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Walking Trees 
Devotion 

 
 
Then Jesus laid his hands on his eyes again; and he opened his eyes, his sight was restored, and 
he saw everything clearly (Mark 8:25). 
 
I spent a little time lying in my hammock today, looking up at the swaying pine trees towering 
overhead. They seemed to dance above me in the breeze, and the relaxing quiet soothed me. I 
was so entranced I took this picture of God’s beauty. 
 

However, during my morning devotion time the 
following day, the Lord led me to this verse: And 
he looked up and said, “I see people, but they 
look like trees, walking” (Mark 8:24). Really? I 
do not remember anything about walking trees in 
the Bible. 
 
The verse is a response to Jesus’ healing of a 
blind man from Bethsaida. His friends led him to 
Jesus where Jesus spit on his eyes and laid hands 
on him. When Jesus asked, “Do you see 
anything?” (Mark 8:23b), the man said he saw 
men, but they looked like walking trees. 
 
Obviously, the man had distorted eyesight at that 
point. He could see, but not see clearly, so Jesus 
intervened again: Then Jesus laid his hands on 
his eyes again; and he opened his eyes, his sight 
was restored, and he saw everything clearly 
(Mark 8:25).  
 

Caring for others can often affect us like that; we cannot see the forest for the trees. We may be 
walking around like zombie trees instead of refreshed, functioning adults. 
 
Some of you may be old enough to remember the 1972 Johnny Nash song, “I Can See Clearly 
Now.” The first verse starts: 

“I can see clearly now the rain is gone 
I can see all obstacles in my way 
Gone are the dark clouds that had me blind 
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It's gonna be a bright (bright) 
Bright (bright) sunshiny day.” 

Johnny Nash – “I Can See Clearly Now” Genius, Johnny Nash,  
23 June 1972, genius.com/Johnny-nash-i-can-see-clearly-now-lyrics.  

 
Many of us can see, but we do not always see clearly. We let obstacles get in our way and blind 
us from what we should be seeing. 
 
God has put us in many places and in many situations where we see things differently than 
others. Watching the news where unrest abounds, the main issue often is now seeing the world 
the way someone else sees it. My experiences are different from my neighbor's. That doesn’t 
make theirs any less valid or real than my own. 
 
When we watch masses gathered at capitol steps or public parks, are we watching people 
walking around like trees, or do we see each one as another child of God? Maybe we need Jesus 
to touch us again so we can see more clearly. 
 
Closing Prayer: Dear Jesus, we need our eyes opened to Your truth and mercy. Make our eyes 
clear and our minds receptive to our neighbors’ needs. Heal us and our country. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bible verses are taken from the ESV translation unless otherwise noted. 
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