
S P E C I A L  F O C U S  …

Call to Serve the Church — Supported 
by Lutheran Women in Mission
BY KRISTINA PARKER, CHURCH WORKERS IN MISSION COMMITTEE

Throughout my childhood, I wanted to help make the world a better place. I 
was boldly going to change things from “the top down.” However, by the time 
I was in high school, with God’s seed of ministry planted deep in my heart, I 
realized this was not to be the case. During one of my many prayers, I asked 
God, “So what does ministry look like from ‘the bottom up’?” That’s when 

God moved me to work in His church as a Director of Christian Education.

Almost simultaneously the women of our local LWML group asked me to serve as a YWR at the LWML Albuquerque 
Convention. After my convention experience and attending a few meetings, I’m now blessed to be the Bible Study 
Chair and sit on the national committee for Church Workers in Mission. The prayers of the LWML for my call in 
ministry bring me great comfort and rich blessings. It is my joy to serve alongside all the women of LWML, learning 
from them as we seek to serve. A verse I rely on in ministry is Ephesians 2:10, For we are his workmanship, created in 
Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.

Attention All Young Woman 
Representatives (YWRs)!
In anticipation of some questions future 
YWRs may have as we move toward the 
Lexington convention, the Committee on 
Young Women (CYW) has compiled a 
list of hints to make sure your convention 
experience is all it can be. Below are just 
a few of these great suggestions:

Be prepared for lots of walking and late 
hours. Wear comfortable shoes! Bring 
a smile, and be prepared for others to 
come up to you and ask questions about 
you! The ladies love talking to the YWRs.

Take pictures! They can be used for the 
YWR webpage, your district newsletter, 
and talks at groups or zones.

If it seems too overwhelming to fully 
jump into all LWML has to offer, pay 
attention to the department/work which 
most resonates with you, and figure out 
how you can get more involved there. Be 
intentional about keeping in touch with 
all the new friends you make.

For a complete listing of convention tips 
please visit: lwml/ywr-tips.

Heart to 
Heart Sisters
The Heart to Heart 
Sisters (H2H) program 
makes an intentional 
effort to welcome 
and encourage 
multicultural women 
to participate in the 
life and service of the 
LWML. Your Heart to 

Heart Sisters Committee offers special 
training at each national convention 
and asks every LWML District President 
to identify women who would bring 
leadership and enrichment to their 
district Heart to Heart Sisters program.

The H2H District Program is 
designed to provide:
ACCESS: We share LWML’s message, 
welcoming all women of the LCMS, 
women who are not familiar with LWML, 
and women who have barriers of culture 
or language. 

INCLUSION: We are intentional about 
including all women of the LCMS — 
from every culture and language — as 
we reflect the rich diversity of heaven. 

ACTIVE PARTICIPATION: We encourage 
each woman to use her God-given gifts 
to serve the mission of the Church.

JOYFUL SERVICE: We invite women 
to the mutual encouragement of the 
LWML so that, together, we serve the 
Lord with gladness. 

“I was an H2H Sister 
at the Alabama 

convention, and it was 
an experience that 

has had a long-lasting 
impact on my life. I got 
to hear stories of faith 

from women around the 
world and around our 
country, all united in 

the family of God. I felt 
connected, seen, and 
truly grafted into the 

vine. We share a unity of 
faith which is priceless. 
It is also powerful to be 

able to resonate with 
other women on the 

complexity of culture. 
H2H will ignite, equip, 
and encourage you. In 

Kentucky I will definitely 
be at the reunion!”  

~Janine Bolling
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