
Mission Grant for Gospel Outreach in
Mongolia Fully Funded

On Wednesday, March 23, after the Chapel service
at The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS)
office in St. Louis, Lutheran Women’s Missionary
League (LWML) President Debbie Larson, Vice
President of Christian Life Susan Brunkow, and
Senior Counselor Rev. Brian Noack presented a full
grant payment check in the amount of $100,000 to
Lutheran Hour Ministries (LHM) representatives.
This 2021–2023 Mission Grant #13, Gospel
Outreach to Women and Children in Mongolia will
bring Jesus’ message of hope to the Kazakh
people. Witnessing the presentation were the
LWML District Gift Planning Advocates who were in
St. Louis for the Gifts of Love Ministry Team
Gathering. 

One Advocate said “It was so exciting to be here to
see our mites in action. When I left home for this
meeting, I had no idea that I would get to see a
mission grant payment being presented.” 

From left to right: LWML Sr.
Counselor Rev. Brian Noack,
LHM Vice President of Global
Ministries Rev. Dr. Tony
Cook, Senior Vice President-
Strategy Officer Jeff Craig-Meyer,
and Grants Manager Lois
Engfehr, LWML President Debbie
Larson, LWML Vice President of
Christian Life Susan Brunkow

Prayers for LWML Oklahoma District Convention
Please join in prayer for our LWML sisters in Christ from the LWML Oklahoma
District as they gather together on Friday and Saturday, April 8–9, 2022, for their
convention. Their theme is “Chosen to Love and Serve” from Colossians 3:12, Put
on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate
hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience.

Gracious God, send Your Holy Spirit to lead and guide the LWML Oklahoma District
as they meet in Edmond, Oklahoma for business and fellowship under the
leadership of LWML District President Pam Wiederkehr. Give strength and
discernment to all the Oklahoma district officers and presenters, and President Pam
as well, as she chairs her first convention. May all attendees be encouraged that
they are Chosen by You to love and serve for Your glory. In Jesus’ name, we pray.
Amen.

Serving Joyfully, President Debbie



Mission Grant #25 Missionaries to America Project
Receives Initial Funding

The goal of the Missionaries to America project
is to develop resources that will inspire and
equip churches to successfully reach an ethnic
group different from their own. It is difficult to
share the Good News of Jesus with immigrants
whose culture and backgrounds are
dramatically different than our own. The LCMS
Florida- Georgia District is assisting Mission
Nation Publishing to develop these resources
that will help congregations do just that. The
hope is that these congregations will learn,
through coaching, how to build relationships
and share the Gospel with immigrants and
diverse groups within their reach.

Rev. Dr. Peter Meier, Executive Director of
Missions and Outreach for the LCMS Florida-
Georgia District replied in a letter to LWML,
“Greetings and God’s peace to you! With
gratitude, I acknowledge receipt of the $30,000
partial payment check for LWML 2021-2023
Mission Grant #25. On behalf of Mission Nation
Publishing, please receive our thanks for
LWML’s support of this project.” For more
information about Mission Grant #25
Missionaries to America, visit the Mission
Nation Publishing website.

From left to right: Florida Georgia
District LCMS representatives —
Executive Director of Finance, Laura
Zirbel, President Greg Walton, and
Executive Director of Missions and
Outreach, Rev. Dr. Peter Meier.

Gifts of Love Ministry Team Gathering 
LWML Gifts of Love Gift Planning Advocates met in St.
Louis from March 22–25, 2022, for training and
updates. They were joined by LWML President Debbie
Larson, Sr. Pastoral Counselor Brian Noack, and
Planned Giving Committee Chairman Susan Brunkow.

https://www.missionnationpublishing.com/
https://www.lwml.org/mites-received


Training Sessions were led by Gift Planning Counselors
Linda Gage and Carol von Soosten (shown at right) as
well as Gift Planning Assistant Ellen Makey.

The purpose of the Gifts of Love Ministry is to help
women and their families understand the benefits of
including the Lord’s work in a well-planned, prayerfully
considered lifetime charitable gift plan. The Gift
Planning Advocates serve God by helping His people
understand how they can transfer their blessing to
others through an intentional gift-planning process.

The group spent one day at the LCMS International
Center attending Chapel and meeting with LCMS
Foundation personnel for updates on current tax laws
and a variety of charitable gift instruments. Rev. Phillip Krupski, Senior Vice
President of Gift Planning Service for the LCMS Foundation, explained the LWML
and LCMS Foundation partnership. He also led a Bible study, Born for Blessing,
emphasizing the fact that God’s grace produces Christian action.

Later in the training, Rev. Noack led the group through the new LWML Bible study, I
am the Heart of LWML, as Advocates made plans for exhibits and presentations at
upcoming district conventions. Look for them at your district convention and explore
all that LWML Gift Planning has to offer!

Una Misionera? Yo?
LWML has a new Bible study series available for our Spanish-
speaking sisters. The popular Bible study A Missionary? Me?
was translated into Spanish by Deaconess Rachel Jaseph and
is now available as Una Misionera? YO? It is a free download
at lwml.org.

This study features eight lessons, each including a reflection
written by a woman serving in the mission field, followed by a
coordinating Bible study written by Heart to Heart Sisters Committee Chairman
Karol Selle. We encourage all LWML members to share this study with their
Spanish-speaking friends.

Glowing Review of Dedicated!
The Concordia Historical Institute has published a
review of Dedicated! Lutheran Women Grounded in
the Word; Growing in God's Mission, a book authored
by Carolyn Blum with Deaconess Betty Knapp.

This article, reviewed by Rev. Fred Bleeke and
published in the Spring 2022 issue of the Concordia
Historical Institute Quarterly, gives a glowing review of
this detailed history of LWML from 2003–2017, with a
summary of the years from 1942–2002.

https://www.lwml.org/heart-of-lwml
http://www.lwml.org/posts/free-resources/una-misionera-yo


Excerpts of the review include, “This history of the
LWML highlights the terms of each of the
organization’s 18 national presidents and indicates
continuity in the mission of the LWML through
changing times, up to the very recent past.”

“Dedicated! demonstrates that Lutheran Women in
Mission are not bystanders or critics; they look and
find those in need.”

Rev. Bleeke concluded, “Seeing from Dedicated! how
the LWML has successfully adapted to changing times,
this reviewer's appetite is whetted for future accounts
of ways in which Lutheran Women in Mission met the
challenges posed by the 2020 pandemic.”

If you have not had the opportunity to purchase and read this book, you may find it
here for $10.99. Enjoy this inspirational history of LWML!

Structure Committee Creates New Publications

The Joy of the Lord is our strength, but a well-run meeting can help strengthen the
organization. The LWML Structure Committee has three new publications available
on the LWML website to help your group, zone, or district hold efficient and effective
meetings.

Handling a Simple Motion is a short lesson on the basic steps for processing a
motion, from a member making a motion to the chair declaring the results of the
vote.

Although the COVID-19 pandemic may be waning, the convenience of holding
electronic meetings is here to stay. Although the basic rules of parliamentary
procedure don’t change in electronic meetings, they must be adapted for use when
all members are not in the same room together. Sample Policies for Electronic
Meetings offers guidance on how to run this type of meeting.

And speaking of policies, do you know one when you see one? Bylaws, Rules, and
Policies—What’s the Difference? will answer your questions about each of these.
As always, your LWML Structure Committee is ready to answer questions on these,
or any other, topics. Email the LWML Structure Committee through the Vice
President of Organizational Resources. 

Unshakable Filming Complete
Author Donna Snow has written another
remarkable Bible study, Unshakable —
Standing on the Rock When Life Quakes
Hard for LWML. Based on Hebrews 12:28–
29, the book walks through the lives of
eight Biblical characters whom God shook
to the core. As readers examine their

https://www.cph.org/p-33731-dedicated.aspx?REName=lwml&SearchTerm=dedicated
https://unite-production.s3.amazonaws.com/tenants/lwml/attachments/346490/Handling-a-Simple-Motion_2022-03-05_FINAL.pdf
https://unite-production.s3.amazonaws.com/tenants/lwml/attachments/346482/Sample-Provisions-for-Electronic-Meetings_2022-03-05_FINAL.pdf
https://unite-production.s3.amazonaws.com/tenants/lwml/attachments/346481/Bylaws-Rules-Policies_2022-03-05_FINAL.pdf
mailto:depor@lwml.org


history and struggles, they will appreciate how God used the lives of these men and
women to show others the hope of salvation.

The Bible study lessons recorded will be available in an eight-session video series.
Using the beautiful chapel at Camp Lone Star — Pines Campus in Tomball, Texas,
as the setting, Donna Snow enthusiastically led the participants through each
lesson. As she shared the stories of Joseph (Genesis); Mary, the mother of Jesus;
King David; James, the brother of Jesus; Mary Magdalene; Paul; Gideon; and the
Disciple John, she told of the extraordinary plans God had for their lives.

Among the 40 participants were Unshakable Graphic Artist Nichelle Dykema,
Christian Life Committee members Molly Dixon and Cheryl Mattil, Recording
Secretary Brenda Piester, Vice President of Christian Life Susan Brunkow, and
President Debbie Larson. LWML Senior Pastoral Counselor Rev. Brian Noack and
former LWML Pastoral Counselors Rev. Michael Mattil and Rev. John Heckmann
were in attendance to provide doctrinal guidance during the filming on April 1 and 2,
2022.

Funding for recording the series was made possible by donors through the Gifts of
Love Ministry. The study is in the publication process, and the video series will be
available at the 2023 LWML Convention in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.

“Being shaken is part of a believer’s life—but because of Jesus’ victory over death
and sin, standing on shaky ground is not how our story ends. He gave us a kingdom
that CANNOT be shaken. Thanks be to God!” – Donna Snow, from the introduction
to Unshakable. LWML looks forward to sharing this Bible study with all of God’s
people.
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