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Fools of the Bible
Bible Study • Leaders’ Guide

Please provide a copy of this study and a Bible for each participant.

Trust in the Lord with all your heart,
and do not lean on your own understanding.

In all your ways acknowledge him,
and he will make straight your paths.

Be not wise in your own eyes;
fear the Lord, and turn away from evil (Proverbs 3:5–7).

Opening Prayer: Dear Lord, open my heart and mind to learn more about You and to grow in my 
faith. Amen.

The internet dictionary Lexico defines the noun “fool” as “a person who acts unwisely or 
imprudently.” The meaning of the verb form is to “trick or deceive.” 

Think	of	a	time	when	you	may	have	been	tricked	or	fooled.	Describe	how	long	it	took	you	to	
realize	you	had	been	fooled.	How	did	it	make	you	feel?	

Answers will vary.

What	usually	happens	when	we	realize	we	have	been	fooled?

Maybe we get angry or want to get even. 
Perhaps we learn a lesson so that it doesn’t happen again

Wikipedia reports that April Fool’s Day, also called “All Fool’s Day,” is an annual custom where 
jokesters play practical jokes and hoaxes on recipients. The origin of this fake “holiday” is unknown, 
but there are many stories of people being tricked or fooled. One British example occurred as early 
as April 1, 1698 when several people were tricked into purchasing tickets to the Tower of London to 
“see the lions washed,” an event that never happened. 

While there is no biblical connection to April Fool’s Day, there are references in the Bible about 
fools and foolishness. In fact, according to Bible Gateway there are 175 entries in the Bible (ESV) for 
“fool” (e.g., fool, foolishness).

This Bible study looks at some of the different types of fools found in the Bible: the rich fool, the 
non-believing fool, and the fool who trusts his own heart.  
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The Rich Fool
Read Luke 12:13–21, “The Parable of the Rich Fool.”

Describe	the	rich	man.

He had so much wealth that he tore down his barns to build bigger barns. He had plenty of 
good things, so he decided to take it easy, eat, drink, and be merry. This man trusted his 
riches and left God out of his plans.

Is	having	wealth	good	or	bad?	Give	examples.

Wealth is neutral. It is our attitude toward wealth — what it makes us, and how we use it — 
that can make wealth good or bad. 

1. Wealth can make us independent.

2. Wealth can make us seem “powerful.”

3. Wealth can make us feel popular.

4. Wealth can make us proud and arrogant.

5. Wealth used for God’s purposes, however, makes having wealth a good thing.

How	can	we	use	our	wealth	for	good?

Mission projects: food drives, donations, sending mites to support mission grants.  
Giving to the Church: offerings. 
Purchasing Bibles or devotionals for those who do not have access, or the ability, to 
purchase them. 
Accept other answers from the group.

Paul	gives	some	worthy	instructions	to	the	rich.	Read	1	Timothy	6:17–19.	What	are	some	of	the	
“dos	and	don’ts”	in	these	verses?

a. Don’t be high minded (haughty).

b. Don’t trust in uncertain riches (1929 stock market crash, 2008 downturn, etc.)

c. Do know that God provides all for us to enjoy.

d. Do use your riches to do good.

e. Do be generous and ready to share.

f. Do use your treasure to take hold of that which is truly life.

The Non-Believer is a Fool
Read	Psalm	14:1.	What	does	the	fool	say	in	his	heart?

The fool says in his heart, “There is no God” (Psalm 14:1).
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The non-believer is considered a fool because he/she rejects the evidence that God exists. 
Read Romans 1:20. 

What	are	some	examples	of	God’s	eternal	power	and	divine	nature?	

For his invisible attributes, namely his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly 
perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have been made. So they 
are without excuse (Romans 1:20).

Other examples: 
The human body (Psalm 139:14). 
Genesis Chapter 1: Creation of the earth.

One Who Trusts His Own Mind/Heart is a Fool
When we make our own decisions, we can sometimes be fooled by our own mind/heart. 
Read 2 Kings 5:1–14. 

Who	was	Naaman?	

Naaman was a Syrian army commander who was plagued with leprosy. (2 Kings 5:1)

What	did	God	tell	Naaman	to	do?	(2	Kings	5:10)

He was commanded by the prophet of God to dip in the Jordan River seven times to 
be cleansed.

What	was	Naaman’s	reaction?	(2	Kings	5:11–12)

He turned and went away in a rage.

Naaman’s heart had its own plan. He departed, following his own heart, and left in a rage. He 
remained a leper until he responded obediently. 

How	often	do	we	trust	our	own	heart?	What	is	usually	the	outcome	when	we	follow	our	heart	
vs.	listening	to	God?

Answers will vary.

Jesus	was	clear	about	what	one	must	do	to	be	saved.	Read	Mark	16:16:

Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be 
condemned. 

Read	Proverbs	28:26.	In	what	wisdom	does	the	Lord	want	us	to	walk?	See	Proverbs	1:7:

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge; fools despise wisdom and 
instruction.
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Read	Proverbs	3:5–7.	Who	are	we	to	trust?

Verse 5: Trust in the Lord

How	are	we	to	trust?

Verse 5: with all your heart

Verse 6: in all your ways acknowledge Him

Verse 7: fear the Lord, and turn away from evil.

What	are	we	not	to	do?

Our thoughts and understanding cannot be put over our trust in what God says.   

Becoming Wise
What	are	we	cautioned	against	in	1	Corinthians	3:18?	

Let no one deceive himself. If anyone among you thinks that he is wise in this age, let him 
become a fool that he may become wise.

We sometimes try so hard to make the right decision on our own without asking God and believing 
in Him. It is not our plan, but God’s plan for us. We need to ask Him for guidance in everything we 
do. We sometimes think we have so much knowledge that we know the path we should take, only to 
be fooled later.  

Think	about	a	time	you	made	a	decision	and	then	later	realized	the	decision	was	not	the 
one	God	wanted	for	you.		What	was	your	experience? ____________________________________
 ________________________________________________________________________________________
 ________________________________________________________________________________________

God has a plan for each one of us. He is there to guide us and we learn His plan through prayer. 
Read Proverbs 2:1–12.  God gives us wisdom (verse 6) through His Word as we open our hearts and 
listen to gain understanding towards making wise decisions.  

Closing Prayer: Dear heavenly Father, please help me seek Your guidance as I go about my days 
here on this earth. Guide me toward the plan You have for me, and keep me safe in Your care. 
Amen.

All quoted Scripture is from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®, copyright © 2001 by Crossway, 
a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers). Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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