
God’s Plan — Exactly!

Hilltop Proclaimer
33rd Biennial LWML Convention  ~  Portland, Oregon             June 28, 2009  ~  Issue 4

The

President Janice Wendorf, the 16th 
president of the LWML, began 
her official report Saturday 

morning with “bossy” words about 
being in the Word daily. “Do you own 
one of our purple Today’s Light® Bibles? 
Use it to read through the entire Bible 
in two years’ time. If you begin now, 
you can read the entire Bible by our 
2011 convention in Peoria!” 

A servant leader, President Jan 
reflected, “The LWML continues to do 
well in this time of economic uncer-
tainty.“

President Jan shared personal joys 
including the arrival of two grandchil-
dren. Even though she was traveling 
all over the country, God had her ex-
actly where she needed to be to meet 
and hold these infant children of God.

“I believe He has set before me a  
vision to share that will intentionally  
allow the LWML to be a pulsating arm 
of The Lutheran Church—Missouri 
Synod and to be women who are spiri-
tually alive and serving others in the 
name of their Lord Jesus Christ.” 

President Jan recalled the three-part 
vision that has been the focus of the 
last biennium: In the Word, Of the 

Word, and Walking with The Lord. “I 
would like to expand upon this vision 
and enable each of you to make it your 
own.” She asked everyone to make a 
pledge by saying “I am” before each 
phrase on the bookmark that was 
distributed.

President Jan invited everyone to 
join her in the pledge, and then she 
closed with words for tomorrow: 
“Today is a new beginning, a day of 
personal commitment, a new day for 
LWML. In fact, this is exactly where 
we need to be!” 
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New Officers to Serve Host Committee: You Reign!

A standing ovation welcomed  
 LCMS President Dr. Gerald R. 

Kieschnick and First Lady Terry as 
they brought greetings to the con-
vention. Terry shared how the gift of 
socks she received two years ago in 
Sioux Falls has reminded her to Stop 
Observe Celebrate Kindred Sisters. 
“Hug the person next to you and say, 
‘I love you, kindred soul!’” President 
Kieschnick commended the LWML 
for the example it sets for the rest of 
Synod with a spirit of joy, hope, ca-
maraderie, passion for mission, and 
love for the Lord and His Church. “I 
count it a humble privilege to serve 
with you, my sisters and brothers.”

The view from the moun-
tain is glorious thanks 
to our Host Committee 
trail guides! Overflowing 
thanks to the Oregon, 
Washington-Alaska, and 
Utah-Idaho hosts for 
their hospitality here in 
Portland. As we return 
to our homes in the hills, 
valleys, mountains, and 
plains, we will forever 
remember the lessons 
learned and memories 
made along our journey.

LCMS President Gerald and Terry Kieschnick
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Booth Winners!
Winners are posted on the Message 
Board and at Lost and Found. Many 
unclaimed prizes will be mailed and 
the rest can be picked up at Lost and 
Found. See if you’ve won!

LWML Thanks CPH
The LWML gratefully acknowledges 
the gift of the Today’s Light® study 
guide that Concordia Publishing 
House provided to each convention 
attendee following President Jan’s 
address on Saturday morning.

Sunday’s Closing Worship
Expect to hear a new word (“alove”) 
coined by Rev. Carl Gnewuch in 
today’s sermon and also to see a 
different side of humorist Jan Struck. 
Dedication of Gifts from the Heart 
and the installation of newly elected 
LWML officers will follow.

What Do You Think? 
Your feedback is important! You 
may complete the magenta and 
white survey form if you received 
one in your convention packet and 
leave it in the box by the assembly 
hall door or you can do an online 
survey at www.lwml.org. Click on 
Conventions on the left hand menu, 
and then click on the survey link. 
The user name is ConventionGoer; 
the password is Portland2009 (note: 
no spaces). Answer online or down-
load a form to complete and mail.

Margaret Boucek, age 82 and a 
delegate from Pueblo West, 

Colorado, was an 
attendee at the 
1942 convention 
in Chicago where 
the LWML was 
first established. 
Although she was 
too young (age 15) 
to participate in the 
business sessions, 
her convention role 
was to sing with the Greater Chicago 
Lutheran Schools Choir. She has 
been active in the LWML ever since 
and loves to wear a purple cowboy 
hat to LWML events! President Jan 
introduced Margaret to the conven-
tion body on Saturday afternoon.

Pulling a slip of paper out of the 
fishbowl in the 1995 Kansas City 

convention’s prayer room, Carolyn 
Blum, South Wisconsin, looked at the 
name of the LWML sister for whom 
she would pray. “All I knew about Lois 
Ford was that she lived in Florida,” 
Carolyn said. “I kept her on my list for 
many years, praying that God would 
bless her with peace and joy.” 

Carolyn and Lois finally crossed 
paths years later when they attended 
their first LWML board meeting as 
district presidents. Since that time, each 
has lost her husband. “It is a comfort to 
have the support of LWML sisters who 
have shared the same experience.”

Bonnie White, first-timer and 
delegate from the Kansas District, 

was possibly the only attendee who 
arrived in Portland via motorcycle! 
Along with her husband, Rev. Don-
ald White, they traveled hundreds of 
miles through back roads of Wyoming 
and Montana on their Honda. “Pack-
ing light is essential. We can only take 
one small carry-on bag!”

As a thank you for their contri- 
 butions to the 2009 

Portland Convention, 
President Janice Wendorf 
presented honored guests 
and speakers with crosses 
hand-constructed by 
members of Hope Lu-
theran Church and School 
in Idaho Falls, Idaho, who 
are also employees of 
Falls Cabinet & Millwork 
Inc., owned by the family 
of Melody Rosenwinkel, Utah-Idaho 
District President.

Scott Thinnes did the layout; Mike 
Rosenwinkel did the 
center cutouts; and Dan 
Schofield was responsible 
for the staining and finish 
work. Larry and Melody 
Rosenwinkel donated the 
wood and labor costs. 
Dorothy Monson, a 
member of President 
Jan’s home congregation 
in Grafton, Wisconsin, 
did the lettering on the 

back of the crosses. “Thank you” to all 
those who crafted these beautiful gifts.

1942 Attendee!

Pack Light! Hop on the Bike!

Margaret Boucek

A Prayerful 
Connection

Special Thanks from President JanConvention Offerings
Offering 1: $38,106.90
Offering 2: $23,941.21
Offering 3: $27,842.29

Gifts from the Heart Tally
308 Health Kits
194 Art Kits
697 Packages of Socks (5-10 pair per pkg)
308 Teddy Bears
421 Packages of T-shirts (1-5 per pkg)
1,776 Miscellaneous Items

Saturday’s Attendance
Voting: 601
Non-voting: 2,709
Total: 3,310
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An “almost-real” mountain climbing  
 opportunity drove into Evergreen 

Park on Friday. The VBS Express, an 
Oregon-based semi-truck, is an out-
reach entertainment/attraction vehicle 
with an attached rock-climbing wall. 
It’s an effective method of drawing 
people to Christ-centered Vacation 
Bible School events. Visitors enjoyed 
their rock-climbing experience.
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News from the World Mission Field
“The LWML has a profound un-

derstanding of God’s mission 
to the world,” stated Rev. Dr. Thomas 
Zehnder, Executive Director of LCMS 
World Mission. “LWML women have 
hearts for missions to share the Gospel 
of Jesus ... God bless you as we work 
together for Jesus’ mission.”

Rev. Zehnder introduced two career 
missionaries, Michelle Hoeppner and 
Danelle Putnam, who then shared 
their mission work.

Michelle, Facilitator for Human 
Care in Asia, shared stories about 
three women in three different Asian 
countries: Cambodia, India, and 
China. “Through human care projects 
in limited access countries we open 
doors that would not otherwise be 
available and the Gospel is spread.” 

One government partner saw a 
mission worker get down on his knee 
and adjust the glasses of a child. “’In 

our culture a man would not do that,” 
he said. “This shows me the love you 
have for people.’”

Working in the Dominican Republic 
(DR), Danelle Putnam also focuses on 
human care, especially with the devel-
opmentally disabled. She explained that 
the DR is a small country — five Do-
minican Republics can fit in the state of 
Oregon — with much poverty. “Mini-

mum wage is $120 per month. Gas and 
milk cost $5 per gallon.” Danelle shared 
photos of the young men and women 
who are being trained to teach others. 
“It is our job to proclaim His Word.”

She shared a photo of the first 
vicars, Willy and Joseph. “Willy first 
learned about the Lutheran Church 
from the Luther film. God is good and 
always calls workers to the harvest.”

From left: Rev. Dr. Thomas Zehnder, Michelle Hoeppner, and Danelle Putnam.

Last Chance to See the Stage!
If you haven’t taken a close-up look 
at the convention stage, be sure you 
don’t miss it! Don’t forget to bring 
your camera.

Designed by Naomi Schilling 
and executed by Nancy Brune, the 
installation is an artistic progression 
of Jesus’ journey from a crown of 
thorns to a royal crown. Note that 
the dazzling jewels in the crown 
serve as a reminder that the Young 
Woman Representatives are “jewels 
in His crown.”

Ruby Begonia Glimpses Glory
Once again, Jan Struck had the 

crowd roaring with laughter as 
she stepped onto the stage as Ruby 
Begonia of the Sweet Home Oregon 
Begonias in search of Eldora Fleegle-
meyer. “Look under your seat to see if 
she’s crouching there!” Donning her 
LWML baseball cap and apron and 
dabbing her perspiration (“misting!”) 
with her floral hankie, Ruby shared 
her convention experiences.

Trying to understand the LWML, 

Ruby finally got the 
big picture Saturday. 
“I’m usually the 
triple-P person when 
it comes to mis-
sions: pew, pray, and 
pay!” But after she 
stumbled upon the 
Heart to Heart Sisters, 
whom she called the 
“mission mites in the flesh,” she under-
stood. “I’ve had a glimpse of glory!”

‘Ruby Begonia’

Rock Climbing Wall Visits Portland
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Director Carolyn Stucky reported 
that 45 children (majority aged 9 

to 12) participated in Camp Hood child 
care activities. Convention attendees 
had the opportunity to see the children 
during Saturday morning’s procession-
al. The children started off their time at 
convention with a pastor-given devo-
tional before beginning their mountain-
top-themed activities. A number of the 
Camp Hood participants were eager to 
reunite with “old” friends.

Taking ‘A Closer Look’
“A Closer Look” luncheons fea-

tured special time with special 
guests. Here are a few sound bites  
to ponder.

President and Mrs. Gerald Kieschnick 
“I dare our lay people, pastors, and 
commissioned ministers to reach 
out in mission to their communities 
— moving beyond ministry to one 
another,” said Dr. Gerald Kieschnick.

Terry Kieschnick said, “I love the 
women of our church; I love meeting 
Lutheran women, especially pastors’ 
wives. Go home and give your pas-
tor’s wife a hug.”

Heidi Floyd
Stuart Floyd, Heidi’s husband, re-
vealed that Noah’s name was chosen 
because of the “flood” called chemo 
and that Noah actually means “He 
will give us rest.”

Ruth Koch
Dr. Ruth Koch’s advice to a friend who 
wants to “make it better” for someone 
grieving was that only God can do 
that; you can only listen and hug and 
be there.

Missions
“We have been privileged to walk all 
over the world with the Gospel,” de-

clared Rev. Dr. Thomas Zehnder, head 
of LCMS World Mission. The Synod 
currently performs mission work in 88 
countries worldwide.

Many projects supported by LWML 
are proposed by World Mission; the 
new biennium’s project list includes 
about $550,000 of its projects. Dr. 
Zehnder thanked the LWML for its 
can-do spirit.

Danelle Putnam and Michelle Ho-
eppner, globally engaged missionaries, 
were invited to introduce themselves 
and answer questions about their 
work.

Mary Hilgendorf
Mary Hilgendorf told luncheon par-
ticipants to build relationships with 
older and younger women of their 
church. She said everyone is a leader 
and should share her song. “Even if 
you don’t think you are, everyone is a 
leader.”

Jan Struck
When asked if she relates to any of the 
convention characters she has created 
over the years (Nita, Aunt Jane, or 
Ruby), Jan replied, “There’s a little of 
me in all of them! I try to create believ-
able characters so women can relate to 
them in some way.”

See You in Peoria!
June 23–26, 2011, are the dates for the 
34th Biennial LWML Convention in Peoria, 
Illinois. Where is Peoria? As Ruby Begonia 
told us, “Just look to the hills and keep 
walking until you reach the cornfields!”

Early Saturday morning, 871 walkers and exer-
cisers were in motion for missions! When some 
walkers were asked how many times they had 
been around their park, they said they didn’t 
count; they were too busy talking!

When Dr. Mary Hilgendorf be-
gan her Deborah Bible study 

with “I don’t know about y’all,” we 
knew the Chester, Illinois, native 
was going to lead us to another 
well-researched rally cry of “You 
speak up; you have something to 
say.” As we heard about multi-
tasker Deborah in her position of 
influence, we saw that with her 
prophetic gift from God, Deborah 
served as a peacemaker. Dr. Hilgen-
dorf used Deborah to remind us to 
“Tell your story! Take it home!”

‘Tell Your Story! 
Take It Home!’

Mountaintop Experience at Camp Hood

Pride of Portland
The convention hall was packed for 
Saturday night’s top-notch perfor-
mance by the Pride of Portland. 
The 125-plus chorus entertained the 
crowd with a variety of songs that 
got everyone’s feet tapping.

President Jan’s New Blog!
Look for President Janice Wendorf’s first blog Monday morning! Go to www.lwml.org/blog/  

or click on “Blog” under News in the left-hand navigation bar of the homepage.


