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Sara Beric, Development Coordinator 
and missionary for POBLO International, 

knows the dangers, doubts, and 
difficulties associated with leaving Islam 

to confess Jesus as Lord and Savior. In her 
roles at POBLO, she assists others who 

make the same confession that she did 10 
years ago. “I know how difficult it is to be 
a Christian woman in a Muslim home,” 
Sara says. “You have to live a secret life.”

 Miracle
B Y  B E C K Y  W E H R S PA N N ,  F E AT U R E S  E D I T O R

 It Took a

Born and raised in an affluent, 
close-knit, Saudi Arabian 
family with six siblings, Sara 

was a devout, practicing Muslim: 
prayed five times a day, fasted, read 
the Koran regularly, and wore full 
body covering. She was a well-
educated teacher, admired for her 
commitment to Islam. “I was trying 
my best to please Allah, but I never 
felt he was satisfied with me,” Sara 
says. “I never had peace in my 
heart. There was no assurance of 
heaven, and I was concerned with 
my eternal life.”

2012 marked a low point of des-
peration and doubt. Sara fervently 
prayed her Islamic prayers, asking 
Allah to take her life. Although not 
suicidal, she was very depressed, no 
longer wanting to live in agony and 
fear of punishment in hell. “We are 
slaves to Allah; I would never please 
him. I knew I didn’t deserve heaven.” 

Then, online, she met a Christian 
from Michigan. Originally, he helped 
fix problems on her social media 
account, but their conversations 
later turned to religion: “I knew he 
was trying to convert me. I told him 
plainly I was not interested, because 

I loved my Islamic faith.” But he 
persisted, telling her about Jesus, 
who came to earth to give all people 
life and salvation. “That’s what my 
soul was always seeking — eternal 
life in heaven, but I was afraid of 
receiving punishment from Allah, so 
I stopped him from telling me more.”

As she fell in love with 
Jesus’ teachings, she no 
longer wanted to read 
the Koran. “ I prayed to 
God and asked Him to 
reveal Himself to me — 
to show me the truth.”

Islamic Sara was upset when her 
new friend continued to point out 
inaccuracies. He shared prophecies 
from the Old Testament about Christ 
coming as the Messiah, comparing 
them with the New Testament 
fulfillment of those prophecies. 
He encouraged her to discover 
the truth for herself. “I found more 
wrong things in Islam,” Sara says. “It 
left me broken and sad. My whole 
life was based on a lie!”

Sara continued reading the Bible 
(an online version, since hard copies 
of the Bible are forbidden in Saudi 
Arabia) in the middle of the night 
while her family slept. “The more 
I read, the more I could see the 
differences between the Koran and 
the Bible,” Sara says. 

She was determined to learn all she 
could about Christianity. As she fell 
in love with Jesus’ teachings, she no 
longer wanted to read the Koran. 
Sara relates, “I prayed to God and 
asked Him to reveal Himself to me — 
to show me the truth.”

I am the Alpha and the Omega, the 
first and the last, the beginning and 
the end (Revelation 22:13). 

Devouring God’s Word taught Sara 
more about her Savior. She gave 
up her Islamic roles. Her family 
noticed the changes. When her 
mom caught her watching a video 
about Jesus, Sara suffered a terrible 
beating. “She almost killed me, 
because she lost her temper and 
was hitting my head continuously 
on the desk,” Sara remembers. 

Christian friends warned Sara: for 
her safety, she would have to leave 
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Saudi Arabia. Sara wanted to believe 
her family wouldn’t hurt her, but her 
mother’s reaction proved her wrong.

“I prayed and asked God to do 
a miracle — to leave my country 
would take a miracle,” Sara says. “I 
was controlled by my father, and 
it was impossible to travel without 
permission from him.” 

For several years after the beating, 
Sara’s jaw pain became unbearable. 
Her doctor recommended surgery 
as soon as possible; however, there 
was a long waiting list. Sara’s father 
knew a good surgeon in Kuwait and 
acquired a passport for her, giving 
her permission to travel there with 
her brother. “That was a miracle,” Sara 
says. “My father always kept these 
kinds of documents with him, but he 
gave it to me. I was afraid. I loved my 
family very much. It is shameful in our 
culture for a girl to leave her family, 
and I didn’t want to leave this way. I 
suddenly changed my mind.” 

Because a friend in Kuwait assured 
Sara that God arranged for this 
escape, he urged her to leave while 
she had the opportunity — before she 
was killed. “So, I went to Kuwait with 
my brother and asked my friend to 
book a ticket to Lebanon.” 

When they got to the Kuwait clinic, 
she went to the restroom, leaving 
her brother in the waiting area. She 
removed her outer coverings and 
prayed for God’s protection. “I left 
the bathroom and saw my brother,” 
Sara recalls. “He was looking right 
at my face, but he didn’t recognize 
me. That was a miracle — the second 

miracle.” Confidence boosted, Sara 
walked out of the building and into 
the friend’s waiting car. He took her 
to the airport. Later that night, she 
arrived in Lebanon, where someone 
else was waiting for her. But she still 
was not safe.

Sara’s family reported her missing 
to the Saudi government, and the 
Lebanese police reported her in 
their country. Considered a traitor to 
Islam, by Sharia Law, she faced death 
by beheading. She would either be 
kidnapped and sent back to Saudi 
Arabia or be killed in Lebanon. She 
applied for and received asylum 
with the United Nations to go to 
Canada, but, because of intervention 
by the Saudi government, she was 
prohibited from leaving. For more 
than a year, Sara remained in hiding 
in Lebanon where she was baptized 
on Easter in 2014. She was able to 
change her visa to flee to the United 
States. This was quickly approved. In 
2015, at age 28, she was on her way 
to freedom! 

Within six months of her arrival, Sara 
met Cynthia Khan from POBLO. By 
the end of 2015, Sara was working 
as a missionary to Muslims. “I could 
see God showing me the way; He 
answered my prayers,” Sara shares. 
“I wanted to serve the Lord and have 
a job. He gave me this opportunity 
where I can make money and serve 
Him at the same time. Our God is an 
amazing God. I should just trust Him.”

Truly, I say to you, unless you turn 
and become like children, you will 
never enter the kingdom of heaven 
(Matthew 18:3).

Part of Sara’s ministry is to reach 
out to women living in the Middle 
East. She communicates with them 
on social media and helps facilitate 
online worship services for them. 
POBLO hosts online conferences 
for people living in Saudi Arabia, 
United Arab Emirates, Bahrain, and 
Kuwait. “Their mindset is different 
than others’ in the Middle East,” Sara 
insists. “It is difficult to convince them 
to think about other faiths except 
Islam.” During a conference, women 
meet with Muslim converts from their 
own counties, talking with them, and 
encouraging them.

She has also helped women, 
including Joy Markus, escape danger 
and persecution in their home 
countries. “When Joy was in Kuwait, 
facing persecution from her family, 
I was working at the POBLO office 
and helped them to bring her to the 
United States,” Sara says. 

But … there are hundreds who cannot 
leave their families or their countries. 
Sara remembers that fear and 
helps them, too: “They cannot leave 
their country without their family’s 
permission, and even if they could, 
they don’t have the strength to do it. 
We can encourage and communicate 
with them, be friends with them, and 
talk with them regularly. That’s what 
we can provide right now in their 
difficult situation.”

The steadfast love of the LORD 
never ceases; his mercies never 
come to an end; they are new every 
morning; great is your faithfulness 
(Lamentations 3:22–23).

Sara assists mothers registering their children for vacation Bible school (VBS). 
45 Arabic children attended the VBS held at Atonement Lutheran Church last year. 

Speaking before a congregation and sharing 
aspects of ministry opportunities at POBLO
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everything he could to get his daughter 
to return to Islam. “He kicked me out 
of his house; he beat me; he brought 
an Islamic leader to pray with me,” Joy 
says. He blamed the American school 
and repeatedly asked her why she was 
questioning Islam and bringing shame 
to her family. She never told him she’d 
already been baptized. 

In December, Joy’s father threatened her: 
“He told me he would let the Islamic leader 
kill me if I didn’t come back to Islam.” Her 
mother was distraught, telling Joy not to 
trust her father. Joy loved her father and 
knew he, in his way, was trying to keep her 
out of hell by following Islamic law. Though 
not afraid to go to the Islamic Center with 
him, she was relieved to find it closed 
when they got there. That bit of relief soon 
turned to terror. 

He drove home on a dark, deserted 
road and forced Joy into the back seat. 
Suddenly, three men pushed their way into 
the vehicle and her father watched as they 
beat her, breaking her back. Each took his 
turn raping her. Returning home, her father 
poured gasoline on her, to burn her, but a 
male cousin intervened. Joy thought she 
would die without medical treatment, but 
her family would not take her to a hospital. 
To admit what had happened would bring 
more shame upon them.

A U.S. Embassy worker heard about Joy. 
“God used him to prepare the papers to 
get me a parole visa, so I could leave,” 
Joy says. “He gave me money and 
bought me a ticket. He called POBLO 
and asked if they could take care of me, 
because I needed a lot of help.” 

Joy, then 33, left Kuwait for the United 
States in December of 2015. Her pastor’s 
wife traveled with her. Upon arrival, 
POBLO missionaries arranged for Joy 
to see a doctor. “I’m so thankful to God, 
I’m so thankful to POBLO because they 
took care of me,” Joy says. “When I came 
here, I was a very broken girl — not just 
physically, but mentally, too. I was so 
scared of everything.”

Joy was pregnant from the night she was 
attacked, but she refused an abortion: “I’d 
always dreamt of being a mom, so I could 
not kill this baby.” Unfortunately, Joy 
miscarried. “I was grieving my lost baby, 
but I didn’t tell anyone. I hid it.” No one 
should have to grieve alone.

In November 2016 she underwent surgery 
to repair two broken places in her back. 
After months of healing, Pastor Gary 
Rhower from Atonement Lutheran Church 
in Dearborn, Michigan, invited Joy to serve 
the Arabic people in their community. “I 
was very scared about serving God with 
Muslim people,” Joy admits. Pastor Rhower 
encouraged her, and she realized God was 
calling her to share the Gospel with them. 
They helped her past wounds heal.

POBLO recently expanded to include 
Christian counseling services, especially 
focusing on reaching out to women, 
like Joy, who have escaped dangerous 
situations and need physical, mental, and 
emotional support.

“I give God all glory, because He’s done 
so much for me,” Joy shares. “That’s why 
I have to share my story and help others. 
He loves me.” Q

Sara is no longer in 
danger: “The main threat 
was from the Saudi 
government, but they 
can’t do anything to me 
in the United States. I 
can travel and live my 
life peacefully. My family 
stopped searching for me 
once I was in Lebanon.” 
She’s had contact with 
some family members, but 
her betrayal of Islam could 
put them in danger, so 
communication is minimal. 

Sara never did see a 
doctor for her jaw. The 
pain was severe only 
during the time she was 
praying for God to provide 
the way of escape — a 
miracle. “When I came to 
the United States, the pain 
almost disappeared,” she 
says. “It was God’s way 
of helping me get out of 
Saudi Arabia.”

Sara attributes 
everything in her life 
to God: “I am nothing 
without Him. I am not 
strong; I just believe in 
Him. I read all the stories 
and the miracles that 
He did, and all He wants 
from me is to believe in 
Him. I come to Him with 
a heart of a child, and 
He’s never disappointed 
me. It’s a miracle.” Q

Joy's story continuedSara's story continued

Joy continues to serve at Atonement. She teaches English, translates for refugees, assists with vacation Bible school, and helps 
with family community nights where Christians and Muslims come together for a meal and an opportunity to hear the Gospel. 


