutheran Women’s Missionary League Pledge 
In fervent gratitude for the Savior's dying love and His blood-bought gift of redemption we dedicate 
ourselves to Him with all that we are and have; and in obedience to His call for workers in the harvest 
fields, we pledge Him our willing service wherever and whenever He has need of us. We consecrate to 
our Savior our hands to work for Him, our feet to go on His errands, our voice to sing His praises, our 
lips to proclaim His redeeming love, our silver and our gold to extend His kingdom, our will to do His 
will, and every power of our life to the great task of bringing the lost and the erring into eternal 
fellowship with Him. Amen.  
(LWML League Pledge, © 1955 authored by Rev. Harry Fricke) 

 

Sermon Text: Seek First the Kingdom of God 
As you come to worship today, on this LWML Sunday, what is it that you are worried about? Yes, I 
know that any good pastor or any well-intentioned brother or sister in Christ will tell you that you should 
not worry, but we do. All of us. We know we shouldn’t. We tell others they shouldn’t. We don’t really 
like it when they tell us we shouldn’t. In fact the advice contained in the old song by the same title 
“Don’t Worry, Be Happy” rolls off the tongue smoothly when we are gathered with our brothers and 
sisters in Christ here at _________________ Lutheran Church or when we are gathered with very large 
groups of like-minded Christians at an LWML Zone or District event, or even at an LWML national 
Convention.  

In fact, worry was likely the last thing thousands of saints experienced at the end of June 2015 in Des 
Moines, Iowa, as the LWML got together for their 36th Biennial Convention. This convention was based 
around the theme “Bountiful! Sow ∙ Nourish ∙ Reap.” From what we experienced in person (if that 
applies to anyone in your congregation), to what we have heard from others and what we have read about 
this incredible event, God’s children were blessed to be able to sow the seeds of faith in the lives of those 
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God placed in their path. Those in attendance were reminded of their Baptism through which the seed of 
faith was sown into their hearts. They were nourished through God’s Word and the Sacrament of Holy 
Communion as they spent much time gathered around that very Word of God in worship settings, Bible 
studies, devotions and time together with roommates in the hotels. The convention body put this 
nourishment to good use in God’s Kingdom as new LWML Mission Grant recipients were selected for 
the 2015-2017 biennium. In selecting these grants, the LWML commits to support them with prayers and 
offerings. Those in attendance also celebrated the success God gave to His saints in the mission field 
through the last biennium. 

Everything was wonderful. For many there was not a care in the world as they spent time on that 
mountaintop. Then in the closing worship service Rev. Keith Piotter, pastor of Our Savior Lutheran 
Church in Bettendorf, Iowa, shared God’s Word and the urgency to go into the communities and 
churches and families from which they came to sow and nourish the seeds of faith, and reap the harvest 
by the power of the Holy Spirit working in each of us and in those with whom we share the Good News 
of our crucified and risen Savior, Jesus Christ.   

At the conclusion of the Divine Service, and like it is every Sunday when the Divine Service is over, it 
was, and is, time to leave the mountaintop. It’s time to get to the work that we have been nourished to do, 
praying as we sing in the hymn “Tis Good, Lord, to Be Here.” “Tis good, Lord, to be here! Yet we may 
not remain; But since Thou bidst us leave the mount, Come with us to the plain.” (LSB 414, stanza 5) 

How do we, the redeemed, the bought back, sons and daughters of the King respond to this awesome 
mission challenge our Father places before us? Perhaps we worry as He calls us off the mountain and 
back into the sin darkened world in which we live to share with them the Good News of Christmas and 
Easter – the Good News of the Savior, born at Christmas, crucified, died, and buried on Good Friday, 
resurrected Easter morning, ascended back to heaven forty days later; sitting at the right hand of God 
until He returns to judge the living and the dead. We worry whether or not we “shared it right” and how 
people will receive this Good News.  

Interestingly, even though this Good News is our blessed assurance, for whatever reason it causes us to 
tremble, tremble, tremble (“Were You There,” LSB 456) every time we hear the call to share it with 
others.   

We might want to say to our pastor: “Pastor, every time you talk about the opportunity God offers to us 
to be “evangelists,” to be sowers and nourishers of those seeds and seedlings of faith; or every time I hear 
my Savior say to me, “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations” (Matthew 28:19), or “You will be 
my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth” (Acts 1:8) or I 
think about the words of the LWML League Pledge that talks about giving everything that I am and have 
“to the great task of bringing the lost and the erring into eternal fellowship with Him,” my worry level 
rises and I tremble.” 

Or we might even say to God: “So Lord, as You ‘bidst us leave the mount,’ confident that You will 
answer in the affirmative my prayer that You ‘come with us to the plain,’ what do You have that helps 
me with my case of worry?” 

As we ask that question of our heavenly Father, He responds by reminding us to look at the words right 
before our text. But, we might again say, “They don’t really apply to me that much because I am not 
usually worried about my life, what I will eat or what I will drink, nor about my body, what I will put on. 
(Matthew 6:25) No, in all of these areas I am incredibly blessed. In fact the over-abundance is what can 
lead to worry as I stand trying to pick out an outfit from a closet that is bursting at the seams, or throw 
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out food that has been in the refrigerator or cupboard too long and is no longer fit for consumption by 
man or beast, or buy another freezer because the other one is full to the brim.” 

We continue: “What really causes me to worry, besides health issues of some of those I love, and 
problems I have with members of my family, or issues I am having in a relationship (fill in the worries 
that are affecting the dear saints in your congregation) is when I seem to hear You calling to me and 
saying, ‘The time is now to come off the mountain, back to the plain, out of the worship service and into 
a dark and sin-sickened world with the only answer and solution to all of our and society’s ills.’”  

Without a doubt, the time is now for the women of the LWML, as well as each and every one of us, to 
use our God-given gifts and abilities to meet the challenge of sharing the Gospel message of Jesus Christ 
with those around them and us, and into all the world. To be perfectly honest that is a huge responsibility 
and it causes us concern, worry, and moments of trembling. This is true as we look at the billions of 
people who need to hear of God’s love poured out to them through faith in Jesus Christ. This is true as 
we consider where some of our friends or some of our family members are in their walk with the Lord. 
We make excuses to our God: “Lord, You know that those conversations are very difficult to have for 
many reasons and on many levels. It is hard to confront those with whom I am very close in a way that 
will be perceived as loving.”  

We really do want to show them the error of their ways without sounding “holier than thou,” or preachy, 
as we strive to be the tool the Holy Spirit uses, working through the Means of Grace, to gently restore 
that person to a proper walk with the Lord. It is as we are dealing with these worries and countless others 
that may be the common plight of mankind, or specific to each one of us, that our Abba Father assures us 
in verse 32 of our text, that He knows what we need and has promised that as we seek first His kingdom 
and His righteousness, all these things will be given to us as well (Matthew 6:33). 

We continue to question God: “So, I ask again Lord, what do You have to help me with my case of 
worry?”  

Let’s begin with the Scriptures as we seem to hear Him say to us: “The foundation of your security and 
the power to come off the mountain is found in My promise to you of new life now through faith in Me 
and the eternal life that will one day be fully yours in heaven because of My perfect life, suffering, and 
death on the cross, and My glorious resurrection three days later.” As St. Paul reminds us in 1 
Corinthians 15:20, our brother Jesus Christ is the One who has been raised from the dead, and is the 
firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 
We might yet again respond to God: “OK, that all sounds wonderful in theory, and I know that this is 
where my strength and assurance should be, but when and where the rubber meets the road, how can my 
focus change from fear to faithfulness, from worry to faith, so that I don’t have to be anxious about 
anything from food, drink and clothes, to working for the Lord in His harvest field ever again?” 

Allow me to share with you three gems from Scripture. First of all, hear, believe and find comfort in 
Jesus’ promise that His Father and yours will care for us just as He cares for the birds of the air, the lilies 
of the field, and “… the grass of the field which today is alive and tomorrow is thrown into the oven,” 
and even more so as He asks, “…will He not much more clothe you, O you of little faith?” (Matthew 
6:26, 28, 30) And if you need an answer to that rhetorical question at the end of those verses, the answer 
is a resounding yes, as you have seen, heard, and experienced over and over again God’s caring, 
providing hand in your life. 

Second, I share with you the certainty found in St. Paul’s confession as he, a sinner just like all of 
mankind, you and I included, also had to deal with many worries and concerns, including the thorn in his 
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flesh, the messenger of Satan sent to harass him (2 Corinthians 12:8). St. Paul relays the assurance he 
has, as he shares with us this Word of God meant for each of us, God’s sinful yet forgiven children, as he 
writes, He said to me, My grace is sufficient for you, for My power is made perfect in weakness. 
Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon 
me” (2 Corinthians 12:9). 

Let me share with you another well-known passage you can apply to your worries. Hear the inspired 
words of Philippians 4:13, where our Father in heaven assures us that as His forgiven, redeemed, restored 
children we can boldly profess with St. Paul, I can do all things through Him who strengthens me. 
And, if I may share one more passage with you, especially when it comes to God’s call to you to be out 
in the harvest field doing the works of Him who sent us while it is day, since night is coming, when no 
one can work (John 9:4), it would be the promise from the very lips of your Savior as He said in Luke 
12:11-12, “And when they bring you before the synagogues and the rulers and the authorities, do not be 
anxious about how you should defend yourself or what you should say, for the Holy Spirit will teach you 
in that very hour what you ought to say.” 

My dear brothers and sisters in Christ, all of these promises are yours even when we speak to the 
neighbor across the street, the friend at work, or our son or daughter who has grown away from the Lord 
and for whom our heart aches. 

You get the point as we could spend all day in conversation with our heavenly Father, picking out and 
rejoicing in His promises to us recorded for us in His Word. You too can easily add your favorite and 
most comforting verse of assurance of God’s abiding presence even when you allow the worries of this 
world to creep into your life. 

But, as good as all of this sounds sitting here this morning, and since I am in the very same boat as you 
when it comes to worry, we find it easy to say, especially as we go through a season of worry, “those 
verses are all so cliché.” We hear those verses all the time and still worry. Allow me to leave you with 
this thought. 

You and I have a heavenly Father who does not just talk a good game. “Don’t worry, be happy” is not 
His mantra. He backs up and follows through on the promises He makes 100% of the time. You see, He 
did not just tell Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Elijah, along with Elisha, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Hosea, Jonah 
and all the prophets; along with the apostles and evangelists of the New Testament, as well as with His 
own dear Son, Jesus Christ, and including you and me, to seek His kingdom and His righteousness first. 
No, He acts on that admonition to seek first what is of utmost importance, promising that all of these 
other things we have been talking about will be given to us as well. (Matthew 6:33) God’s promise 
throughout the ages is the same, “seek first the kingdom of God (“desire above all to live under the rule 
of the one true God” [Lutheran Study Bible Notes, Matthew 6:33]) and His righteousness (the salvation 
which Christ Jesus has won for us and all people on the cross of Calvary, [John 3:16]), and all these 
things will be added to you.”  

That my friends is providing and coming through on a promise. And since you and I are united with His 
Son in Baptism, in hearing the Word, in receiving His very body and blood, in His very death, being 
“buried therefore with Him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead 
by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life,” (Romans 6:3-4), we have nothing to 
worry about as we seek first His kingdom, serving Him as we serve those He places in our lives 
(Matthew 25:40) wherever and whenever He has need of us, carrying out the great task He gives to us of 
bringing the lost and the erring into eternal fellowship with Him. Amen! 
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