
Convention-goers joined Ruth 
Koch, the keynote speaker, on 
a virtual hike up Mount Cam-

bio, the Mountain of Change. No one 
had to change shoes, sweat, or worry 
about falling off a steep cliff while 
Ruth encouraged “chicks” of all ages 
to consider the change in LWML’s 
future. 

Ruth specializes in conflict manage-
ment, grief education, and counseling 
for personal and family relations. She 
is the author of Prepare to Serve! and a 
contributor to A New Song: Planted by 
Streams of Water. 

“Women of the postmodern gen-
eration are not attracted to ‘women’s 
groups.’ They prize relationships that 
happen organically. They don’t want 
to get stuck in a system or become 
just another cog in an organizational 
wheel.” 

She illustrated the importance of 
trying something new to welcome all 
women. “Just love on them, and for 
heaven’s sake don’t ask them to join 
a women’s group.” She encouraged 

women to try new approaches which 
fit into today’s busy single woman’s 
schedule. “If your group is frozen in 
perfection, you are still frozen.”  

She spoke about embracing young 
adult women with a new kind of 
LWML hug: Loving – Welcome 
– Made possible by the Limitless love 
of God.

Virtual Hike to Change
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Keynote speaker Ruth Koch.

Naomi’s 
Pilgrimage

Bible Study leader Dr. Mary Hilgendorf.

Dr. Mary Hilgendorf referred to 
her background as a preacher’s 

child, growing up in the small town 
of Chester, Illinois, with “hills and 
hollers.” She challenged us to think 
about Naomi and how life has 
changed for women since her time 
… or has it? 

Mary encouraged us to look at 
Naomi’s story with new eyes and 
to take a young woman to coffee 
to connect. “It only takes a min-
ute, and Jesus becomes the center 
of the conversation.” The Bible 
study began and concluded with 
a Psalm 121 dialogue between the 
“Naomis” and the “Ruths” of the 
audience.

Salt Lake City,  
Utah, in 2017!

The Board of Directors has chosen Salt Lake 
City, Utah, as the site of the 37th Biennial 

LWML Convention in 2017.  Host districts are 
Utah-Idaho, Rocky Mountain, and Wyoming.

Different Takes — Each One a Beauty!
Give ‘em an inch, they’ll stitch a 

mile ... to create beautiful ban-
ners representing the convention 
theme. Kristine Wendorf, Presi-
dent Jan’s daughter-in-law, led the 
Friday morning banner procession, 
followed by district presidents, ac-
companied by their Young Woman 
Representatives. For a closer look at 
the artistry, view banners in Ever-
green Park Exhibit Hall. 

Our Mission Goal Climbs Higher!
Delegates chose a mission goal of $1,825,000 for the 2009–2011 biennium. This is an increase of 
$125,000 over the previous goal. Praise God for blessing the LWML with mission-minded women!
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LWML Sunday 2009
LWML Sunday 2009 features this year’s 
convention theme and logo “Look to 
the Hills ... God Reigns.” The Rev. Dr. 
Warren Schumacher is the author.

The first Sunday in October is the 
Celebration Sunday for LWML, but 
the materials can be used on any 
Sunday. The packets have been mailed 
to congregations and societies and can 
also be obtained at the LWML Store.

Order your LWML Sunday supplies 
after July 1 at 1-800-252-LWML.

Recordings of Presentations
Don’t forget that Manna Recording & 
Duplication Inc. is recording and pro-
ducing CDs of major presenters. Look 
for their booth in Pre-Function C near 
the Registration Area to order and take 
home your favorite speakers on CD. 

Your Opinion Counts
What did you like about the conven-
tion? What do you suggest for future 
conventions? If you received a ma-
genta and white survey form in your 
convention packet, you may complete 
and return the survey as you leave the 
convention, beginning this afternoon. 
Boxes will be available on each side of 
the doors as you exit the assembly hall. 
If you did not receive a form in your 
packet, visit www.lwml.org, click on 
Conventions on the left hand menu, and 
then click on the survey link. The user 
name is ConventionGoer; the password 
is Portland2009. You can answer the 
survey online or print and mail it.

Are You a Winner?
All winners of exhibit drawings are posted 
on the Message Board the morning after 
their names are drawn. Check it out each 
day to see if you’re a winner! Pick up your 
prize at the booth at which you registered.

Saturday’s Special Luncheons
Today’s “A Closer Look” Special Luncheons will be from 12 to 1:30 p.m. in 
the following locations:

LEADER(S) ROOM
A – HEIDI FLOYD E-141–E-143

B – DR. MARY HILGENDORF A-105–A-106

C – PRESIDENT JERRY & TERRY KIESCHNICK  B-113–B-116  

D – RUTH KOCH         E-145–E-146        

E – REV. DR. THOMAS ZEHNDER D-137–D-140

F – JAN STRUCK PORTLAND BALLROOM

G – PAST LWML DISTRICT PRESIDENTS E-147–E-148

Four Generations at Portland
Three generations of wom-

en, great grandmother 
Marie Herr (Bentonville, Ar-
kansas), grandmother Kathy 
Bayn (Logan, Utah), and 
mom Jenny Shine (Montrose, 
Colorado) attended the 2001 
San Jose Convention. In 2009, 
they became four generations, 
joined by three-month old 
Lily Shine, daughter of Jenny.

Puzzle Thanks
Sincere thanks go to the 50-plus  
societies who participated in making 
the puzzle pins included in your con-
vention tote. They made over 13,000 
pins! Thanks, ladies!

56th Reunion in Portland

These women attended the 1953 Portland convention and were welcomed onstage to receive recognition and 
hugs from President Jan. Back row: Irma Fuestenau, Arlene Heins, Grace Reich, Mary Helen Kelly, Willene Gerken, 
Naydine West. Front row: Jennie Gieschen, Roberta Potwin, Gwendolyn Garner, Janie Moody, Elnor Riess.
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The following mission grants were chosen for the 2009–11 biennium:
1. Defray the Cost of Shipping Quilts by Lutheran World Relief .................................. $80,000
2. Concordia Seminary, St. Louis Food Bank Relocation .............................................. $50,000
3. The Carpenter’s Hands – Youth Refurbish Homes in Florida ................................... $26,000
4. Psalm 69:14 Project – Emergency Disaster Aid in Texas, Oklahoma, & Louisiana .....$50,000
5. Digitize Classes for Specific Ministry Pastor Program – 
 Concordia Theological Seminary, Ft. Wayne ............................................................ $36,000
6.  10 Chapels, Transportation, and Pastoral Training in Tanzania ................................ $88,000
7.  Body and Soul Care for Children in India ................................................................. $50,000
8.  LCMS Prison Ministry Provides Devotional Materials .............................................. $50,000
9.  Lutheran Braille Workers Provide English Braille Bibles – Africa........................... $100,000
10.  Kyrgyzstan Locals Trained for Evangelism ............................................................. $100,000
11.  The Hope Center for Refugees and Immigrants – Ohio ........................................... $90,000
12.  Human Care and Pastoral Ministries Developed in Latvia and Lithuania ................ $87,500
13.  Mission Support to Disabled Children – Dominican Republic ................................. $50,000
14.  Native Leadership Scholarships for Students Enrolled  
 in Ethnic Immigrant Institute of Theology (EIIT) ................................................... $100,000
15.  Humanitarian Care Outreach in Kazakhstan ........................................................... $90,000
16.  International Student Ministry Provides Bibles and Christ-Oriented Resources ..... $30,000
17.  Earthquake Relief Aid and Church Plants in Peru .................................................. $100,000
18.  Light of Christ Chinese Lutheran Mission – St. Louis ............................................... $75,000
19.  Humanitarian Aid Opens Mission Field in North Korea ......................................... $87,482*

* partially funded

2009–11 Grants Selected

Inspired by Betty
Michele Shiels, member of LWML 
Canada, was so inspired by a presen-
tation of past LWML President Betty 
Duda at the Alberta-British Colum-
bia District Convention in 1990 that 
she came to the Portland convention 
to thank her. At the time, Michele 
was an aspiring public speaker and 
often thought of Betty’s influence on 
her. Betty said, “I’m humbled and 
flattered to have met Michele after 
all these years!”

Michele Shiels and Betty Duda.

Take Home a Rose Centerpiece 
Potted miniature roses on dining 
tables are for sale for $5 following 
Saturday’s dinner. Bring your rose to 
the exit doors and pay an attendant.

Mountain Climbers!
Have you become a certified Moun-
tain Climber? Hopefully you’ve 
received your Mountain Climber 
Passport at Evergreen Park and 
are visiting all 11 LWML depart-
ment booths. When you have all 11 
spaces stamped, take your passport 
to the exhibit hall hostess table near 
the doors to be entered in the daily 
drawing.

Inspiring Evening on Friday
The convention audience was cap-
tivated last night by Heidi Floyd 
and Lauren Randall. Heidi’s words 
brought laughter and tears as she 
shared stories of breast cancer strug-
gles and victories. As the Develop-
ment Ambassador for the Vera Bradley 
Foundation for Breast Cancer, Heidi 
works to raise awareness of breast 
cancer and to share her Christian faith. 
The audience was also inspired by 
Lauren’s lovely musical interludes.

NEW! LWML Turban
Beautiful purple with an LWML tag 
inside, this turban is the most popular 
style for chemo patients. Set includes a 
“Praying for You” card, envelope, gift 
bag, and tissue paper for $20. Check it 
out in the LWML Store!

Convention Bear — Woody!
 “Woody,” the 2009 Convention Bear, is 
the sixth in the series of LWML bears. 
Stop by the store and add him to your 
growing collection. He’s a warm gift 
for children and grandchildren. 

Thanks Y’all from  
the Southern District!
RAI Ministries, with volunteers and 
donors from all 35 LCMS districts, has 
been able to (so far) …

• Restore faith, home, and communi-
ty to the survivors of Hurricane Katrina 
in the name of Jesus for 2,700 families 
(with 2,500 more families on our list to 
help) and 4,000 recovery projects.

• Provide assistance to church and 
school workers in 40 churches and 12 
schools throughout the area.

Thanks again and God bless!
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Heart to Heart Sisters will partici-
pate in the procession 

of the flags with the 
Young Woman Represen-
tatives this morning! Did 
you know that the Heart 
to Heart Sisters, active 
in ministry here in the 
United States with LCMS 
ethnic ministries, were born in 16 dif-
ferent countries? Have you met at least 
one Heart to Heart Sister who was 
born in each of these countries: China, 
Eritrea, Ethiopia, Guatemala, India, 
Indonesia, Laos, Liberia, Mexico, Ni-

geria, Pakistan, Panama, Sierra Leone, 
South Korea, the United 
States, and Vietnam?

Introduce yourself, 
exchange stories, and 
exchange e-mails! Then, 

share a hug and a prayer.  
When you are back home, 

e-mail her, write to her, 
and nurture that friendship. Find out 
how you can lift her, her family, and 
her ministry up before the Lord. Her 
passion may become your passion, 
and who knows what together you 
will do for the Lord!    

Sisters from 16 Countries

They’re Porch  
Swing Friends!
Convention speakers Ruth Koch 

and Jan Struck (alias Ruby Bego-
nia) have been friends ever since they 
attended St. Peter’s Lutheran Church 
and School in Indianapolis. 

“I remember Ruth coming to my 
house and our sitting on the porch 
swing, talking, and giggling as young 
girls will do,” recalls Jan. “We now 
enjoy seeing each other as we speak at 
various Lutheran events.”

Jan Struck (here as Ruby Begonia) and keynote 
speaker  Ruth Koch are “just like this.”

Dina’s Music Moves the Crowd
Dina Vendetti knows what it 

takes to get women on their 
feet and singing praises. “We’re 
going to try something a little dar-
ing!” Racing between the organ 
and the keyboard, Dina is at home 
at an LWML convention. A former 
Young Woman Representatives, 
Dina also shared her passion and 
gift for music in Sioux Falls 2007.

“Who influenced you to 
become involved with the 

LWML?” queried President Janice 
Wendorf at the First Timers Lun-
cheon on Friday. 

“What will you do when you get 
home?” she asked. “It’s not enough 
to say ‘The LWML convention was 

wonderful.’ Since the main purpose 
of our life is to share what Jesus did 
for us through word and actions, I 
need you to influence another wom-
an to get involved with Lutheran 
Women in Mission. Be the ‘power of 
one’ to promote LWML, Bible study, 
and local mission involvement.”

In her remarks to the 69 Young 
Woman Representatives on Friday 

evening, President Janice Wendorf 
said that “God can live anywhere 
in the universe, and He chose your 
heart. He’s crazy about you!” 

Following her vision that each 
woman of the LCMS is in the Word, 

of the Word, and walking with  
the Lord, she presented each YWR  
with a copy of the purple LWML 
Today’s Light® Bible. “You are the 
LWML of tomorrow. In addition, 
you are dearly loved daughters of 
the King and that makes each of 
you a princess!”

In the “me, she & He” event last night, 
teens and their mentors gathered 

to study the story of Ruth and what 
she and Naomi 
taught them about 
mentoring. They 
were given brace-
lets with beads 
representing different characteristics of 
a mentoring relationship: commitment, 
trust, respect, faith, and service. The 
bracelets included a cross representing 
the “He” in the relationship and were 
connected with the beads of love.

Members of the Teen Task Force, 
led by Katy Gifford, together with 
Wendy Bacon and Doris Engstrom 
gave the presentation. If you would 
like a copy of the script, e-mail  
engstromdd@att.net.

me, she & He

®

YWRs Receive Special Bibles

First Timers Encouraged by President


