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Reflection on how Deaconesses Serve
As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God’s varied 
grace: whoever speaks, as one who speaks oracles of God; whoever serves, as one who serves 
by the strength that God supplies—in order that in everything God may be glorified through 
Jesus Christ. To him belong glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen (1 Peter 4:10-11).
    Deaconesses are theologically trained women reaching out in love and care to people around 

them. They touch the lives of people who are suffering and often marginalized. These include 
people who are sick, homeless, disabled, malnourished, homebound, hospitalized, enduring 
grief or loss, in hospice care, or living in nursing homes or convalescent homes. They also 
may serve those who are mentally ill, troubled youth, teen mothers, children of divorce, and 
those suffering from neglect or domestic violence. Each of these women use the gifts that 
God has given them to serve others. 

     Deaconess Kim served in combat and is a disabled veteran. After returning to civilian 
life, she completed diaconal studies. She is now serving a congregation that reaches out to 
veterans through a special ministry using horses. The veterans she serves have struggled 
readjusting to civilian life. Their service experiences have led to moral and faith struggles. 
Kim has experience with horses, and she is using this expertise alongside her theological 
training to help those in need. As the veterans work with the horses under Kim’s guidance, 
the veterans can heal in a safe and trusted environment. Deaconess Kim is touching lives 
with her special gift.

    The Dakota Boys and Girls Ranch works with at-risk youth and their families. A deaconess 
fills the crucial gap in spiritual care for traumatized children. Many victimized children 
are often unreachable for the chaplains due to their gender. Those children who have been 
victimized by males are better able to respond to a deaconess. The deaconess can bridge the 
gap with Christ-centered care and give the life-changing hope and healing of Christ Himself. 
The gift and caring love of the deaconess brings healing to the children and families.

    Redeeming Life Maternity Home has a deaconess on staff who serves single pregnant women 
in crisis. The deaconess is responsible for case management, program development, and 
spiritual education and growth. The residents of Redeeming Life Maternity Homes come to 
understand that in Christ there is forgiveness, peace, and unconditional love. 

    Deaconesses may also serve in the parish and complement the work of the pastor. Their 
responsibilities and ministry change according to the needs of the congregation. A deaconess 
may visit the shut-ins, manage Sunday school and VBS, or lead women’s Bible study. They 
use the gift that God has given to share His care and love.

Prayer:  Dear Lord, we thank You for the role of deaconesses in sharing Your love and care. 
These trained women are a gift from You, and we give thanks for their skills. Help us 
also to reach out to those around us who need the love and care only You can give. In 
Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
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