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Don’t Forget Your  
Gifts from the Heart
Remember that Gifts 
from the Heart must 
be delivered to Rooms 
B-118 & 119, across the 
hall from registration, 
by noon today!

Braille Book of the Bible
Every time volunteers finished a Braille 
volume, they clapped and quickly re-
turned to their work as they compiled 
Deuteronomy in Amharic, a language 
spoken in Ethiopia, and Proverbs 
through Song of Songs in Spanish.  

Backpacks for Underprivileged Children
Host societies provided school sup-
plies to fill backpacks for those who 
attend the Transitional School in Port-
land. These backpacks will be given  
to underprivileged and homeless  
students who attend this school.

Assistance for Veterans
When the long quilting pins with 
heads were all tied up — and the proj-
ect appeared to be stalled — the  ever-
resourceful LWMLers began to baste!

Quilts
What makes a happy quilter, also makes 
a happy quilt! The Servant Connection 
area was abuzz with cheerful workers 
threading needles, cutting fleece, and 
tying knots. As one shift of quilters  
finished tasks, the next round jumped 
into their seats to tie up loose ends.

Personal Care Kits
In less than one hour, volunteers as-
sembled and boxed 300 personal care 
kits from Gifts from the Heart for Do-

ernbecher Children’s Hospital in Port-
land. The hand-sewn fabric bags were 
decorated and then filled with toiletries 
donated by the Utah-Idaho District. 

Communication Station
The pen is a mighty encourager! 
Elaine Hull, Portage, Wisconsin, wrote 
a letter to missionaries Bob and Sue 
Pfeil in Kyrgyzstan at the Communi-
cation Station. “Our missionaries need 
to know how we support them with 
prayer,” she shared.

Beauty is a Family Affair
Polka dots and stripes, bold colors, 

and shiny glitter decorated the flow-
erpots, miniature birdhouses, and 
cross-topped chimes destined for the 44 
Bethesda homes and residences in the 
Portland area. Artists of all ages made 
their mark at the Beautification Station.

Latino Ministry
More than 100 people highlighted 
Spanish materials to be distributed 
through Lutheran Hour Outreach in 
Mexico. Pam Bridgehouse, president 
of Lutheran Latino Ministries, said, 
“This is really at the core of mission 
— getting God’s Word to people in the 
language of their hearts.”

Servant 
Connections 
participants  
tied quilts on 
Thursday to 
be distributed 
to homeless 
shelters in the 
Portland area.

Our Awesome God Reigns!
“Look to the Hills” opened  

Thursday night as LWML Presi-
dent Janice Wendorf led the procession 
and opened the 33rd Biennial Conven-
tion. Rev. Dr. Warren Schumacher, 
the Celebration Service proclaimer, 
spoke about God’s Reign and the rain 
garden on the rooftop of the Oregon 
Convention Center that captures nine 
acres of falling water. “God does rain 
on us abundantly, but here it is usually 

softly, slowly, and 
tenderly.” Before 
leading everyone in 
singing the doxol-
ogy, he said, “Turn 
your umbrella 
upside down and 
catch the blessings 
… open your hands 
to catch the blessings that flow down 
from the Gracious Creator.”

Rev. Dr. Schumacher
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Concordia Portland Tour
Concordia University Portland 
alums and friends are invited to 
tour the new library and to see the 
campus. Transportation will be 
provided along with a box lunch 
on Friday from 12:30–2 p.m. and 
Saturday from 7–8:30 a.m. Vans will 
leave promptly at 12:30 p.m. and 7 
a.m. and will return in time for the 
convention sessions. Please sign up 
at the Concordia University Port-
land booth in the exhibit hall.

LCMS Greetings
Greetings on behalf of the Staff 
and Board for District and Congre-
gational Services. It is our sincere 
prayer that God will richly bless 
your convention and that through 
your recommendations and actions 
that His kingdom will be blessed. 
Thank you for the very important 
ministry that LWML provides and 
has provided over the years. LWML 
is a significant ministry in the 
LCMS. Have a great convention!

Bill Cochran
Interim Executive Director, District  
and Congreagational Services, LCMS

Recordings of Presentations
Representatives of Manna Record-
ing & Duplication Inc. will again 
record and produce CDs of major 
presenters. Look for their booth in 
Pre-Function C near the Registration 
Area to order and take home your 
favorite speakers on CD. 

Feedback is Important
We need to hear from you about 
your convention experience. If you 
received a survey “bubble sheet” 
in your registration packet, you 
may complete it and leave it begin-
ning Saturday afternoon in the 
collection box by the door as you 
exit the assembly hall. Everyone 
can complete the survey online by 
going to www.lwml.org after the 
convention, clicking on Conventions 
on the left hand menu, and click-
ing the survey link. The username 
is ConventionGoer; the password 
is Portland2009. You’ll be able to 
answer the survey online or down-
load a form to complete and mail.

Don’t forget about today’s Noontime Gatherings. You may bring your box 
lunch or concession food with you to one of the sessions. There is no prior 

sign-up for these gatherings. When the room has filled to capacity, that session 
will be closed to additional attendees.

GATHERING ROOM LEADER(S)
ALASKAN CRUISE A–106 Laura Jeffrey & Lisa Groza

DISTRICT COUNSELORS B–111 Rev. Carl Gnewuch & Rev. Mike Mattil

FIRST TIMERS  Portland Ballroom   President Janice Wendorf

HEART TO  HEART SISTERS          A–107, A–108             Gospel Outreach Committee

MMV CONSULTANTS A–105 HOPE Committee

NEW SONG BIBLE STUDY B–110 Gretchen Jameson, CPH

NOW DISTRICT CHURCH WORKERS B–112 President Warren Schumacher

THRIVENT FINANCIAL SEMINAR E–141, E–142 Nancy Petrie

WOMAN TO WOMAN D–139, D–140 Phyllis Wallace

YWRs & ALUMS B–113 Leader Development Committee

Friday Noontime Gatherings

Heart to Heart Sisters Reach 100!
What do you get when you add 

up Oklahoma City + Tampa + 
Sioux Falls + Portland? One hundred 
Heart to Heart Sisters who have been 
an active part of LWML conventions! 
Wednesday evening found the new-
est group of sisters from around the 
nation joining as one in faith, meet 
each other, share their stories, and be 
welcomed by the LWML. 

“God brought you here as a gift to 
the LCMS and the LWML,” started 
Dr. Robert Scudieri, Associate Direc-
tor of LCMS World Mission National 
Mission Team, at Thursday morning’s 
gathering.  

When you see a Heart to Heart 
Sister, be sure to share a smile and a 
hug. “We relish your hugs!” declared 
Melissa Salomón, Gospel Outreach 

Committee Chairman. Look for their 
special globe-shaped and gold-and-
red heart cross pin … and hug away!

Two Heart to Heart Sisters bow their heads in prayer 
at a dinner Wednesday night.

Friday Box Lunch
Those who have pre-registered for 
meals may pick up the Friday Box 
Lunch at the Rose City Rendezvous 
Dining Room, located in the Portland 
Ballroom, on the upper level, between 
noon and 1:30 p.m. You may eat there 
or take your lunch with you.

Friday Dinner
Tonight’s three-course dinner will be 
served in the Rose City Rendezvous 
Dining Room, between 5 and 6:30 p.m. 
If you are dining with others, you 
must enter with your entire party. 
Seats cannot be saved.
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Two New Mustard Seeds!
Debuting here in Portland are two 
brand new sets of Mustard Seeds. 
Come by the Mustard Seeds Task Force 
booth to get a glimpse of “Living as 
a Woman in Mission” and “Comfort 
from the Psalms” before heading to the 
LWML Store to get your own copies. 

“Living as a Woman in Mission” 
Mustard Seeds are devotions written by 
everyday women, living everyday lives, 
and sharing Jesus every single day! 
You’ll find inspiration for your own 
walk with Jesus when you read their 
words of wisdom and encouragement.

“Comfort from the Psalms” Mus-
tard Seeds are devotions written to 
help each of us through difficult times 
by turning to God’s Word for us in the 
Psalms and drawing peace and com-
fort from them.
The Joy of Mission Giving
Take a trip around the globe at the 
Mission Advocacy and Grants exhibit. 
No suitcase necessary! Stop by for 
your itinerary and a hug. Check out 
the newest MAGs product, the Luther-
an Children in Mission Coloring Book 
(Catalog No. 15417) for 4- to 9-year-
old children. It’s a great companion to 
the Children’s Mite Box. Come and see 
a sample page at the exhibit.

Mission-Ministry Vision
What’s your Mission?
What’s your Ministry?
Do you have a Vision?
Is your LWML group…

facing new opportunities?  
wanting to engage more women 

in meaningful ministry?
finding it a challenge to answer 

these questions? 
Stop by the HOPE Committee 

exhibit to see how a Mission-Ministry 
Vision Consultant can help guide and 
support your Christ-centered ministry.

}

}

}

The Hilltop Proclaimer is published during the conven-
tion by the LWML Communication Department.  
Drop news items in The Hilltop Proclaimer box at the 
Information Booth in Pre-Function A by 3 p.m. each day.

Vice President of Communication ............. Sandy Hardies
Newspaper Editor ........................Rae Ann Spitzenberger
Quarterly Editor-in-Chief ..................... Nancy Graf Peters
Quarterly Staff .................Beth Foreman, Diane Gebhardt  
..................................................Lois Hudak, Carolyn Blum
Media & Marketing .........................Amy Gill, Nikki Tyrrell
Webmaster ................................................Wendy Greiner
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Climb That Mountain to Win!
Have you become a certified Moun-
tain Climber? Hopefully you’ve 
received your Mountain Climber 
Passport at Evergreen Park and are 
visiting all 11 LWML department 
booths. When you have all 11 spaces 
stamped, take your passport to the ex-
hibit hall hostess table near the doors 
to be entered in the daily drawing.

Sweet Treat from LWR
Stop by Lutheran World Relief’s 
booth to receive a free Divine Choco-
late bar! Divine Chocolate is featured 

in the LWR Chocolate Project, which 
provides vital income to cocoa farm-
ers in Ghana through the sale of Fair 
Trade Divine Chocolate. Every bar 
sold supports education for children, 
women’s participation in community 
leadership, and clean drinking water.

You can also sample Fair Trade cof-
fee and the many delicious flavors of 
Divine Chocolate, pick up a catalog to 
order more, and register to win a Fair 
Trade gift basket. LWR’s Fair Trade 
handcrafts will also be on display, plus 
the latest information about LWR’s 
quilting and kit-making ministry.

Look! Booth Winners!
All winners of exhibit drawings will be posted 
on the Message Board the morning after  
their names are drawn. Check it out each  
day to see if you’re a winner! Pick up your 
prize at the booth at which you registered.

LWML Pastoral 
Counselors Rev. 
Carl Gnewuch 
and Rev. 
Michael Mattil 
show off the fish 
they made at 
the Friends Into 
Serving Him® 
booth.

Fish Folding Fun at Teen Booth!

A Witnessing Welcome Mat
Welcome guests into your home 
and share your faith when you 
purchase the new LWML door mat. 
Available in the store, the 2x3 foot 
mat is embedded with “Serve the 
Lord with Gladness.” A larger 4x6 
foot mat ($135) would work well 
in a church or school entryway. See 
Corby in the store to place an order. 
You can also buy a tube for $1 to 
carry it home to save on shipping.

Have you folded your fish at the 
Friends Into Serving Him® booth? 

Come make fish and find out how you 
and your organization can lay plans to 
support the future of LWML. You can 
also sign up for a teen gift bag filled 
with teen products and treats!! 

she, me & He event
Teens and their mentors meet tonight 
in Room B-112 to explore “she, me & 
He.” Those who have replied to their 
invitations should plan to meet for 
the dinner and presentation from  
5 to 7 p.m. 
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Were you in Portland in ‘53?
All women who attended the Interna-
tional LWML convention held in Port-
land in 1953 please gather at the “photo 
op” exhibit, just inside the entrance to 
the Evergreen Park exhibit area, at 11:45 
a.m. on Friday for a special photo.

Honoring the 1953 ‘Alumnae’
Marlys Leder, of the Oregon District, 
is very talented with flowers — par-
ticularly making corsages. She has 
made the “recognition” corsages for the 
“alumnae” of the Portland 1953 conven-
tion, who are attending Portland 2009. 
She has donated her time and talent, as 
well as the silk flowers. Marlys deals 
with numerous physical challenges but 
is always willing to take on whatever 
task is asked of her. You will see her on 
her scooter, with her service dog, at the 
convention. The scooter was a gift from 
members of the Oregon District, who 
contributed toward its purchase.

Communion Elements Thanks
LWML gratefully acknowledges the 
gift of communion elements for Thurs-
day evening’s communion service. 
They were donated by the Oregon 
District LWML and Peace Lutheran 
Church, Filer, Idaho.

San Diego Bound?
Five cases of Spanish Bibles need a 
ride to San Diego. If you can help, 
please call Pam Bridgehouse at  
503-871-9795.

Prayer Requests
Have you seen the Rose Box at the 
Information Booth? Prayer Requests 
may be dropped off there or in the 
Prayer Chapel (A-109) using the form 
provided in your packet. If you prefer, 
pastors and lay people are available in 
the chapel to pray with you.

Begin the Day with CPH
Start the day Saturday with A New Song in your heart! Join Gretchen Jameson from 
Concordia Publishing House for a special time of prayer and study with your sisters 
in Christ in Room B-110 of the Oregon Convention Center from 6:45 to 7:45 a.m. 

Hannah Bart-Plange, president 
of the Women’s Fellowship of 

the Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
Ghana, has traveled a great distance 
from her home in Takoradi, Ghana, 
West Africa, to represent the women 
of the ELCG at this convention. 
In August 2008, a team of women 
from the Northern Illinois District 

led a women’s leadership retreat in 
Kumasi, Ghana, and participated in 
the convention of our ELCG sisters.  
With great pleasure we welcome 
Hannah to Portland. Please stop by 
the Northern Illinois District booth 
in Evergreen Park on Saturday from 
8 to 9:30 a.m. to meet and warmly 
greet her.

Meet Our Guest from Ghana!

Eleven of the 69 Young Woman Representatives at this convention pose after helping out in the Gifts from 
the Heart area. The YWRs have special programming throughout the convention.

Concert Passes Available
Non-registered guests may buy passes for 
just $10 each at the registration desk for 
Saturday evening’s Pride of Portland  
Chorus concert. The desk is open 7 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. Friday and 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Saturday. Cash and checks only.

Portland Raindrops
Who’s on First? Who’s on Second?
Jean Booen, Bertha, Minnesota, was 
the first 2009 Portland convention 
registrant, who registered in Janu-
ary. She and her friends arrived here 
via train. The second registrant was 
Willa Brinkmeyer (aka “Miss Mite 
Box” at the 2001 San Jose conven-
tion), North Platte, Nebraska.

Still Poking Around After All These Years
Irma Fuerstenau was at the Port-
land convention in 1953. As a 
24-year-old student, she poked her 
head into the convention hall to see 
what was going on. She may have 
been the first (unofficial) young 
woman rep!

Mother-Daughter Dynamic Duo
One of the 1953 Portland conven-
tion attendees from 56 years ago was 
Elnor Riess, mother of Convention 
Host Committee Chairman Julia Re-
iss (pictured above). At age 90, Elnor 
is here in Portland, but she chuckles 
that “for this convention, my only 
role is to assist Julia!”


