
More LWML District Conventions Completed

Iowa West District — “Open the Eyes of My Heart, O Lord!”
Minnesota South District — “Rejoice in Hope!”
North Wisconsin District — “Women of Faith”
Texas District — “Great is His Faithfulness!”
Ohio District — “Lord of the Harvest”
Indiana District — “Transformed Together … Together We Serve”
South Wisconsin — “Strengthened Through His Spirit”

LWML Iowa West District

The LWML Iowa West District 40th Biennial
Convention was held June 16–18. With the
theme of “Open the Eyes of My Heart, O Lord!”
the Carroll and Boone Zones hosted the in-
person convention at Camp Okoboji in Milford,
Iowa. The theme was based on Ephesians 1:18–
19a, having the eyes of your hearts enlightened,
that you may know what is the hope to which he
has called you, what are the riches of his glorious
inheritance in the saints, and what is the
immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe.

Past LWML Pastoral Counselor Rev. Dr. Mitchel Schuessler served as worship
proclaimer. The keynote speaker was Rev. Dr. Stephen Oliver who, along with his
wife Maggie, serve the Lord through The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS)
in the Asia region, based in Taiwan. The Bible study leader was Deaconess
Jennette Heller. The 302 convention attendees had the opportunity to support the
LWML Iowa West Heart to Heart Sister program, the ministry of Rev. James and
Angela Sharp, missionaries in Uruguay, and special new mission outreach projects
through the convention offerings. LWML Vice President of Christian Life Susan
Brunkow led an interest session for the Young Woman Representatives and
presented information from LWML.

LWML Iowa West District President Jane Morris presided over her last convention
conducting the business of the district including the election of officers, approving
amendments to the bylaws and selecting mission grants. Voters adopted a mission
goal of $ $218,484 to fund 11 mission grants. Penny Schuessler from Clarinda,
Iowa, was elected as district president.

On Saturday, 102 women participated in the mission walk and walked 46 total miles
bringing in $4,369 for mite offerings. For the “What’s Your 80?” activity, each zone
archivist brought a display or scrapbook of 80 years of history in their zone. Activities
for collecting mite offerings also included a silent auction where “mystery gifts” were

https://www.lwml.org/mites-received
http://www.lwmlgiftplan.org/


wrapped, each showing a hint of what was inside. The highest bidders claimed the
gifts and revealed what was under the wrapping bringing in $3,366 for mite offerings.

LWML Minnesota South District 

From June 16–18, 308 attendees and guests
from LWML Minnesota South District met for the
district convention at the Willmar Convention
Center in Willmar, Minnesota.   

Over $17,678 in convention offerings were
collected to benefit the International Association
for Refugees, Jonathan House in St. Paul,
Laurel Community School in St. Paul, Camp
Omega in Waterville, and the 2022–2024
mission goal. Gifts from the Heart were
collected and distributed to Team Renewed (a Christian faith-based halfway house, 
helping those recently released from prison). The attendees had the opportunity to 
bid on 29 baskets and five quilts during a silent auction to support the mission goal. 
The silent auction brought in $2,510 for the baskets and $825 for the quilts. In 
celebration of the 80th anniversary of LWML, 80 banners from societies throughout 
the district decorated the convention hall.

The theme was "Rejoice in HOPE!" based on the Scripture verse, Rejoice in hope, 
be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer (Romans 12:12). The convention goal 
was “In the midst of our struggles, we persevere in prayer and rejoice in HOPE!” 
The voting body approved bylaw changes, 13 mission grants, and a mission goal of
$270,000. Elected as district president was Lisa Kamrath, from Hutchinson, 
Minnesota. 

The keynote speaker was LCMS Minnesota South District Assistant to the President 
for Missions, Rev. Dr. William Utech. Special guests attending the convention 
included Bible study leader Rev. Craig McCourt, Founder and Director of Pondering 
God Ministries, LCMS Missionary to Taiwan Barbara Rebentisch, and mission 
speaker Rev. Chad Kirchoff, Pastor of Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church 
leading ReDo Fitness, a ministry for heart, mind, and body. Additional speakers 
included Dr. Kalia Lo, a missionary in Southeast Asia, Rev. Dr. Lucas Woodford, 
LCMS Minnesota South District President, LWML Gift Planning Counselor Carol von 
Soosten, and LWML Treasurer Karla Koehler bringing information and greetings 
from LWML. 

LWML North Wisconsin District

“Women of Faith”, based on Romans 10:17, So faith
comes from hearing and hearing through the word of
Christ, was the theme of the LWML North Wisconsin
District (NWD) Convention, held June 16–18, at the
Radisson Hotel in Green Bay attended by 298
women and men of the LWML North Wisconsin
District.

The Friday convention banquet entertainment included Oneida Nation dancers and
Heather Ruesch and Jim Olsen, convention musicians. Luncheon speakers included
Elliot and Serena Derricks from Lutheran Bible Translators, Cynthia Kahn and Joy
Marcus from POBLO, Lynn Cook from Women of the Pearl, and Past LWML



President Linda Reiser who also gave the keynote address. Bible study was led by
Sharla Fritz. LWML Recording Secretary Brenda Piester delivered greetings from
LWML.

Also bringing greetings were LCMS NWD President Rev. Dwayne Lueck, NWD
Lutheran Laymen’s League President Neil Schalow, and Bill Jordan, Vice President
of North Wisconsin District Lutheran Church Extension Fund (LCEF).

Convention offerings were designated to the district mission grant goal. Mites in
Action speakers were Elliot and Serena Derricks from Lutheran Bible Translators,
and Wolf River Lutheran High School. Gifts from the Heart were collected for MOST
Ministries, Shawano Area Matthew 25, Orphan Grain Train, and Freedom House-
Green Bay.

Acting LWML North Wisconsin District President Joan Berquist presided over the
convention and announced that delegates and the voting body selected 15 mission
grants and a mission goal of $153,333. Congratulations to Joan Berquist of Hayward
on her election as district president.

For their “What’s Your 80?” activity before the convention, 160 ladies (and men) met
at Courtside Furniture in Merrill, Wisconsin, to sit in 80 recliners to celebrate 80
years of LWML. The owner donated $500, in addition to the $1,344 that was
collected for a mite offering.

LWML Texas District

The LWML Texas District Convention was held
at the Hyatt Regency Houston West in Houston,
Texas, June 16–18. The key objectives of the
convention were to know and trust in God’s
faithfulness to His promises and us, to rejoice in
His might through worship and praise, and to
share His faithfulness and might with others.

A worship service with Holy Communion opened
the convention on Thursday with 452 in
attendance. Rev. Michael Newman, LCMS Texas District President, served as
proclaimer. Special guests included convention keynote speaker Christina
Hergenrader, CPH author, Mites in Action speaker Aaron Littmann, Chief Executive
Officer at Lutheran Outdoors Ministry of Texas, and convention interrupter Abby
Goehring.

President Frances Molitor presided over the election of officers, approval of bylaws,
selection of 11 mission grants, and approval of a mission goal of $405,129. Rev.
Brian Noack, LWML Senior Pastoral Counselor, brought news from LWML.

Convention Offerings of $13,490.79 were gathered to benefit the LWML Texas
District 2022–2024 mission goal, Abba’s House in Cypress, Texas, a home for
refugees hosted by Rev. Michael and Julie Meissner and their family, and POBLO
International, specifically Julie Aftab who is working in the Greater Houston area.
Gifts from the Heart recipients included Turning Point Ministries, which provides a
variety of supportive services to help the homeless elderly re-enter productive
society, Gracewood, which offers a home-like environment for restoring family well-
being, and Pregnancy Assistance Center North, which gives a voice to the unborn
by sharing the compassionate love of Christ and educating hearts and minds.

It was also announced that three new groups were formed this biennium. One of the



groups is the first all-Hispanic group in Texas and all this happened during COVID!

LWML Indiana District

The 28th Biennial LWML Indiana District
Convention was attended by 303 women and men
June 17–19 at Concordia Lutheran High School in
Fort Wayne, Indiana. The theme, “Transformed
Together — Together We Serve” is based on the
Scripture verse, And we all … are being
transformed into His image with ever-increasing
glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit
(2 Corinthians 3:18 NIV).

On the schedule were seven informational
luncheon sessions hosted by the district
committees. There were two choices for dinner
sessions — Reflecting His Glory, Serving as
Masks of God, led by Deaconess Gina Teeple, and Walking In Prayer, led by LWML
Vice President of Gospel Outreach Karen Morrison. On Saturday there were seven
interest sessions ranging from Coping With Adversity to The Reinvented Woman.
Attendees had many opportunities to listen to inspiring speakers sharing the Gospel
of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Rodney Schmeltz, LWML Indiana Senior Pastoral Counselor, led the Friday
night opening worship service with Holy Communion. Rev. Dr. Lawrence and
Deaconess Amy Rast led the Bible study. Rev. Lewis and Joy King told the group
about Kings Community Outreach and N.I.N.E. — Northeast Indiana Neighborhood
Engagement. Rev. Jim and Annette Keller, mission grant recipients, spoke about
their 20 years as missionaries to the Burmese people. Saturday night was
“International Night” sponsored by the H2H Committee and featured Burmese
singers and Dancers from the Gloria Dei Hispanic Mission. Bringing news and
greetings from LWML was LWML Vice President of Gospel Outreach Karen
Morrison.

LWML District President Marge Gruber offered congratulations as she passed the
gavel to incoming President Sarah Rippy of Walkerton. The delegates approved 20
mission grants and a mission goal for the mission grants of $130,000.

LWML Ohio District

For as the rain and the snow come down from
heaven and do not return there but water the earth,
making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the
sower and bread to the eater (Isaiah 55:10) was the
basis for the theme “Lord of the Harvest” for the
LWML Ohio District Convention held on June 17–18
at St. Paul Lutheran Church in Napoleon, Ohio.

The 212 women and men in attendance had
opportunities through the servant events to benefit
MOST Ministries and Phil’s Friends. Gifts from the
Heart were brought for Orphan Grain Train in
Napoleon, Haven of Hope in Van Wert, and the United Way of Henry County. The
recipients of the convention offerings were the new mission goal and the House of



Ruth, a shelter for victims of domestic violence.

LWML Ohio District Counselor Rev. Keith Witte led the Friday evening worship
service with Holy Communion. The convention keynote speaker was Dr. Ryan
Peterson, Concordia University, Ann Arbor, and the Bible study leader was Rev.
Logan Scheiwe from St. Paul Lutheran Church, Napoleon. Using the church’s
YouTube account, the convention was live-streamed on Saturday to 44 viewers.
The voting body approved a motion to use the district unrestricted net assets fund to
fully fund the unfunded mission grants on their ballot. 
 
LWML Meeting Manager Arlene Naasz shared information and blessings from
LWML. Delegates chose 13 new mission grants, a mission goal of $190,000, and
elected district officers. On display were photos and notes about what LWML
members, groups, and zones in Ohio have been doing to meet the “What’s Your
80?” initiative. 

LWML South Wisconsin District

Attending the LWML South Wisconsin District
convention, Saturday, June 18, were 337 women
and men assembled at Saint Paul Lutheran Church
in Grafton, Wisconsin. The convention theme,
“Strengthened through His Spirit” was based on
Ephesians 3:16-17a (NIV), I pray that out of his
glorious riches he may strengthen you with power
through his Spirit in your inner being.

The one day convention was loaded with business
and information. The keynote speaker was David A.
Fiala, Mission Advocate for LCMS. Special guests
were LWML President Debbie Larson, LCMS South
Wisconsin District President Rev. Dr. John C. Wille, Lutheran Laymen’s League
South Wisconsin District President Thomas Beineke, and Mites in Action speaker
Ebou Fay representing POBLO. Participants enjoyed celebrating their “What’s Your
80” with 80 second breaks where music and movement were encouraged while
photos of the district’s groups projects were shared on the screens.

Gifts from the Heart were gathered for The Haven of Manitowoc County, an
advocate for homeless men while providing community resources and an interfaith
approach towards self-sufficiency, and Safe Harbor of Sheboygan County, a service
provider to those affected by sexual assault and domestic abuse. The convention
offering was designated for The Love of Christ Fund which provides financial
assistance to those who may not otherwise be able to attend district events, and the
Doxology, whose program and seminars strengthen pastors so they can more
faithfully pastor others. 

District President Cinda Poppe, presiding over her first convention, led the voting
members as they approved 11 mission grants and a mission goal of $205,000.



District Convention Prayers 

LWML Sisters, let us join in prayer to celebrate and support our sisters in the
Wyoming, North Dakota, and Oregon Districts as they meet in convention this week.
The LWML Wyoming District will meet in Gering, Nebraska under the theme of “Be
Strong and Courageous” from Joshua 1:9b. The LWML North Dakota District will
meet in Fargo, North Dakota with a theme of “Cross-Eyed … Focus on Jesus” from
Luke 9:23. The LWML Oregon District will meet in McMinnville, Oregon with a
theme of “You Are God’s Masterpiece” from Ephesians 2:10a (EHV).

Heavenly Father, be with our dear sisters and brothers gathered in convention this
week that they may be focused on Jesus, His mission, and service to others. Build
them up by Your Word through Bible study and devotions. Give them wisdom while
choosing their new officers, mission grants, and their mission goals for new
bienniums. We thank You, Father, for the service of our sister, LWML Wyoming
District President Barbara Schaer, as she completes her term. We ask You to
continue to bless her. Grant wisdom to LWML North Dakota District President Laurie
Ann Totenhagen and LWML Oregon District President Carol Reis as they continue
to lead our LWML sisters. God bless their fellowship and unity in You! In Jesus’
name. Amen.

With Thankfulness and Joy!

President Debbie Larson

LWML Mission Grant #28 — Hmong Outreach Ministries —
Paid!

On Friday, May 6, 2022, at the LCMS
California-Nevada-Hawaii District Convention
in Newark, California, with LCMS CNH District
President Rev. Mike Lange and Synod
President Rev. Matthew Harrison observing,
former LWML CNH District President Lynnette
Campbell and LWML CNH District President
Martha Dubke had the privilege of presenting
a check from LWML for $70,208 to Rev. Doua
Xiong, leader of the ministry to the Hmong
community in Merced, California.

At the LWML CNH District Convention in
Sparks, Nevada, on Sunday, June 12, the
LWML district leaders reenacted the



presentation of the check. Together with Bev
Vietor, LWML CNH District Vice President of
Gospel Outreach, (in costume), they
presented a facsimile of the check to Rev.
Doua and his wife Sue. This check will help
fund the Christ-centered materials for Hmong
Language School and Outreach, at St. Paul
Hmong Outreach Ministries in Merced,
California.

Welcoming New Church Workers

Do you have a new church worker
coming to your congregation, school, or
organization? Welcome them and their
family to your community! Help with
unloading a moving van, pet sitting or

babysitting on moving day, providing a meal, stocking the pantry, or providing gift
cards to local businesses are all great ways to make them feel welcome. And if your
church worker has been with you for a while, a reminder of how much they are
appreciated is never out of line!

Don’t forget to check out some of the resources on the Church Workers in Mission
webpage on the LWML website such as Bible studies and service-themed
bookmarks and notecards to color.

Mission Grant Disbursement Flyer Updated

The latest update to the LWML Mission Grant Disbursement Flyer is now available
on the LWML website. A total of $1,237,320 in Mission Grant payments have been
made as of the beginning of June. Thank you for continuing to support our 2021–
2023 LWML Mission Grants through your mite offerings.

To print the PDF of the most recent LWML Mission Grant Disbursement Flyer, click
here.
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