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Presidential Reflections
“I stand before you a changed woman, a woman who 
has grown through this experience, who has again 
and again learned to rely totally upon the Lord,” said 
President Janice Wendorf as she shared the highlights 
of her four years in office. During that time, President 
Jan spent 447 days and 346 nights away from home 
on LWML business. President Jan thanked her family, 
including her mother-in-law, Shirley Wendorf, for their 
support and continued prayers.
President Jan asked, “What changes have we seen 
in LWML these past four years?” – redesign of the 
website, expansion of the Heart to Heart program, 
introduction of the Face of the LWML, delivery of 
Mustard Seeds via email, our Facebook presence, a 
new look for the Lutheran Woman’s Quarterly and a 

significant increase in short-term mission trips. Yet, 
the core values of LWML have not changed: Mission 
Inspiration, Mission Education and Mission Service.
President Jan challenged LWML women to continue 
to be “in the Word, of the Word and walking with the 
Lord.” Encouraging the assembly not to be concerned 
with numbers, she said, “Let’s be concerned with 
fulfilling our mission statement and move ahead 
trusting the Lord.”
Before leading the singing of the final verse of “Luther-
an Women, One and All,” President Jan urged everyone 
to be encouragers and enablers for the women in our 
home congregations, to continue to support our shared 
mission goal through prayer and giving, and to share 
the joy we have as dearly loved children of God.” 

“Let’s be concerned with 
fulfilling our mission 
statement and move 

ahead trusting the Lord..”



Kay Kreklau 
Elected President
“What can I say but thank you for 
your love, your hugs, your compas-
sion and your confidence in me. I 
thank my family—I think they are 
ready to live on the edge! Just enjoy 
the rest of the day, and may the joy 
of the Lord go with all of you!”

Multi-talented President!
LCMS President Dr. Matthew Harrison greeted the LWML convention body by 
saying, “This has been a heavy year for me. I achieved a life-long dream to 
play banjo at the LWML convention!” Dr. Harrison introduced his wife, Kathy, 
and called out to his mother, a delegate from Iowa West, “Love you, Mom!”
Dr. Harrison discussed the current LCMS emphasis on “Mercy, Witness and 
Life Together,” explaining that these are three interwoven aspects of our 
Christian life and ministry. “The world is open,” he said. “We’ve got to be 
there – with your help!”

Newly Elected Officers
President-Kay Kreklau
Vice President of Special Focus Ministries-Pat Reichert
Vice President of Organizational Resources-Carolyn Blum
Treasurer-Lois Anderson
Pastoral Counselor-Rev. John Heckmann
Nominating Committee-  Beverly England, Chairman

Cheryl Petersen, Sheila Lutz 
Marge Bruning, Sally Krueger

In her keynote address, Deb Burma, acclaimed speaker and author, inspired and motivated 
convention attendees to live out the convention theme. 
 
LWML President Janice Wendorf reflected on her four years as president. She encouraged 
attendees to continue to be in the Word, of the Word, and walking with the Lord. She thanked 
the LWML for giving her the opportunity to serve as president.  
 
The 585 voting delegates elected Kay Kreklau of Drayton, North Dakota, as the 17th President of 
the LWML. Other officers elected to help lead the organization for four-year terms were: 

 
• Pat Reichert of Hartford, South Dakota, Vice President of Special Focus Ministries; 
• Carolyn Blum of Hartford, Wisconsin, Vice President of Organizational Resources; 
• Lois Anderson, Twin Falls, Idaho, Treasurer; 
• Rev. John Heckmann, Gatesville, Texas, Pastoral Counselor. 

 
Newly-elected members of the Nominating Committee are Beverly England of Tulsa, Oklahoma, 
who will serve as chairman; Cheryl Petersen of Elbow Lake, Minnesota; Sheila Lutz of Pekin, 
Illinois; Marge Bruning of Ashland, Virginia; and Sally Krueger of San Antonio, Texas. 
 
The convention also featured processions with banners from all 40 LWML districts and the flags 
from countries where the LCMS has missionaries; activities for children and youth; singing led 
by Lana Gibbons; a “Mission in Motion” pledge walk and exercise; inspiration from speaker 
Katie Stam, Miss America 2009; presentations by Lutheran missionaries and luncheon speakers; 
and a performance by Sibling Harmony. The closing service featured Dr. Joe Meyer, Senior 
Pastor of Redeemer Lutheran Church in Peoria, Illinois, as proclaimer. 
 
The Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML) is the official women’s auxiliary of The 
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. Since 1942, the LWML has focused on affirming each 
woman’s relationship with Christ, encouraging and equipping women to live out their Christian 
lives in active mission ministries and to support global missions. 
 
For more information about the convention or the LWML, visit the website www.lwml.org. 
 
To interview a local convention participant, contact ________________________________ 
(your name) at ______________________________ (your phone number.) 
 
 

Please remember LWML in your estate plan. 
  Our legal name is:  “Lutheran Women's Missionary League." 

 
LWML news releases are archived at www.lwml.org under News link. 
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2011-2013 Grants Selected!
The following mission grants were chosen for the 2011-2013 biennium:

1. Support for Lutheran Orphanages – Haiti  ............................................................... $70,000
2. Lutheran Braille Workers Plate Embossing Device  ................................................. $100,000
3.  Lutheran Bible Translators (LBT) Spread God’s Word 

Through Print and Audio .......................................................................................... $97,344
4. Outreach to At-Risk Children – Detroit, Michigan  ................................................... $55,000
5. Cancer Care Package Ministry  ................................................................................ $100,000
6. Crow Indian Ministry – Montana  ............................................................................ $69,999.64
7.  Exodus 2:6 Project: Spiritual Care in Disasters –   

Texas, Louisiana, Oklahoma ...................................................................................... $50,000
8. Children’s Nutrition and Care – Vietnam  ................................................................. $72,255
9. Grace Place for LCMS International Missionaries  ..................................................... $75,000
10. Pregnancy Center: Newborn Protection – Malaysia, Southeast Asia  .................... $54,500
11. The Lutheran Malaria Initiative – Kenya, East Africa  ........................................... $100,000
12.  Two Graduate Scholarships for International/Minority 

Students –Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, Missouri ................................................ $50,000
13. Project JOEL – Outreach to Youth – Central/South America  ................................. $75,000
14.  Children’s Developmental Disabilities Group Home 

and Rehabilitation Center – Dominican Republic  ............................................... $100,000
15. Missionary Family Care and Education  ................................................................ $100,000
16. Gospel Outreach Through Open Arms Child Care  ................................................... $65,000
17.  Haskell Indian Nations University Lutheran Campus 

Ministry Expansion – Lawrence, Kansas .............................................................. $100,000
18. Financial Support for LCMS Prison and Jail Ministry Conference  ........................... $27,500
19.  Physical and Spiritual Nourishment for the 

Impoverished – United States/Mexico Border (revised amt)...Partially funded at $27,970.36

Parade of Color
Heart to Heart Sisters dressed in gorgeous attire 
representing their respective heritage added 
to the colorful Mission Flag procession led by 
Kristine Wendorf, daughter-in-law of President 
Wendorf. YWRs also participated, carrying flags 
from 38 countries representing the 89 countries 
around the world where LWML has funded mis-
sion projects. Bringing up the rear were the Camp 
BWJ kids and their childcare workers.
PRAISE GOD FOR GENEROUS GIVING!
Convention offering #2: $36,999.27 
Convention offering #3: $31,906.50 
Mission in Motion Pledges: $52,466.90

GIFTS FROM THE HEART TOTALS
2,587 quilts, 2,382 towel sets, 2,795 underwear 
sets, 5,587 kits for men, women & children, 
3,875 miscellaneous items, 13,205 Arch books
Thank you for helping LWML share 
30,431 Gifts from the Heart!

Kristine Stout, handbell soloist at the 
convention opening worship service, 
played seven original handbell ar-
rangements at her Saturday luncheon. 
Kristine seems to blend musicianship 
with ballet as she tours the country 
using 37 bells in a 3-octave range.
When Phyllis Wallace’s luncheon was 
about to begin, the convention center’s 
sound system inexplicably piped in the 

sound of handbell soloist Kristine Stout performing in an adjacent 
room. Demonstrating her incredible gift of handling whatever hap-
pens, Phyllis pretended to play the handbells. Soon the audience 
rose to their feet and began to wave, dance and laugh. They were 
living on the edge! 
Because missionaries live on the edge every day, LCMS missionaries 
Andrea and Rev. Todd & Kim Roeske stressed the importance of 
prayer support. Andrea spoke of the spiritual darkness in the area 
where she works, but also said, “If you are in a very dark place, you 
can see even a flicker of light from the distance.” Rev. Roeske added, 

“Satan would like us to afraid, but we know the safest place for us to 
be is in God’s will.”

“How do we discover our called life? Do we have the courage to live 
it out?” asked Dr. Kurt Senske, author, speaker and CEO of Lutheran 
Social Services of the South. Sharing strategies from his newest book, 
The Calling: Live a Life of Significance, he said, “Like Elijah, if we are 
intentional in our quest, we will hear God’s gentle whisper.”
In this politically correct world, we are not supposed to speak the 
truth about Jesus as our Savior if it offends or makes others uncom-
fortable. But Dr. Ken Klaus reminded the audience, “You have the 
right to share your faith. And of even greater importance is this: you 
don’t want to get in the way of the Holy Spirit!”
LWML women can “Equip, Encourage and Excite—Women on the 
Edge,” declared Deb Burma. And though LWML women are diverse, 

“The mite box unites us all no matter how we serve.”
Now that’s a big mite box! Mrs. Kathy Harrison, wife of LCMS Presi-
dent Dr. Matthew Harrison, explained that her mother always had 
a big mite box, because mites do big things! Besides meeting Kathy, 
luncheon attendees were introduced to other members of the Harri-
son family and had the opportunity to ask questions of Dr. Harrison.

Saturday Luncheons Inspire!

NEWS RELEASE:  
Contact:  Edie Norris, Public Relations Director  LWML Office 
  Lutheran Women’s Missionary League  PO Box 411993 
  (253) 973-1498     St. Louis, MO 63141-1993 
  edielwml@gmail.com    (800) 252-LWML (5965) 
        www.lwml.org   
June 26, 2011 
 
Yes, LWML Does Play In Peoria 
 
PEORIA, IL — Delegates to the 34th Biennial Convention of the Lutheran 
Women’s Missionary League (LWML) convened in Peoria, Illinois, from 
June 23 to 26, 2011. More than 4,600 Lutheran Women in Mission from 
across the nation gathered to conduct business, renew friendships, and rally 
around God’s Word. The LWML is the official women’s auxiliary of The 
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS), the second-largest Lutheran 
denomination in North America. 
 
The theme of the convention was “Being with Jesus – Living on the Edge” based on the Scripture 
passage: And they realized they had been with Jesus. “For we cannot but speak the things which we 
have seen and heard” (Acts 4:13b & 20 NKJV). The organization adopted a mission goal of $1.825 
million for the 2011-2013 biennium. The funds raised over the next two years by the organization’s 
250,000 members nationwide will be used to support the following mission grants: 
 
1. Support for Lutheran Orphanages – Haiti $70,000 
2. Lutheran Braille Workers Plate Embossing Device $100,000 
3. Lutheran Bible Translators (LBT) Spread God’s Word Through Print and Audio $97,344 
4. Outreach to At-Risk Children – Detroit, Michigan $55,000 
5. Cancer Care Package Ministry $100,000 
6. Crow Indian Ministry – Montana $69,999.64 
7. Exodus 2:6 Project: Spiritual Care in Disasters – Texas, Louisiana, Oklahoma $50,000 
8. Children’s Nutrition and Care – Vietnam $72,255 
9. Grace Place for LCMS International Missionaries $75,000 
10. Pregnancy Center: Newborn Protection – Malaysia, Southeast Asia $54,500 
11. The Lutheran Malaria Initiative – Kenya, East Africa $100,000 
12. Two Graduate Scholarships for International/Minority 
Students –Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, Missouri $50,000 
13. Project JOEL – Outreach to Youth – Central/South America $75,000 
14. Children’s Developmental Disabilities Group Home and Rehabilitation Center – Dominican 
Republic $100,000 
15. Missionary Family Care and Education $100,000 
16. Gospel Outreach Through Open Arms Child Care $65,000 
17. Haskell Indian Nations University Lutheran Campus Ministry Expansion – Lawrence, 
Kansas $100,000 
18. Financial Support for LCMS Prison and Jail Ministry Conference $27,500 
19. Physical and Spiritual Nourishment for the Impoverished – United States/Mexico Border 
Partially funded at $28,470.36 
 
Dr. Ken R. Klaus was the designer and proclaimer for the Thursday evening worship service.  
Bible study leader Dr. Reed Lessing, Associate Professor and Director of the Graduate School at 
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, shared insights from Scripture with convention participants.  
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 ADMITONE Straight from the Shower
Humorous Interrupter Heidi Floyd provided a lighter look at the convention theme. Dressed in a white 
bathrobe, she said she had been praying in the shower and was reminded that God sometimes 
pushes us off the edge, but He is there with us, along with our sisters in Christ. “Come on, ladies,” 
Heidi invited. “Let’s jump in where we are needed.” Later, concerned about our stress level after all 
the amendments to the amendments during the business session, Heidi spoke to God about how we 
could be less stressed. “I’ve heard Yoga balls help,” she said. But God replied, “Heidi, prayer!”

Mission in Action!
JEFF JOHNSON
As Executive Director of Building Hope in the City, an independent urban mission organization, Rev. 
Jeff Johnson, who also serves at Trinity Lutheran in Cleveland, works with refugees and immigrants, 
reaching into neighborhoods with mentoring, volunteer and leadership development as well as 
bringing physical and spiritual hope. He talked about Desiré, an abused, broken boy who was born 
and raised in a refugee camp. When Desiré arrived at “Hope Camp,” he learned that Jesus heals the 
broken. Rev. Johnson thanked the LWML for the mission grant that helped support this ministry.

PAUL MILLER
At Unity Lutheran Christian Elementary School in East St. Louis, the main objective is always that the 
children learn about Jesus. Principal Paul Miller said the school began with just a kindergarten and 
now also includes grades 1-8. It is the fastest growing parochial school in the Southern Illinois District. 
Shamaurie, a little boy in the original kindergarten class, will enter eighth grade in the fall. During his 
years at the school, Shamaurie has experienced several personal tragedies, but he also experienced the 
joy of being baptized into God’s family.

REV. TODD AND KIM ROESKE
Rev. Todd Roeske and his wife Kim greeted the LWML with thanksgiving for partnering with them while 
they served in the Philippines with the Tagakaulo people. “An LWML grant provided solar panels that 
powered electricity for our home.” Additionally, a $75,000 mite grant allowed the Roeskes to return to 
the Philippines to finish pastoral training after they were evacuated. Expressing appreciation for the 
countless prayers, cards, letters, financial support and love they have received, they concluded: “We 
could not have done it without you!”

ANDREA
Andrea shared about her experiences in mission—both the challenges and joys that accompany this 
step of faith. Andrea expressed her deep desire that people living in darkness will come to the light of 
Christ and join us around His throne for all eternity.

DR. DAVID BIRNER
“The impact LCMS World Mission has had during the past 70 years has, in large part, been brought 
about by the LWML,” affirmed Dr. David Birner, Associate Executive Director of LCMS World Mission. 
He cited LWML mission grants that supported outreach to cities in Kazakhstan, training for pastors 
in Kyrgyzstan, assistance for abused women in Latvia and Lithuania, hands of mercy in Peru, and 
even roofs for chapels in Tanzania. Pilju Kim Joo, who is supported by funds from an LWML grant, 
was cited in Newsweek as one of “150 Women Who Shake the World” for supplying food to those in 
need in North Korea. Dr. Birner also made the exciting announcement that approval has just been 
received to open Concordia Lutheran School in Hanoi, Vietnam.

A Beautiful Witness
The lovely Katie Stam, Miss America 2009, stepped 
on stage Friday night for an inspirational evening of 
stories, songs and a few tears. 

“Am I as close to the edge as I should be?” Katie asked. 
Katie spoke of being so moved by Thursday’s open-
ing service and message that she returned to her 
hotel room and completely revamped her presenta-
tion. “Never have I been more convicted.” Katie spoke 
transparently about a missed opportunity to share her 
faith. “I simply froze,” she said as she wiped away tears. 

“Maybe I could have just planted a seed, but I didn’t 
do it.” Then she recounted the story of God calling 
Jeremiah to be a witness and assuring him, “Behold, I 
have put words in your mouth” (Jer. 1:9). Katie 

reminded herself and the audience, “Trust that He 
has already put the words in your mouth.”
Katie told about growing up in a farming family with 
strong Christian roots. She shared her three-year-old 
dream of becoming Miss America. “Then it was all 
about the sparkling tiara,” she said. But her experi-
ences during her year as Miss America taught her 
much. She was surprised that her greatest growth 
was in faith and a conviction to live for Jesus.
 The evening was topped off with four musical 
selections including “Be Thou My Vision,” the song 
she walked down the aisle to at her wedding last 
year, and “I’ve Just Seen Jesus,” a special request 
by the LWML Executive Committee, originally per-
formed by Katie’s friend and mentor, Sandi Patty.

Thank you for being with Jesus–living on the edge! Remember to share with others 
“where you’ve been” and your assurance of where you are going!

Post-Convention Survey
We want to hear your thoughts about the convention. 
A post-convention survey may be completed online, 

or you may print it and submit it via regular mail. 
Go to www.lwml.org/conventions/surveys/

The user name is convention and the password is
Peoria2011 (no space). Please make your voice heard!

Mark your calendars for the 
35th Biennial LWML Convention in 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania June 27-30, 2013!

Sibling Harmony 
Enlivens Audience
The creative trio, Sibling Harmony, connected 
with Saturday night’s audience as they per-
formed traditional, contemporary and original 
compositions with their drums, guitars, vocal 
harmonies and multi-media. The evening 
opened as Kim, Kurtis and Kevin Bueltmann 
invited the audience to join in “Chief of Sin-
ners” and “Christ Be My Leader.” They filled 
the arena with so much energy that even tired 
convention attendees got up off their feet and 
joined in the high fives!

SALE! Those darling aprons and vests that have identified our Host 
Committee members will be available for purchase at the 
close of the convention for $10 each in the Triangle Lobby.

Rev. Jeff Johnson

Rev. Todd and Kim Roeske

Dr. David Birner



Servants of God

Living on the Edge!

Our once timid tootsies become bold 
and courageous! —Deb Burma

You don’t 
mess with 
the LWML ! 
—Dr. Ken KlausJesus is all about life; there is 

nothing dead about our Jesus! 
  —Rev. Dr. Reed Lessing

Come on ladies, let’s jump in! 
             —Heidi F loyd

Am I as close to the edge as I should be? 
             —Katie Stam
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“I stand before you a changed woman, a woman who 
has grown through this experience, who has again 
and again learned to rely totally upon the Lord,” said 
President Janice Wendorf as she shared the highlights 
of her four years in office. During that time, President 
Jan spent 447 days and 346 nights away from home 
on LWML business. President Jan thanked her family, 
including her mother-in-law, Shirley Wendorf, for their 
support and continued prayers.
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in LWML these past four years?” – redesign of the 
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introduction of the Face of the LWML, delivery of 
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significant increase in short-term mission trips. Yet, 
the core values of LWML have not changed: Mission 
Inspiration, Mission Education and Mission Service.
President Jan challenged LWML women to continue 
to be “in the Word, of the Word and walking with the 
Lord.” Encouraging the assembly not to be concerned 
with numbers, she said, “Let’s be concerned with 
fulfilling our mission statement and move ahead 
trusting the Lord.”
Before leading the singing of the final verse of “Luther-
an Women, One and All,” President Jan urged everyone 
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mission goal through prayer and giving, and to share 
the joy we have as dearly loved children of God.” 
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Kay Kreklau 
Elected President
“What can I say but thank you for 
your love, your hugs, your compas-
sion and your confidence in me. I 
thank my family—I think they are 
ready to live on the edge! Just enjoy 
the rest of the day, and may the joy 
of the Lord go with all of you!”

Multi-talented President!
LCMS President Dr. Matthew Harrison greeted the LWML convention body by 
saying, “This has been a heavy year for me. I achieved a life-long dream to 
play banjo at the LWML convention!” Dr. Harrison introduced his wife, Kathy, 
and called out to his mother, a delegate from Iowa West, “Love you, Mom!”
Dr. Harrison discussed the current LCMS emphasis on “Mercy, Witness and 
Life Together,” explaining that these are three interwoven aspects of our 
Christian life and ministry. “The world is open,” he said. “We’ve got to be 
there – with your help!”
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Vice President of Special Focus Ministries-Pat Reichert
Vice President of Organizational Resources-Carolyn Blum
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Pastoral Counselor-Rev. John Heckmann
Nominating Committee-  Beverly England, Chairman

Cheryl Petersen, Sheila Lutz 
Marge Bruning, Sally Krueger
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the LWML. Other officers elected to help lead the organization for four-year terms were: 

 
• Pat Reichert of Hartford, South Dakota, Vice President of Special Focus Ministries; 
• Carolyn Blum of Hartford, Wisconsin, Vice President of Organizational Resources; 
• Lois Anderson, Twin Falls, Idaho, Treasurer; 
• Rev. John Heckmann, Gatesville, Texas, Pastoral Counselor. 

 
Newly-elected members of the Nominating Committee are Beverly England of Tulsa, Oklahoma, 
who will serve as chairman; Cheryl Petersen of Elbow Lake, Minnesota; Sheila Lutz of Pekin, 
Illinois; Marge Bruning of Ashland, Virginia; and Sally Krueger of San Antonio, Texas. 
 
The convention also featured processions with banners from all 40 LWML districts and the flags 
from countries where the LCMS has missionaries; activities for children and youth; singing led 
by Lana Gibbons; a “Mission in Motion” pledge walk and exercise; inspiration from speaker 
Katie Stam, Miss America 2009; presentations by Lutheran missionaries and luncheon speakers; 
and a performance by Sibling Harmony. The closing service featured Dr. Joe Meyer, Senior 
Pastor of Redeemer Lutheran Church in Peoria, Illinois, as proclaimer. 
 
The Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML) is the official women’s auxiliary of The 
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. Since 1942, the LWML has focused on affirming each 
woman’s relationship with Christ, encouraging and equipping women to live out their Christian 
lives in active mission ministries and to support global missions. 
 
For more information about the convention or the LWML, visit the website www.lwml.org. 
 
To interview a local convention participant, contact ________________________________ 
(your name) at ______________________________ (your phone number.) 
 
 

Please remember LWML in your estate plan. 
  Our legal name is:  “Lutheran Women's Missionary League." 

 
LWML news releases are archived at www.lwml.org under News link. 
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2011-2013 Grants Selected!
The following mission grants were chosen for the 2011-2013 biennium:

1. Support for Lutheran Orphanages – Haiti  ............................................................... $70,000
2. Lutheran Braille Workers Plate Embossing Device  ................................................. $100,000
3.  Lutheran Bible Translators (LBT) Spread God’s Word 

Through Print and Audio .......................................................................................... $97,344
4. Outreach to At-Risk Children – Detroit, Michigan  ................................................... $55,000
5. Cancer Care Package Ministry  ................................................................................ $100,000
6. Crow Indian Ministry – Montana  ............................................................................ $69,999.64
7.  Exodus 2:6 Project: Spiritual Care in Disasters –   

Texas, Louisiana, Oklahoma ...................................................................................... $50,000
8. Children’s Nutrition and Care – Vietnam  ................................................................. $72,255
9. Grace Place for LCMS International Missionaries  ..................................................... $75,000
10. Pregnancy Center: Newborn Protection – Malaysia, Southeast Asia  .................... $54,500
11. The Lutheran Malaria Initiative – Kenya, East Africa  ........................................... $100,000
12.  Two Graduate Scholarships for International/Minority 

Students –Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, Missouri ................................................ $50,000
13. Project JOEL – Outreach to Youth – Central/South America  ................................. $75,000
14.  Children’s Developmental Disabilities Group Home 

and Rehabilitation Center – Dominican Republic  ............................................... $100,000
15. Missionary Family Care and Education  ................................................................ $100,000
16. Gospel Outreach Through Open Arms Child Care  ................................................... $65,000
17.  Haskell Indian Nations University Lutheran Campus 

Ministry Expansion – Lawrence, Kansas .............................................................. $100,000
18. Financial Support for LCMS Prison and Jail Ministry Conference  ........................... $27,500
19.  Physical and Spiritual Nourishment for the 

Impoverished – United States/Mexico Border .........................Partially funded at $28,470.36

Parade of Color
Heart to Heart Sisters dressed in gorgeous attire 
representing their respective heritage added 
to the colorful Mission Flag procession led by 
Kristine Wendorf, daughter-in-law of President 
Wendorf. YWRs also participated, carrying flags 
from 38 countries representing the 89 countries 
around the world where LWML has funded mis-
sion projects. Bringing up the rear were the Camp 
BWJ kids and their childcare workers.
PRAISE GOD FOR GENEROUS GIVING!
Convention offering #2: $36,999.27 
Convention offering #3: $31,906.50 
Mission in Motion Pledges: $52,466.90

GIFTS FROM THE HEART TOTALS
2,587 quilts, 2,382 towel sets, 2,795 underwear 
sets, 5,587 kits for men, women & children, 
3,875 miscellaneous items, 13,205 Arch books
Thank you for helping LWML share 
30,431 Gifts from the Heart!

Kristine Stout, handbell soloist at the 
convention opening worship service, 
played seven original handbell ar-
rangements at her Saturday luncheon. 
Kristine seems to blend musicianship 
with ballet as she tours the country 
using 37 bells in a 3-octave range.
When Phyllis Wallace’s luncheon was 
about to begin, the convention center’s 
sound system inexplicably piped in the 

sound of handbell soloist Kristine Stout performing in an adjacent 
room. Demonstrating her incredible gift of handling whatever hap-
pens, Phyllis pretended to play the handbells. Soon the audience 
rose to their feet and began to wave, dance and laugh. They were 
living on the edge! 
Because missionaries live on the edge every day, LCMS missionaries 
Andrea and Rev. Todd & Kim Roeske stressed the importance of 
prayer support. Andrea spoke of the spiritual darkness in the area 
where she works, but also said, “If you are in a very dark place, you 
can see even a flicker of light from the distance.” Rev. Roeske added, 

“Satan would like us to afraid, but we know the safest place for us to 
be is in God’s will.”

“How do we discover our called life? Do we have the courage to live 
it out?” asked Dr. Kurt Senske, author, speaker and CEO of Lutheran 
Social Services of the South. Sharing strategies from his newest book, 
The Calling: Live a Life of Significance, he said, “Like Elijah, if we are 
intentional in our quest, we will hear God’s gentle whisper.”
In this politically correct world, we are not supposed to speak the 
truth about Jesus as our Savior if it offends or makes others uncom-
fortable. But Dr. Ken Klaus reminded the audience, “You have the 
right to share your faith. And of even greater importance is this: you 
don’t want to get in the way of the Holy Spirit!”
LWML women can “Equip, Encourage and Excite—Women on the 
Edge,” declared Deb Burma. And though LWML women are diverse, 

“The mite box unites us all no matter how we serve.”
Now that’s a big mite box! Mrs. Kathy Harrison, wife of LCMS Presi-
dent Dr. Matthew Harrison, explained that her mother always had 
a big mite box, because mites do big things! Besides meeting Kathy, 
luncheon attendees were introduced to other members of the Harri-
son family and had the opportunity to ask questions of Dr. Harrison.

Saturday Luncheons Inspire!
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Contact:  Edie Norris, Public Relations Director  LWML Office 
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  (253) 973-1498     St. Louis, MO 63141-1993 
  edielwml@gmail.com    (800) 252-LWML (5965) 
        www.lwml.org   
June 26, 2011 
 
Yes, LWML Does Play In Peoria 
 
PEORIA, IL — Delegates to the 34th Biennial Convention of the Lutheran 
Women’s Missionary League (LWML) convened in Peoria, Illinois, from 
June 23 to 26, 2011. More than 4,600 Lutheran Women in Mission from 
across the nation gathered to conduct business, renew friendships, and rally 
around God’s Word. The LWML is the official women’s auxiliary of The 
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS), the second-largest Lutheran 
denomination in North America. 
 
The theme of the convention was “Being with Jesus – Living on the Edge” based on the Scripture 
passage: And they realized they had been with Jesus. “For we cannot but speak the things which we 
have seen and heard” (Acts 4:13b & 20 NKJV). The organization adopted a mission goal of $1.825 
million for the 2011-2013 biennium. The funds raised over the next two years by the organization’s 
250,000 members nationwide will be used to support the following mission grants: 
 
1. Support for Lutheran Orphanages – Haiti $70,000 
2. Lutheran Braille Workers Plate Embossing Device $100,000 
3. Lutheran Bible Translators (LBT) Spread God’s Word Through Print and Audio $97,344 
4. Outreach to At-Risk Children – Detroit, Michigan $55,000 
5. Cancer Care Package Ministry $100,000 
6. Crow Indian Ministry – Montana $69,999.64 
7. Exodus 2:6 Project: Spiritual Care in Disasters – Texas, Louisiana, Oklahoma $50,000 
8. Children’s Nutrition and Care – Vietnam $72,255 
9. Grace Place for LCMS International Missionaries $75,000 
10. Pregnancy Center: Newborn Protection – Malaysia, Southeast Asia $54,500 
11. The Lutheran Malaria Initiative – Kenya, East Africa $100,000 
12. Two Graduate Scholarships for International/Minority 
Students –Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, Missouri $50,000 
13. Project JOEL – Outreach to Youth – Central/South America $75,000 
14. Children’s Developmental Disabilities Group Home and Rehabilitation Center – Dominican 
Republic $100,000 
15. Missionary Family Care and Education $100,000 
16. Gospel Outreach Through Open Arms Child Care $65,000 
17. Haskell Indian Nations University Lutheran Campus Ministry Expansion – Lawrence, 
Kansas $100,000 
18. Financial Support for LCMS Prison and Jail Ministry Conference $27,500 
19. Physical and Spiritual Nourishment for the Impoverished – United States/Mexico Border 
Partially funded at $28,470.36 
 
Dr. Ken R. Klaus was the designer and proclaimer for the Thursday evening worship service.  
Bible study leader Dr. Reed Lessing, Associate Professor and Director of the Graduate School at 
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, shared insights from Scripture with convention participants.  
 




