
Pray for the pastors trained at the  
Lutheran Theological Seminary in Russia, 
who will bring the Word and Sacraments 

to the people of this country.

Prayer #1
Heavenly Father, You are our hope and salvation. 
You have called workers to serve in Your harvest 
fields. The seminary in Novosibirsk is preparing 
these workers to take the true Word to the people 
of Russia. Grant that these mite offerings may 
enable the seminary to continue its operations as 
additional long-term funding is sought.  In Jesus’ 
precious name, Amen.

Prayer #2
Lord Jesus, You are our help and our Redeemer. 
We implore You to bless our giving, that our mite 
offerings will be plentiful, to provide operating 
funds for the seminary as it prepares workers to 
serve You and Your church in Russia. In Your name 
we pray. Amen.

Prayer #3
Lord Jesus, bless the mite offerings we give in 
support of Your work throughout the world. Bless 
the work of the seminary in Novosibirsk as it 
prepares workers to bring Your Word to the people 
of Russia. Further, bless the efforts of the Siberian 
Lutheran Mission in raising funds to provide for 
the long-term expenses of the seminary. In Jesus’ 
precious name, Amen.

Prayer #4
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, You are the only hope 
of mankind. Graciously grant our petition that this 
grant be fully funded. As Jesus told His disciples in 
Luke 10:2, “The harvest is plentiful, but the labor-
ers are few. Therefore, pray earnestly to the Lord of 
the harvest to send out laborers into His harvest.” 
Bless the efforts of the seminary in Novosibirsk as 
they prepare workers for Your harvest fields.  In 
Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.
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Prior to the 1917 Russian revolution, the Lutheran Church was the second largest 
group of Christians living in Russia — the first Lutherans having arrived there 
shortly after the Protestant Reformation. Atheistic communists were especially 
brutal to Lutherans, killing or imprisoning virtually all of the church’s pastors 
and destroying or confiscating Lutheran churches. 
Today the Lutheran Church is making a comeback. Nowhere is that more  
apparent than in eastern Russia, in Siberia, where many Lutherans were deported 
in the communist purges of the 1920’s and 1930’s. Through the efforts of the  
Siberian Evangelical Lutheran Church, which is in full altar and pulpit fellow-
ship with the LCMS, and through the pastoral training provided by the Lutheran 
Theological Seminary in Novosibirsk, Siberia, the Word and Sacraments are 
again making their way to the long-repressed Russian people.
While the academic training at the Novosibirsk seminary is second to none, the 
seminary’s ability to survive financially is at risk. Because of changing financial 
circumstances within the seminary’s largest supporting organization, the U.S. 
foundation has reduced its contribution to the seminary’s operations. If the  
seminary were to close, it could take years, if ever, for it to reopen, given the  
politics in Russia. It is difficult to know what impact the closing of the  
Novosibirsk seminary would have on the future of the Lutheran Church  
in Russia.
The Novosibirsk seminary’s goal is to prepare workers to spread the true Word  
of God to the Russian people. To do so, pastors must be well educated and  
prepared to provide intelligent, compassionate pastoral care to everyone. The 
grant will help keep the seminary in operation for the next two years, as the  
Siberian Lutheran Mission, an LCMS Recognized Service Organization (RSO), 
continues its “Save the Seminary Campaign” to raise funds to endow the  
seminary’s operations long-term. 
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