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I am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that dwelt first in your grandmother Lois and your 
mother Eunice and now, I am sure, dwells in you as well (2 Timothy 1:5).

As a young Girl Scout, I was given an African violet leaf and told to root it and watch it grow. I did. 
So did my mother. Together we cared for the leaf, which then became a plant. The plant thrived and 
outgrew its original pot. My mother transplanted it and still it grew and outgrew. Sixty years later, an 
“outgrowth” of that original plant still existed — until one day the pot accidentally toppled over. 

My heart skipped a beat as the plant lay on the floor with dirt scattered everywhere. My immediate 
reaction was not one of fear; instead, I reacted with hope. That plant was nurtured in love and 
though it experienced a set-back, I knew there was enough love to nurse it back to blooming-ness. 

2 Timothy 1:5 says: I am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that dwelt first in your grandmother Lois 
and your mother Eunice and now, I am sure, dwells in you as well.

How many children of faithful mothers and grandmothers accidentally topple over? Do those 
women sweep up the pieces and throw them away, or do those faith-filled women continue to pray 
and set examples until the day when that child once again blossoms with the love of God?

Today I look at my blossoming African violet and I know the answer.

Prayer: Dear God, please grant us the sincere faith of our mothers and grandmothers who served 
You not only with their hands, but with their hearts and faith. Allow the roots nurtured in Your love 
to grow deeply within us until the day when life itself fully blossoms. 
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