
Therefore …
C H R I ST I E  ST E F F E N S ,  LW M L  C H U R C H  WO R K E R S  I N  M I SS I O N  C H A I R M A N

So faith comes 
from hearing, and 

hearing through 
the word of Christ.

Romans 10:17

In every town and city, Deaf 
people are living and going 
about their lives. Deaf people 

are those Americans whose 
first language is American Sign 
Language (ASL). We may not notice 
them because they look just like us! 

The only difference is that our language is based 
on sound while they “hear” with their eyes.

One of their challenges is this: in order for 
Deaf people to participate in worship and to 
receive the gifts of the Word and Sacrament 
(given freely to all of us through the life, death, 
and resurrection of Jesus Christ), they need 

Go therefore 
and make 

disciples of 
all nations. 

Matthew 28:19

Reaching 
Our Deaf 
Sisters
K AY E  W O L F F, 
V I C E  P R E S I D E N T 
S P E C I A L  F O C U S 
M I N I S T R I E S  ( 2 0 1 5 – 2 0 1 9 )

to find a church with an interpreter at their 
worship services. Interpreters give Deaf people 
access to worship and fellowship in God’s 
House. This same challenge holds true for Deaf 
people being included in the fellowship and 
participation in LWML.

Just like outreach to Heart to Heart Sisters or 
Young Women, Deaf is a culture that needs to 
be understood and welcomed to participate in 
LWML groups and functions. To include our Deaf 
sisters in LWML events, we need to assimilate 
them. A great place to begin is by learning ASL 
and speaking to them in their own language. 
While we may not be proficient enough to serve 
as an interpreter, we can connect as friends and 
sisters in Christ. 

Learning ASL is fun, and being able speak just 
a few signs can go a long way to make a Deaf 
sister feel welcome! Go to lwml.org/deaf-ministry 
to learn about the LWML outreach to our Deaf 
sisters, and links to other Deaf ministry resources.

The seminaries 
and universities 
of The Lutheran 
Church—Missouri 
Synod have 
prepared pastors 
and church 

workers for God’s Kingdom work for 
many years. People around the world 
need to hear of God’s love and the 
redeeming work of Christ. This need 
is at the forefront of this preparation. 
Translations of the Bible and books 
such as Luther's Small Catechism and 
A Child’s Garden of Bible Stories have 
helped reach and teach people. We 
are thankful for all the individuals who 
have and will continue to be a part of 
this witnessing to all nations.

Another focus has developed as the 
United States has seen an influx of 
immigrants from all nations. People 
from around the world are changing 
the make-up of existing communities. 
Reaching and teaching them requires 
training in understanding their languages 
and cultures. Please continue to pray and 
support LCMS seminaries and universities 
and their students in cross-cultural 
ministry programs. 

All who believe and are baptized 
Shall see the Lord’s salvation; 
Baptized into the death of Christ, 
They are a new creation. 
Through Christ’s redemption 
    they shall stand 
Among the glorious heavenly band 
Of ev’ry tribe and nation. (LSB 601, v. 1)

Joel Her and his family (top) and 
Christopher Deneen and his family 
(bottom) participating in an LWML 

outreach activity. Both men are 
seminary students enrolled at 
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis.
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