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A s a young confirmand in the Lutheran church, Mollie’s 
pastor (who also happened to be her father) selected 
Romans 1:16 as her confirmation verse, For I am not 
ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for 

salvation to everyone who believes. Mollie Hemingway continues to keep 
that verse as the focal point of her personal and professional life, in the 
vocations God has granted to her. She finds opportunities as a media 
critic to be a witness of her faith and to share the message of hope found 
only in Christ, and to encourage others with similar Christian values. 
You may recognize Mollie from network news or mainstream media, but 
I invite you to get to know a personal side of Mollie and how she keeps 
her focus on Christ and the Gospel she is not ashamed to defend.

Mollie Hemingway: I AM NOT 
ASHAMED
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Describe the path you’ve traveled to get where you are today.
“My dad is a retired LCMS pastor, so I grew up in a few di�erent places. 
I was baptized at St. Paul Lutheran in Kemmerer, Wyoming, went to 
Zion Lutheran School in Terra Bella, California, and later moved to 
Castle Rock, Colorado, where my dad spent the next three decades at 
Mount Zion Lutheran. I went to the University of Colorado at Denver 
where I studied economics before moving to the D.C. area, where I 
have been for 22 years. 

“About five years after I moved to D.C., I went into journalism. I 
decided to find a new line of work — to take the risk. As soon as I 
started writing for publication, I just loved it, and I knew this is what 
I wanted to do. I started doing basic news reporting; then I got into 
media criticism, analyzing how well main-stream media wrote about 
religious news.

“When we had our first child, I decided to quit my newspaper job and 
work from home. When our youngest went into school, I started a web 
magazine called The Federalist. I also started working at Fox News 
where I analyze the news and talk about current events most evenings. 
I am the Senior Journalism Fellow at Hillsdale College (D.C. campus), 
and I teach undergraduates about the basics of journalism.

“I wrote a book this year with Carrie Severino about the Kavanaugh 
confirmation. We interviewed more than 100 people, including a lot 
of people at the White House and others who were involved in the 
Kavanaugh confirmation battle. We wrote the history of what happened 
and why it was important. It became a best seller — a #1 book the week 
it came out. I’ve had a lot of opportunities and try to balance those out 
with my vocational responsibilities as wife and mother.” 

How are you still able to keep Jesus at the focus?
“I would say, first and foremost, by worshiping weekly at my church. 
That’s such a simple thing, but if you can’t get that together, you’re 
probably not going to get the rest taken care of. My husband leads us 
in devotions at dinner. I like to read a lot about theology. 

“My parents taught me that when we have questions or problems 
or concerns, we begin with what the Word of God has to say about 
the issue. There is something to be said for raising your children that 
way. I immediately think ‘what would God have to say about this?’ I’m 
very appreciative of my parents who did that in such a natural way. It 
doesn’t require much e�ort on my part now because that’s just how 
they raised us. We definitely try to do that with our children. 
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“I also have so many favorite hymns. ‘To God the Holy Spirit Let Us Pray’ 
was a wedding hymn — that I wouldn’t mind also being a funeral hymn — for 
me. It’s just beautiful. Our church and school have a hymn of the week, so 
we learn a di�erent hymn to keep in rotation. I love this about our hymnody; 
it connects you with people throughout all space and time. Some of the 
hymns [that] we sing, people were singing many hundreds of years ago, and 
we benefit from them today. Our hymnody is so much more doctrinally rich 
than what is out there in Christian music. I’m very thankful for that. I love our 
hymnal; I think it’s great.” 

How do you encourage other Christian women 
to be involved in their own communities?
“The Lutheran understanding of vocation is so wonderful for how to think 
about being involved. Whatever stations in life you have already — wife, 
mother, parent at a school, employee, neighbor — that’s how you should 
be involved in your community. If you have more time, by all means, go out 
and do more things or seek out new vocations, but really taking care of the 
people whom God has given us to take care of — that’s how to do it. That’s 
liberating. We don’t have to stress out about whether we’re doing enough 
or not doing enough — you just know that God gave you these children, or 
this husband, or parents who are ailing, or neighbors who could use some of 
your time, or fellow church parishioners.

“You can think about those nearest neighbors to you in your family and your 
church and other communities and serve them. Also, one of those vocations 
is citizen — so, if you’re interested in other things, such as political work or 
community work, you can serve your neighbor that way, too. Whatever your 
job is at the moment, that’s your vocation.” 

How has God led you to your vocation?
“As far as my work goes — I view journalism as a way to serve others in a 
variety of ways. Sometimes I’m covering an event that other people don’t get 
to attend, or I know something about a story that other people don’t know, 
because it’s not their job to be a journalist. So, I do it, and I view that as a 
service to other people. Part of my job as a journalist is to report facts; another 
part is to provide analysis — to help other people understand what is going 
on. Sometimes, particularly on television where you have fewer words to work 
with, I try to think of the big picture to help clarify the situation — ‘what can I 
say that is true and di�erent and balances out the perspective?’

“I also think about opportunities to talk about my faith and what Jesus has 
done for me. And that does happen — sometimes just by highlighting what 
other people do. So many people are afraid of talking about religion in the 
media, but I would like people to know about what we (Christians) have. Having 
forgiveness is such a treasure, so I look for opportunities to talk about it.” 

What impact have you seen from your words or actions?
“So much of what you do in journalism, you don’t know how it’s a�ecting 
people. You’re just writing it, and other people are reading it, or you’re saying 
something, and other people watch it, so you don’t know what kind of impact 
it is having. There have been a few stories that have resulted either in change 
or people letting me know it changed them. 
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“As a media critic, I covered the lack of attention paid to the murder trial 
of a horrible abortionist in Philadelphia named Kermit Gosnell. It should 
have been a major news story. But, because the topic was abortion — so 
many people of the media are biased in favor of abortion — they didn’t 
cover it. I started demanding coverage and asking people why they 
weren’t covering the story, and that resulted in some media coverage. It 
was a sad story but rewarding to see that it made a di�erence. 

“Most of my stories that have had an e�ect are dealing with straight-up 
political things. I did quite a bit of news about the Russia hoax where the 
president was accused of being a traitor who stole the 2016 election. I re-
sisted that — I was very skeptical of that story — and it ended up that those 
of us who were skeptical of it had quite an impact on that conversation.

“Writing why I believe that marriage is, by definition, between one man 
and one woman got a lot of favorable feedback, including people saying 
I had changed their mind. That was a favorite piece, because you rarely 
hear adults say that their minds have been changed.” 

What changes have you seen for 
women in journalism or media? 
“When we built The Federalist, we built it with more female writers in 
mind. Women are involved politically and comprise a bigger part of the 
voting population than men, and we wanted to make sure we had strong 
female voices. We designed our model so you don’t have to work full-time 
as a journalist to contribute to our site. This enables women who are in 
di�erent stages of life —  homeschooling their kids, or taking care of 
ailing family members, or working in di�erent lines of work — to write 
about their experiences, knowledge, or wisdom, especially if they feel 
their voice isn’t being heard in the public square.

“A lot of women who work in journalism have the same political and social 
views, and they tend to be women who live in D.C. and New York and value 
things di�erently than the women in the rest of the country.

“It’s important to share the knowledge we have because other women 
need to hear it. If they only hear the voices of the small group of women 
who don’t share our values, it a�ects future generations. It’s why I’m 
so thankful for my wonderful church, because it is hard to be di�erent 
(in Washington D.C.), but to have the support and love of our 
congregation and our pastor and our larger church body is huge. It’s 
important to know that people care about things other than what the 
dominant culture cares about.” 

What is your vision for the future in your vocations?
“The world can look dark and in decline, but if you are a Christian 
who knows what the eventual end of the story is, it’s hard to be 
pessimistic. It should make us all eager to share what we have with 
as many people as possible in the time that we’re given. As far as 
where my focus is — it’s not in the world; it’s not in politics; it’s 
definitely not in journalism. It’s in Jesus.” Q

LWML Montana District President, Shari 
Miller, and keynote speaker, Mollie 
Hemingway, at an LWML Montana 
District convention. Mollie is a senior 
editor for The Federalist and a regular 
contributor on Fox News. She lives in 
the D.C. area with her husband and two 
children.
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