
F R O M  P R E S I D E N T  D E B B I E

You are a Saint!
This Quarterly seems heavy to me. Oh, it 
weighs the same as it usually does, but 
several articles explore complicated and 
shocking circumstances. I grew up on a 
farm in North Dakota with parents that 
loved God and their family. I was not even 
aware of human trafficking or religions that 
despised women until I was much older.

Each of us has grown up under different 
circumstances. We have different parents, 
lifestyles, backgrounds, skin colors, and 
dreams. We live in different climates, 
speak different languages, and experience 
different prejudices. God made us unique, 
yet we are also the same. We are all 
sinners — and as redeemed children of 
God, we are all saints! 

The Gospel is not only factual, but it also has 
the power of God to transform us. We are 
sinners, transformed into saints. We’ve been 
set apart by God — made holy. The Holy 
Spirit is working in us. Yes, we sin. Yes, we 
are sinned against, and yes, we suffer, but 
because of the Gospel, we are saints. God 
calls us and transforms our understanding 
of how we are to relate to Him and how 
we relate to other members of the body of 
Christ. The power of the Gospel transforms 
us and completely recreates our identity.

To the church of God that is in Corinth, 
to those sanctified in Christ Jesus, called 
to be saints together with all those who 
in every place call upon the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and 
ours (1 Corinthians 1:2).

Through Scripture, we are blessed to 
recognize our sin and we know God’s grace 
abounds in Jesus. For by grace you have 
been saved through faith. And this is not 
your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a 
result of works, so that no one may boast. 
For we are his workmanship, created in 
Christ Jesus for good works, which God 
prepared beforehand, that we should walk in 
them (Ephesians 2:8–10).

As His saints, we are called to share God’s 
message of salvation with all people. Shame, 
guilt, and suffering are transformed through 
the grace of our Savior into hope, love, and 
acceptance. Together, we will share His 
message and He will transform lives!

The grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ be with you,

Debbie Larson

Hope — No Shame in God’s Love!
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