
Four LWML District Conventions Celebrate God’s Love

Missouri District — “For Such a Time as This”
Pacific Southwest — “Treasured”
Rocky Mountain District — “Perfect Gifts From Above”
South Dakota District — “Walk in Love”

Missouri District — “For Such a Time as This”

The 27th Biennial LWML Missouri District
Convention was held June 3–5 at the Sheraton
Westport Chalet, St. Louis, Missouri. The theme,
“For Such a Time as This” was based on the verse
For if you keep silent at this time, relief and
deliverance will rise for the Jews from another
place, but you and your father's house will perish.
And who knows whether you have not come to
the kingdom for such a time as this? (Esther 4:14).

The 385 attendees listened to Rev. Dr. Gregory
Seltz from Lutheran Center for Religious Liberty
give the keynote address. The mission speaker
was Rev. Robert Roegner, representing The Apple of His Eye Mission Society.
Three interest sessions were held:

Lutheran Heritage Foundation led by Rev. Rod Benkendorf,
LWML Gifts of Love represented by Carol von Soosten, and
LWML Missouri District Heart to Heart Sisters led by Beena Stanish. Beena
spoke of her life growing up as a third-generation Christian in India, coming to
America with her husband so he could attend Concordia Seminary St. Louis,
Missouri, and how she supports his work with Christian Friends of New
Americans.

LWML Missouri District President Sally Handrick chaired her last convention and
welcomed LWML Vice President of Special Focus Ministries Deaconess Betty Knapp
representing the LWML Board of Directors. Deaconess Knapp gave the President’s
Report during which time she was able to give a check for $92,000 to Deaconess
Tiffany Manor for LWML Mission Grant #4, “Making the Next Generation of Disciples
for Life.” 

The convention ingathering was collected for Christian Friends of New Americans,
Lutheran Family and Children’s Services, and Lutheran Senior Services. All district
crafters were invited to bring hand-crafted items to be sold at the Mission Fair.
Between the Mission Fair, Mission Walk, and Silent Auction a total of $11,160.30
was raised and will go toward the new mission goal.

https://www.lwml.org/mites-received
http://www.lwmlgiftplan.org/


Elected as the new district president was Marian Hoehner, St. Charles, Missouri.
Additional convention business included the election of other officers, voting on
bylaws amendments and mission grants, and approving a mission goal. The voting
body approved a mission goal of $355,000 in support of thirteen mission grants.

Pacific Southwest District — “Treasured!”

LWML Pacific Southwest District President
Nila Rodriquez welcomed over 216
participants to the 39th Biennial LWML Pacific
Southwest District Convention, held at the
Embassy Suites in Tempe, Arizona, June 3–
5. The kingdom of heaven is like treasure
hidden in a field, which a man found and
covered up. Then in his joy he goes and sells
all that he has and buys that field. Again, the
kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in
search of fine pearls, who, on finding one pearl of great value, went and sold all that
he had and bought it (Matthew 14:44-46), was the basis of the theme “Treasured!”
reminding the attendees that we are treasures to God.

Rev. Dr. Mike Gibson, President of the LCMS Pacific Southwest District, was the
opening worship proclaimer. Keynote speaker Jan Struck shared her story and
Donna Snow served as Bible study leader.

The theme “Treasured!” was a highlight throughout the entire convention. The focus
of the speakers surrounded this theme. During the closing worship service,
everyone received two small mirrors. During his sermon Rev. Tim Jenks had those
assembled look into one of the mirrors to see God’s treasures — themselves. He
challenged everyone to find someone with whom to share the second mirror so that
they too, could see that they are treasured by God.

The voting body selected seventeen mission grants for a mission goal of
$292,463.02. Gifts from the Heart were collected to benefit Lutheran Social Services
of the Southwest and Sunshine Acres Children’s Home. Information from the LWML
was shared by LWML Vice President of Gospel Outreach Karen Morrison.

Rocky Mountain District — “Perfect Gifts From Above”

The 51st LWML Rocky Mountain District
Convention was held June 3–5 at the Marriott
Hotel in Albuquerque (ABQ), New Mexico. The
theme “Perfect Gifts From Above” was based
on James 1:17, Every good gift and every
perfect gift is from above, coming down
from the Father of lights, with whom there is no
variation or shadow due to change.

LWML Rocky Mountain District President
Debbie Yocky welcomed LWML President Debbie Larson, who shared information
from LWML. Eden Keefe and Heidi Norton led the enrichment session and LWML
Rocky Mountain District Pastoral Counselor Rev. Pete Scheele led the Bible study.
LCMS Rocky Mountain District President Rev. Roger Schlechte served as
proclaimer at the opening worship service, with Rev. Stephen Heimer assisting.



Gifts from the Heart went to Hartley House (providing support and provisions to
battered women), God Cares About You (sharing Christ’s love to the disadvantaged
in ABQ’s “international” zone), and Ysleta Lutheran Mission Human Care
(proclaiming the Gospel on both sides of the border).

The 167 attendees had the opportunity to enjoy servant events and a new type of
mission walk called Motion for Mites which was dancing to 80’s music. Shelley
Stewart, Parker, Colorado, was elected to serve as the new LWML Rocky Mountain
District President. The voting assembly approved a mission goal of $132,000 and
selected fifteen mission grants. 

South Dakota District — “Walk in Love”

After waiting four years, hosts Yankton Zone
and LWML District President Dr. Patty Peters
gladly welcomed 242 members and guests to
the LWML South Dakota District’s 62nd
Convention held at St. John’s Lutheran Church
in Yankton, South Dakota, June 3–4. The
theme was “Walk in Love,” from Ephesians
5:32–5:2, Be kind and compassionate to one
another, forgiving each other. Just as in Christ
God forgave you. Follow God’s example, therefore, as dearly loved children and
walk in the way of love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a
fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.

Past LWML President Jan Wendorf gave the keynote address. LWML Vice
President of Organizational Resources Marie Chow brought greetings from LWML
and enjoyed spending special time with the Young Woman Representatives and
Heart to Heart Sisters of all Nations. The voting resulted in approving twelve mission
grants and a mission goal of $133,533.

Friday evening was a celebration of LWML’s 80th anniversary and the 50th
anniversary of The Puppet Place, an outreach ministry located at the South Dakota
State Fair. It is an actual building where puppet shows are held to share the Gospel.
LWML South Dakota District has supported this mission with helping hands and
monetary support for many years. To celebrate, a puppet show was held at the
Yankton Riverside Park Amphitheater, along with cake for dessert.

Gifts from the Heart were collected for MOST Ministries, River City Domestic
Violence Center, and ZoeCare. On Friday morning, attendees had fun doing servant
events. The Bible study was led by Pastor Andrew Utecht. Past LWML Nebraska
South District President Katy Gifford led the interest sessions and provided comic
interruption.



District Convention Prayers

Please join in prayer for our LWML sisters in Christ as they come together in
convention this weekend. The LWML California-Nevada-Hawaii District will meet
in Sparks, Nevada under their theme, “Trust in God’s Timing.” The LWML Eastern
District will gather in East Syracuse, New York for their “We Are More Than
Conquerors Through Him” theme. Cedar Falls, Iowa is the location for the LWML
Iowa East District, celebrating their theme, “Anchored in Christ.” The LWML Mid-
South District will be “Planting Seeds of Faith” in Clarksville, Tennessee.

Precious Father, You have helped these women and their Pastoral Counselors plan
and prepare for months for these upcoming conventions. We now ask You to gather
them safely so they can fellowship, sing, study, and be inspired by Your Word that
will be proclaimed. We give thanks for LWML California-Nevada-Hawaii District
President Martha Dubke, LWML Eastern District President Susan Bell, and LWML
Iowa East District President Margaret Kistler as they complete their terms and ask
for Your guidance for LWML Mid-South District President Candy Habich as she
chairs her first convention. Be with all the attendees, and even with those who had
planned to attend, but won’t be able to for reasons known to You. Be with every one
of them — bless them and keep them in Your love and grace. We ask all this in the
name of our Lord Jesus. Amen.

Serving with Joy,

President Debbie

New Name and Look, But the Same Purpose
LWML Heart to Heart — Sisters of All Nations Committee

Your Heart to Heart — Sisters of All Nations
Committee has been able to accomplish many tasks
to encourage and assist our district counterparts in
their roles as Heart to Heart District Leaders.

With our new defining name came a new logo
designed by the LWML Graphics Team and shared
with district leaders.

Our purpose as part of the Special Focus Ministries
department is to:

Motivate, equip, and ensure opportunities for
women to serve others, participate in LWML,
and grow in relationships as sisters in Christ.



Facilitate the LWML Heart to Heart program.
Offer a training program at national LWML
conventions for upcoming Heart to Heart
District Leaders.

At the suggestion of the district leaders trained in
2021, monthly Zoom meetings have been held to
continue building this community. The district
leaders take turns serving as the facilitator or
presenter. Ideas are shared and encouragement is
given. At the June 2022 meeting, they will share
how they are promoting the Heart to Heart —
Sisters of All Nations program at their respective
district conventions.

A Zoom meeting was held in March of this year with
an invitation being sent to all the current Heart to
Heart District Leaders. The event featured the Heart
to Heart Committee and Vice President of Special
Focus Ministries Deaconess Betty Knapp as
presenters. Topics ranged from suggested
responsibilities, a look at the Heart to Heart web
page, how to find the multicultural ministries in a
district, convention ideas, and what type of woman
to send to the 2023 Heart to Heart District Leader
Training event in Milwaukee. At this meeting, a new
downloadable banner design and bookmark were
provided for districts to use.

Every item on the Heart to Heart webpage has been
evaluated and updated when necessary. The
newest resources available include a brochure,
ready-made Heart to Heart presentation
PowerPoint and script, bookmark for district use,
and a new banner design. The resources will aid all
women to connect with our ethnic sisters in Christ.

2021-2023 LWML Heart to Heart
— Sisters of All Nations
Committee,
pictured left to right: Linda Patel,
California-Nevada-Hawaii District,
Karol Selle, Chairman, North
Wisconsin District, Giovanne
Turincio, Texas District, Deb
Vinkemeier, Minnesota South
District
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