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I, a Deaf woman, am very thankful for my Lutheran upbringing and 
parents who took me to church each Sunday. They made sure I understood 

everything by pointing at the words in the worship service, signing the 
sermon, and taking turns teaching Sunday school in sign language. 

S P E C I A L  F O C U S  …

Pictured is Jennifer Ceyanes, Kaye Wolff, and Deaconess Diana Rice at the 2019 LWML Convention in Mobile, Alabama. Jennifer is a 
member of Jesus Deaf Lutheran Church, Austin Texas, where Rev. Bryan Wolfmueller (not pictured), is the Pastor. 

Reaching Out … Hands and Hearts
B Y  J E N N I F E R  C E YA N E S

L iving this experience spurred my father to become 
a pastor for the Deaf. He attended seminary in Fort 
Wayne, giving me the wonderful opportunity of 

attending a Deaf church and being able to participate in 
entire services in my own language! 

When I began college, I went to Macau, China, as a 
missionary to the Deaf. This life-changing experience 
encouraged me to become devoted to life-long 
missionary service. It also gave me the opportunity 
to meet Diana Rice. 

Diana was baptized and catechized by Lutheran 
missionaries and then came to the United States 
to study theology and enroll in Deaconess classes. 
Later, after Diana got married and started a family, 
she completed her studies and became one of the 
very few Deaf Deaconesses in the LCMS. 

It saddens Diana and me to see how many in the 
Deaf community have almost no background in the 
Church or in the Lutheran Confessions. Their families 
did not sign with them or teach them the Bible. Even 
fewer understand mission work and why this work 
needs to be done. 

This work is difficult since the needs of the Deaf are varied 
and great. Some can be completely oral (speaking), while 
others only use American Sign Language. Some have 
attended hearing schools as mainstreamed students, 
while others went to Deaf schools. Some could be part of 
the Deaf community with its own unique language and 
culture. Through the LWML and with the help of district 
Deaf ministry-liaisons, we will be able to reach out and 
find Deaf women in the various districts and connect with 
them — reaching out with the Gospel of Christ.

Diana and I have a true heart for the LWML, and we 
praise God for the gifts He has given us to serve others! 
As we nurture the faith of Deaf women, we are thankful 
for the opportunity of working with the LWML and with 
Deaf Ministry Liaison Kaye Wolff. 

We cannot do this job alone! We need your help! Kaye, 
Deaconess Rice, and I, along with Rev. Tyler Walworth, 
are eager to connect with each of you and share God’s 
love with the Deaf women of the LWML!

Please visit lwml.org/deaf-ministry to learn more about 
our Deaf ministry outreach and the work we are doing. Q 


