
“Rock on, LWML!” Newly elected 
LWML President Jan Wendorf 
encouraged the LWML moments 
after learning of her selection. She 
thanked all for their support and 
encouragement and requested 
prayers for all those elected.

Officers elected for 2007-2011:

President
Janice (Jan) Wendorf

Vice President of Human Care
Deaconess Sylvia Johnson

Vice President of  
Servant Resources
Eloise Kuhlmann

Treasurer
Helen Miller

Pastoral Counselor
Rev. Michael J. Mattil

Nominating Committee
Linda Arnold, Chairman 
Martha Burke 
Claire Carlson 
Judy Lessmann 
Marilyn McClure 

Has the LWML been successful? Yes, 
the LWML is strong, vibrant, rel-

evant and successful because of God’s 
great faithfulness to us!” With this 
proclamation, President Reiser encour-
aged each LWML woman to have clar-
ity of Christ-focused vision about her 
service through Gifts from the Heart, 
servant activities, pledge walks, offer-
ings, mites and prayers for missions.

“What will you do when you get 
home? Will you be different? Will you 
be changed? Will you take Jesus, the 
Rock, and apply that truth in your life 
in a new way?” 

“The best is yet come. We can make 
a difference!” President Linda urged 
each woman to find her “spot” as she 
witnesses the Good News of Jesus 
Christ by starting a Teen LWML, 
encouraging women to learn more 
about the LWML, inviting an MMV 
consultant, sharing LWML products, 
considering a leadership position or 
giving an estate gift.

“Our (LWML) spot for 65 years is 
about bringing the lost and the erring 
into eternal fellowship with Him. Let’s 
dedicate ourselves to Him with all that 
we are and have. The LWML will not 
sink … because of God’s great faithful-
ness to us!”

President Linda invited her family 
on stage Friday to thank them for their 
love and support during her presi-
dency and at this convention: “prayer 
warrior” parents Clifford and Elsie 
Rasmsussen (who lit the convention 
candle), son Matt (who carried the 
cross), daughter Amy and daughter-
in-law Amanda (expectant mothers 
who served as pages), and son-in-law 
Tim (who kept granddaughter Ava 
in tow).  Husband Ron (who always 
welcomed her home with a small gift, 
balloon or flower) presented Linda 
with a dozen red roses.
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Making a difference

Jan Wendorf is 
new president

A rockin’ thanks!
A rousing ROCKIN’ LWML 

thank you to the entire, hard-
working team of Host Committee 
workers and Host Committee 
Chairman Pat Reichert and fam-
ily. You made us feel so warmly 
welcomed with your friendly 
smiles and willing hearts. We 
will never forget our wonderful 
time with you in Sioux Falls!

“
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rockin’ & Movin’
Below are the words to the winning 

song by the Rocky Mountain District 
performed at Friday night’s 65th An-
niversary celebration. 

Rockin’ Movin’ Dancin’ to LWML
Ladies         
There’s excitement in the air
I said, Ladies
Get yourself off your chairs,
I said, Ladies
‘Cause you’re new in this town
you will have an uplifiting time

Ladies       
There’s a place you can go
I said, Ladies
With your sisters in Christ
I said, Ladies
Lift your eyes to the Lord
And you’ll have an uplifting time

Chorus
It’s fun to serve in the LWML
It’s fun to serve in the LWML
Get on board, Find a way to serve,
And together we can spread His  
        Word (repeat chorus)

In the LWML (sing last time)

‘Let’s Hug a Lot’
The following poem, given out in 

the Human Care Booth, was written 
by Sheila Lutz, Human Care Commit-
tee Chairman:

“Let’s Hug a Lot”
The human touch is wonderful.
It brings much care and love
And lets us share the blessings
Sent by God above.

If you live in Him and He in you..
If you want to feel alive..
Then Four Hugs a day
Is what you need merely to Survive

If you like your life the way it is…
You’re blessed and free from pain..
Make sure to get Eight Hugs each day
So your life you can Maintain

When you hug, your blessings double.
You give, and you get. You Grow
If you get a daily dose of Twelve Hugs!
God’ll make your spirit Go, Go, Go!

Stuck on Struck
The story continues … she was 

Nita Mites in Tampa and Aunt Jane 
in Sioux Falls … still on her cell 
phone and making the women roar 
with laughter. “Lutefisk…the piece 
of Cod that passes all understand-
ing.”

“People learn through laugh-
ter,” said Jan Struck. “I worked 
with President Linda and the past 
presidents to write a script so the 
convention would come together.” 
Jan said, “God takes great delight 
in our laughter. We can shout 
with joy because we are an Easter 
people!”

convention offerings 
The 65th Anniversary Celebration 

Offering (#2), totaling $57,268.50, 
along with designated gifts of 
$24,906.91, came to $82,175.41. Rec-
ognizing the blessings of LWML’s 
auxiliary partnership with the 
mission and ministry of the LCMS 
for 65 years, this offering will be 
divided as follows: 30% for the 
LWML Endowment and 70% for 
LCMS World Mission to fund Mis-
sionary Children’s Education.

Offering #3, which will go toward  
seminary student aid, totaled 
$47,831.54. Since checks were sent 
in before the convention, offering 
totals will grow. Those numbers 
will be in an upcoming e-News.

“Post 9/11 people yearned for a 
sanctuary, and we are compelled to be 
risk-aware.”

“When God is our Refuge, we can feel 
safe and be safe.”

“Come to the Rock today and come 
thirsty.”

“We can rest on Christ the King, but 
we better not sleep!”

“You are God’s ‘lively’ stones.”
“You are the ‘Lois and Eunice’ for a 

new generation.”
“Don’t hold back. Rock on!”

Dr. Manz Simon used the term 
“starbuckization of faith” to identify 
the modern trend to customize your 
spirituality to fit your lifestyle. She 
also shared her daughters Angela 
and Christina, as together they re-
called the influence and legacy of 
LWML and family in their lives.

Hand Towel Sets .................1,887
Health Kits with Towel ............457
Health Kits without Towel ....2,548
Children’s Clothing ......... 338 items
Children’s Underwear  
and Socks Sets ....................2,339
Sheet Sets ...........................1,340
Quilts ....................................970
Shampoo ...............................902
Toothbrushes ......................3,065
Miscellaneous ......................4,530

Gifts from  
the Heart

Bible study pebbles from Mary Manz Simon ...



Big thanks, LWML!
Rev. Dr. Robert M. Roegner, execu-

tive director of the Board for Mission 
Services (LCMS World Mission), spoke 
to the convention body on Saturday 
afternoon. Rev. Roegner congratulated 
the LWML on its partnership with 
LCMS World Mission in reaching out 
with the Gospel of Jesus Christ into 
the world.

Rev. Roegner introduced the Schei-
we family who spoke about their work 
in Asia: supporting a school hygiene 
project, village doctor training, village 
drinking water project, pastoral train-
ing center and summer volunteer pro-

gram for English education. He then 
invited us to sing “A Mighty Fortress 
is Our God.”

Susie Loofe of Neligh, Nebraska, 
won a trip to Panama with LCMS 
World Mission.

Dr. Dale Meyer, former Lutheran Hour 
speaker and current president 
of Concordia Seminary, St. 
Louis, is the author of LWML 
Sunday 2007 materials, 
continuing with our 
convention theme Rest On 
Christ the King. Materials are 
available now! Contact the LWML  
Office to find out more.

Booth winners
Exhibit Hall winners should pick up 
their prizes at the Shirt Sales Booth 
unless otherwise noted.

• Rock Hound Passport: Laurie 
Borth, ND

• Lutheran Heritage Foundation: 
Sharon Hennig; Dallastown, PA

• Lutheran Special Ed Ministries: 
Serla Fick, Margret Stripling, 
Debra Drbal, Marilyn Meeks, 
Tabitha Burger

• Oregon District Booth: Mary 
Lueck, ND

• Gifts of Love Watercolor: Carol 
Otto

• Women’s Leadership Institute 
of Concordia University Wiscon-
sin: Cindy Clements, Brandon SD  
(prize will be mailed)

• LCMS World Mission: Jean 
Turner, CNH; Linda Meyer, MN 
S; Cale Walker, Atlantic; Cynthia 
Behrens, Oregon; Vernon Mirly, 
Pacific SW

• Lutheran Braille Workers Inc.: 
Diane Pilsbury, Lake Wales, FL  
(prize will be mailed)

• LWML Gospel Outreach: Ellen 
Weber

• Leader Development Booth: 
Banner – Diana MacFarlane, Chesa-
peake District; “Here I Am Lord” 
DVD – Linda Christensen, S WI 

• Structure Committee: Eunice 
Bailey, Whitestone, NY

ROCK Solid News is published during the convention  
by the LWML Communication Department.

Vice President of Communication ............. Sandy Hardies
Public Relations Director ...............................Bev England
Newspaper Editor ........................Rae Ann Spitzenberger
Quarterly Editor-in-Chief ..................... Nancy Graf Peters
Quarterly Staff ........................Beth Foreman, Shari Miller,  

Peggy Wunschel 
Media & Marketing ........ Doris Engstrom, Wendy Greiner
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Evaluation Survey
The LWML thanks Dr. Kent 

Einsphar and his staff at Concordia 
University Nebraska for helping 
us to prepare, compile and analyze 
the convention surveys. This gives 
us helpful information for planning 
future conventions. Our thanks to 
YOU for completing the survey. If 
you still have not completed your 
survey, please do so and give it to 
an usher at the door.

In addition, we thank numer-
ous past LWML Board of Directors 
members, past district presidents 
and committee members who 
participated in another part of the 
evaluation process by conducting 
personal interviews.

c

LWML Sunday

More than a voice
Erin Bode won us over with her 

crystal clear voice, unique repertoire, 
crossover appeal and warm stage pres-
ence. When she shared the story of her 
music with the Themba Girls in South 
Africa, we experienced the uncommon 
connection between an audience and a 
performance artist. She gave us more 
than her music; she gave us her passion.

over 1,500 First Timers
A record number of first-timers, over 

1,500, worshiped, voted, sang and 
praised at the 32nd Biennial Conven-
tion. One first-timer from each district 
was invited to attend a luncheon on 
Friday with President Linda Reiser. 
Three first-timers are sisters (Sandy 
Voag, Marilyn Eaves and Sharon 
Peters) attending with their mother, 
Shirley Schneider.

Without a single electronic 
device in the room, 91 teens 

were rockin’ all afternoon at the 
Teen Hang Out. The 11- to 17-
year-old girls made pet rocks, 

designed cards for the Children’s 
Hospital of Sioux Falls, played 
Bible Jeopardy and discovered 

their “fruit” personality. They’re 
going home with a pencil bag, 

pencils, fun prizes and memories  
   of a rockin’ time at  

convention.
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YWrs: ‘rolling Stones’
We are the rolling stones!” said 

Michigan District Young Women 
Representative Heidi Stoor.

The 70 YWRs have been rockin’ and 
rollin’ throughout the convention: 
carrying district banners and mission 
flags, studying LWML 101, visiting 
with 30 former YWRs at a reunion 
lunch, gathering and organizing Gifts 
from the Heart, and visiting with 
President Linda Reiser, speaking at 
Saturday’s YWR luncheon, “Jesus Our 
Rock.”

“If your families or careers keep you 
from the Tuesday morning meeting at 
your church,” President Linda said, 
“then maybe you are the one to start 
your own group. Maybe it’s an online 
group or a group that meets at work.” 
She reminded everyone that “LWML is 
more than a meeting … it’s a mission.” 

The young women are heading 

home with an LWML bag full of gifts 
— an LWML Today’s Light Bible, a 
bling baseball cap, shirts and good-
ies. Even more important, the young 
women will take home heart gifts. 
President Linda closed the luncheon 
and said, “I am praying that God will 
allow you to have a life-enhancing 
experience — a WOW moment at this 
convention!”

A YWr like no other
Ruth Hollmann, Missouri Dis-

trict, is in Sioux Falls celebrating 
LWML’s 65th Anniversary. In 1942, 
Ruth was 20 years old making her, 
perhaps the first Young Woman 
Representative in 1942.

Three-generation tradition
Janai Wagner, Mid-South District, 

2005 Tampa YWR, is starting a 
three-generation tradition.  “Joining 
my mother in Tampa was such a 
moving experience that my mother 
and I made plans to come to Sioux 
Falls. This weekend my mother, 
9-year-old daughter and I are here 
together.”

it’s a family affair
It’s a family reunion! Repre-

senting five districts, the Erdman 
family — four sisters, two sisters-
in-law and one niece — traveled 
to Sioux Falls to serve joyfully and 
to reunite. The convention brought 
together four of the remaining 
Erdman sisters who grew up In a 
ROCK solid North Dakota Chris-
tian home. 

good news travels fast
Apryl Brand, convention attendee 

who served a short-term mission in 
India, quickly e-mailed her Indian 
friends after Friday’s grant vote to 
give them the good news!  The mis-
sion grant provides $100,000 to the 
India Evangelical Lutheran Church 
for ten churches in the primarily 
Hindu/Muslim country.  Serving 
as a missionary volunteer with 
LCMS World Mission, Apryl taught 
English and served at Bethesda 
Lutheran Hospital in Ambur.

Service of Sending
As the convention experience 

draws to a close, convention at-
tendees will witness the installation 
of officers and participate in the 
Service of Sending, featuring Rev. 
Dr. Vernon Schindler, past president 
of the South Dakota District, as 
proclaimer. Rev. Schindler served as 
LWML counselor from 1993-97 and 
fondly remembers those years.

Sea of blue
About 1,000 walkers in a “sea of 

blue” participated in the Mission 
Pledge Walk Saturday morning, with 
400 to 500 participants during the 
lunch hour. More than $75,000 in 
pledges were raised for the walk, with 
more still coming in!

At the Saturday morning pledge 
walk, Marion Demmin, 79, of the East-
ern District, earned cheers from fellow 
walkers as she made not one lap with 
her walker around the track, but four! 
Marion attended her first LWML 
convention in Ames, Iowa, in 1985 and 
has missed only one convention since. 
However, this is the first time that she 
has participated in the pledge walk. 
Way to go, Marion!

“

Follow Us To . . .
You have your rose and your 

“Portland Umbrella.” You’ve tasted 
those delicious hazelnuts. You’re 

ready to visit your Northwest LWML 
sisters and discover all the other 
fantastic things in our beautiful 

corner of God’s creation. Come to 
the first LWML convention in the 

Pacific Northwest in 56 years. It’s the 
chance of a lifetime!

... PORTLAND 2009
June 25-28

Find out more online!
Visit www.lwml.org to find out more 

about convention. Features include 
pictures, this newspaper, highlights 
from each day, a convention press 

release and much more!


