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‘Focus on missions’
In her report to the convention, 

President Kay Kreklau opened with 
thanks for all the prayers, cards,  

memorials, and prayer shawls which 
were showered upon her after her hus-
band Mark went to his eternal home.

Reflecting on the past biennium, 
she talked about the new technology, 
resources, Bible studies, and more. 
She shared the blessings of visiting 
two mission grant locations — the  
Dominican Republic and Haskell  
Indian Nations University.

Turning her focus on the next 
biennium, President Kay encouraged 
women to “focus on missions, not 
meetings.”

“God has brought you to this con-
vention, and when you go home you 
have a responsibility to plant seeds and 
to share the joy. You have the respon-
sibility to encourage mite offerings 

and share mission stories so that God’s 
Word will continue to be proclaimed.”

She reminded women of the 2013–
2015 primary targets: nurturing faith in 
Christ, making our mission meaning-
ful, and sharing encouragement. “By 
God’s grace we will continue to thrive 
because we are quenched by the wa-
ter and the Word.”

Donna Pyle focused on the theme verse 
during her two-part study of the woman at 

the well. Analyzing the scene, she said, “Jesus 
met her at the well. He did not wait for her to 
get herself into church!” Contrasting spiritual 
and physical thirst, Donna said, “We must reach 
beyond our comfort zones to share this gift, 
this joy — always fresh, never running dry — by 
being ‘the biggest hose on the planet.’”

Keynote speaker Dr. LuJuana Butts, 
with her warm smile, gentle nature 

and sense of humor, expanded on the 
convention theme by suggesting that 
we have been “quenched by the water 
for such a time as this.” Sharing stories 
of “quenchers,” Dr. Butts focused on 
Esther, the Samaritan woman at the 
well, Rosa Young — a Lutheran educator 
who spearheaded Lutheran schools in 
Alabama — and finally her own mother. 
She encouraged the audience to see 
opportunities to “share His love to a 
broken and lost world. You have been 
equipped by the power of the Holy 
Spirit to be quenchers. It’s not what you 
have to do, it’s what you get to do!”

Equipped to be 
‘quenchers’

‘Be the biggest hose on the planet’

Online Convention Coverage
Check out our online coverage at  
www.lwml.org/conventions/live and by  
scanning this QR code 
to access photos, 
highlights, and video 
archives from the 
convention. Share this 
link with your friends 
back home so they 
can also be “Quenched! by the Water.”

Newly Elected Officers 
Vice President of Christian Life: Eden Keefe 
Vice President of Communication: Nancy Bogenhagen
Vice President of Gospel Outreach: Shelley Moeller
Recording Secretary: Joy Dougherty
Pastoral Counselor: Rev. Dr. Robert M. Roegner
Nominating Committee: Rae Ann Spitzenberger, 
Chairman; Sharon Goertzen; Jennifer Huecker;  
Leslie Jaseph; Carli Zygowicz

$1.83 million 
mission goal 

adopted!
Look on the back 

page for the 
selected  

mission grants  
for 2013–15.
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We Want to Hear From You!
There will be two ways to share feed-
back on your convention experience. 
The evaluation will be available at www.
lwml.org/conventionfeedback. This 
quick survey will take 5–10 minutes to 
complete. Just want to send a quick 
comment or kudos to those who have 
worked to provide this convention? 
Send a message to conventionfeed-
back@lwml.org. Your perspective is 
valuable — be sure to participate 
before July 20.

Recordings of Presentations
Don’t forget that Manna Recording & 
Duplication Inc. is recording and pro-
ducing CDs of major presenters. Look 
for their booth in Concourse B near 
the Registration Area to order and take 
home your favorite speakers on CD.

Gifts of Love
If you missed the Gifts of Love Ministry 
booth, don’t fret. You can check out our 
gift planning website at www.giftplan.
org to learn more. Consider inviting  
Linda Gage, LWML Gift Planning Coun-
selor, to speak at a zone or district event 
about the many wonderful opportunities 
to bless your family and the ministries 
near and dear to you, like LWML!

Tee Up 4 Mites
More than 40 golfers played in the 
second Tee Up 4 Mites at Hickory Hills 
Golf Club in Bridgeville. After a one-
hour rain delay, past LWML presidents 
Linda Reiser and Gloria Edwards teed 
off. “I’m looking forward to continuing 
this tradition,” Gloria said. “This gets 
the local congregations and community 
more involved.”

Birmingham,  
Alabama 
in 2019!

The Board of Directors has 
selected Birmingham as the 

site of the 37th Biennial LWML 
Convention, June 27–30, 2019.

Saturday Luncheons

Pittsburgh by the Numbers

Elaine Bickel
Addressing over 600 attendees, Elaine 
Bickel shared funny and inspiring 
stories about her ministry as a principal 
and teacher. “When our actions match 
our words, we make God’s grace real.”

Dr. LuJuana Butts
Dr. LuJuana Butts shared her story of 
faith and how she cried tears of joy 
when she was baptized and confirmed 
on the same day, “quenched by the 
waters.”

Mia Koehne
Mia Koehne shared her powerful testi-
mony, a story of God’s redemption. “I 
pursued an empty lie for years, living 
in sin, until I hit rock bottom,” she said. 
“I was the woman at the well.” Her 
husband Bob stepped in to talk about 
his journey from their broken marriage 
to a healed one. Mia said, “God didn’t 
make our marriage better, He made 
our marriage new.”

Christel Neuendorf
Christel Neuendorf wished to say 
“thank you” to the LWML. “We’ve 
been on the receiving end of your 
service. It is a privilege to see the Holy 
Spirit work and to be a part of that!”

Rev. Dr. John Nunes
“We will be having a “prayer” lunch 
today,” declared Rev. John Nunes, 
as the session’s various speakers told 
about Lutheran World Relief work (ma-
laria nets, fair trade products, and over 
400,000 quilts distributed last year!) 
and each offered prayer. Monique 
Nunes concluded by singing “Great is 
Thy Faithfulness.”

Donna Pyle
Over 330 women attended Donna 
Pyle’s luncheon, where she spoke 
about biblical women of influence. 
She focused on Luke 7:36-50, a sinful 
woman forgiven. Donna said, “Desper-
ation makes us brave. How desperate 
are we? Are we willing to be broken in 
public?”

Rev. Dr. Dien Taylor
“It’s all gift!”Whoever is thirsty, let 
him come; and whoever wishes, let 
him take the free gift of the water of 
life (Rev. 22:17 NIV). There is only one 
mercy seat, one throne of grace, and 
God brings us there in every worship 
service. “By God’s grace, we want to 
make it clear to every single person: 
it’s all gift!”

ATTENDANCE
Voting: 581 
Non-voting: 2,528
Total: 3,109 

LivE sTREAMiNG 
visiTORs (Opening 
Worship Service)
Visits: 1,882 
States: 46 
Countries: 7

YWRs: 67 

CONvENTiON 
OFFERiNGs 
Offering #1: $49,492.50 
Offering #2: $27,444.50

GiFTs FROM  
THE HEART 
Quilts: 1,256 
Baby Kits: 593 
Men’s Kits: 761 
Bath Kits: 1,744 
Devotional Kits: 665
Total Items: 21,954

MissiON iN MOTiON 
Walkers: 1,051

CAMP KiDsBURGH 
Children: 30 
Helpers: 10

FiRsT TiMERs: 800

HEART TO HEART 
PARTiCiPANTs
District Leaders: 14
H2H Sisters: 24

Special interest luncheons on Saturday featured special time with special conven-
tion guests. Here are a few highlights:
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Servant Connections
Bibles for Prison Ministry
Simply by underlining a sequence of 
passages in the Bible that reveal Christ 
as the way of salvation, participants 
helped reach the imprisoned and hurt 
individuals in the Massachusetts State 
Prison, Abraxas Youth and Family 
Services, and the Allegheny County 
Prison. 

College Bags
Five hundred bags were filled with a  
variety of treats and supplies for area 
campus ministries. Recipients include 
the Pittsburgh campus of Carnegie  
Mellon, Chatham, Carlow College, 
Pennsylvania State, Slippery Rock,  
and the University of Pittsburgh.

Gospel Bracelets
Sixty workers made 1,500 Gospel 
bracelets for the 1001 Orphans organi-
zation in South Africa. “This is a great 
outreach to South Africa and a won-
derful witness to Christ,” stated Brenda 
Fett, co-coordinator of all convention 
servant events.

Cards of Encouragement
Colorful paper butterflies, crayons, ad-
hesive dots, and scissors were scattered 
across tables as participants crafted 

birthday cards, get-well cards, and cards 
of congratulations and encouragement. 
The goal was to complete 1,000 cards 
to distribute to Sonshine Community 
Ministries, Ronald McDonald House, 
and Meals on Wheels in the Pittsburgh 
community.

Quilts
Volunteers tied 350 quilts to be do-
nated to a local agency. One quilter 
shared, “I’ve been praying for the peo-
ple who will find comfort and warmth 
with these quilts we are making.” 

Fleece Blankets
Simple cutting and knot tying of two 
layers of fleece produced 330 colorful 
blankets to be donated to local care 
groups. Sue Gillespie, of Pennyslvania, 
said, “This is a wonderful outreach and 
ministry — something a lot of people 
like to learn to do. They can take it 
home with them and do it again.”

Blood Drive
The blood drive was a great success 
with 39 women and men donating 
blood for the Central Blood Bank in 
Pittsburgh. “With every blood donation, 
you truly are saving the lives of those in 
your community.”

Braille Materials
Many dedicated women worked tire-
lessly to produce large-print Mustard 
Seeds and books of the Bible for Lu-
theran Braille Workers. Stacks of these 
faith-filled devotions and God’s Word 
will be a blessing to many people who 
may not have otherwise been able to 
hear our Lord’s message of salvation.

By the Numbers
1,000 cards • 350 quilts • 700 coloring 
books • 1,500 Gospel bracelets • 600 
marked Bibles • 500 college bags • 155 
school backpacks

The Ripple is published during the convention by the 
LWML Communication Department. 

Vice President of Communication ...............Linda Arnold
Newspaper Editor ....................... Rae Ann Spitzenberger
Quarterly Editor-in-Chief .....................Nancy Graf Peters
Quarterly Associate Editor ..........................Beth Foreman
Contributors ............................. Joy Dougherty, Amy Gill,  

Linda Guteres, Cheryl Mattil, Sharon Rapp,  
and other LWML Committee Members
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Sunday’s Closing Worship Service

Mark your calendar now for the 2015  
LWML convention in Des Moines, iowa! 

June 25–28, 2015

Post-Convention Devotion
For another copy of the post-conven-
tion devotion, download a print-ready  
copy online at www.lwml.org/ 
conventions/live. 

Rev. Dr. Victor 
Belton at the clos-
ing worship service 
spoke on Sunday of 
his personal strug-
gle with the great 
loss in the death 
of his parents. 
Knowing that loss and grief, dried up 

and worn, he asked, “How do we over-
come the ‘drought’ of loss so that we 
can go forward as ‘quenchers’?” The 
answer lies in the baptismal grace that 
overflows in times of drought as we 
bear each other’s burden. Therefore, 
as those “quenched” by God’s grace, 
we should go forth and “quench” 
others with this living water.
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With incredible joy and lyrical prose, Rev. Dr. Dien Ashley 
Taylor reflected on the Samaritan woman at the well at the 
opening worship service on Thursday. Just like that wom-
an, we try to satisfy our thirst with worldly things that only 
lead to more dryness. Only Christ can “quench our thirst.” 
He reminded us that, like the Samaritan woman, we are to 
share this living water with the thirsty souls around us.

Mia Koehne mesmer-
ized the audience 

Saturday night, 
playing both original 
music and traditional 

hymns on a grand 
piano instead of her 

customary keyboard. 
One of her songs, 

“Shelter in the 
Wind,” is the heart 

of everything she 
is doing. Tradition-
al hymns included 

“Praise to the Lord 
the Almighty” and 

“The Doxology,”  
and the audience 

joined her in singing 
“Praise to Lord.”

Returning for a third 
time as song leader, 
Dr. Dina Vendetti 
filled the convention 
hall with her lovely 
voice, laughter, and 
contagious energy. 
She introduced new 
songs and sang many 
familiar ones that are 
“part of our DNA.” 
The women followed 
her lead as she moved 
the rhythm of the 
room from the flowing 
“As the Deer” to 
the more lively “We 
Are Marching” and 
on to the ever-pop-
ular crowd wave. On 
Saturday, she was 
joined by banjo-play-
ing LCMS President 
Matthew Harrison.

Fourteen women are now trained to return to their districts as H2H District 
Leaders to implement H2H programs in districts, zones, and societies. They were 
joined by 24 H2H sisters representing 12 different ethnic backgrounds. H2H 
Sisters and leaders received rebozos (shawls) as a symbol of their sisterhood in 
service to the Lord and His people, and their district presidents presented them 
with H2H Sisters pins. Convention attendees were treated to a colorful parade as 
all H2H participants processed into the convention Saturday morning.
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Interrupting convention business with rip-roar-
ing laughter, Elaine Bickel stepped on stage 
in purple pajamas as the fictional Mrs. Rogers 
and addressed President Kay as “Your Purple 
Majesty.” She even donned a purple insect 
net as protection from mites. “Termites! Dust 
mites!” She learned all about the living water, 
quenching her thirst and collecting real mites.

LCMS President Matthew Harrison brought encourage-
ment and thanks to attendees, highlighting John 4:39: 
“Many Samaritans from that town believed in him because 
of the woman’s testimony.” Sharing mission work of the 
LCMS, he focused on the fruits of the Holy Spirit and how 
LWML women embody these gifts. “You are Jesus people!”

To encourage members to 
read the Quarterly and the 
LWML website, a challenge 
was issued to find all the logos 
and enter a drawing to have 
“A Cup with Kay” in person at 
this convention. Winners  
Helen Hoffman and Sue  
Mueller, both from Illinois, 
shared a cup of coffee — and 
a prayer! — with President Kay 
on Thursday afternoon. Pres-
ident Kay enjoyed spending 
this special time with these 
Lutheran Women in Mission.

Sixty-seven Young Woman Representatives filled the weekend with energy as they experi-
enced their first convention. The YWR booth displayed their creative clocks, which brought 
their theme, “This Is Our Moment,” to life. They surprised and entertained convention 
attendees at the Neighborhood Block Party with their “We Will Rock” flash mob. Commit-
tee chairman Brandi Bucholz said, “We were blessed with many bonding opportunities, 
including prayer time and a late-night servant event where we made sock puppets for local 
agencies. We praise God for such a wonderful experience!”
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News from the Mission Field

Rev. Randall L. Golter
Rev. Randy Golter is Execu-
tive Director of LCMS’s Office 
of International Mission. He 
said, “Our missionaries are 
our heroes.” Global Lutheran-
ism is facing many concerns, 
including cultural collapse, 
uncertainty all around, and a 
decline in Christianity. God 
is not surprised. The Holy 
Spirit is directing His mission 
around the world. Our great-
est treasure is Jesus.

Christel Neuendorf
Christel Neuendorf is a hero 
of the church by serving as 
a missionary in the Domini-
can Republic and all of Latin 
America. Christel remarked 
that the Great Commission 
may seem like a to-do list, 
but it is really an opportunity 
to serve. Faith is the Holy 
Spirit’s job. She thanked 
the LWML for their mites, 
prayers, and encouragement. 

Rev. Will &  
Patricia Main
Stepping up to the lectern in 
his headdress, Rev. Will Main 
said, “I’m ordained because 
of you.” Directors of Luther-
an Student Ministry at Has-
kell Indian Nations University 
in Kansas, Rev. Main and his 
wife Patricia share Christ’s 
love through worship, Bible 
study, and outreach to 
students from over 40 states 
representing over 145 tribes.

Maggie Karner
For someone who always 
hated traveling, God had 
other plans for Maggie 
Karner, LCMS Director of Life 
and Health Ministries. She 
has traveled to Russia, where 
the LCMS is sponsoring pro-
life centers in St. Petersburg 
and Siberia. She also visited 
Haiti, where an LWML grant 
is funding orphanages. Wher-
ever God leads her, Psalm 
46:10-11 is her comfort.

Rev. Ted Krey
A thirsty girl who had been 
tied to a bed because of her 
disability for 15 years had 
her thirst quenched by Rev. 
Ted Krey, LCMS Regional 
Director of Latin America and 
the Caribbean. Pastor Krey 
is grateful for the strong, 
faithful support of the LWML. 
His wish for all of us is that 
“our focus always should be 
Jesus! Yes! Yes! Yes!”

Rev. John Nunes
Rev. Dr. John Nunes, Luther-
an World Relief, addressed 
the convention Sunday morn-
ing and shared stories of how 
LWML mites have made a 
difference to the Lutheran 
Malaria Initiative. “As we are 
quenched with compassion 
for others through Christ’s 
love, we can change lives.”

iantha scheiwe
Iantha Scheiwe is the exec-
utive director of Concordia 
Welfare and Education 
Foundation in Hong Kong 
where she does the mercy 
work of the office of Inter-
national Mission. She talked 
about the people of China 
and how more than 400,000 
people live on less than $2 a 
day. CWEF helps get clean 
water and education for the 
Chinese women.



Bible study leader Donna Pyle, author of the new DVD Bible study Overflowing Abundance, Your Strong Suit, 
and other LWML Bible study materials, encouraged participants to live with gladness. "Joy is the mark of a 
Christian." 
  
Keynote speaker Dr. LuJuana Butts, distinguished educator and noted author, blessed the convention and shared 
that "her life has been a living, breathing testimony to God's grace.”  
 
The 581 voting delegates also elected new officers to help lead the organization. Elected for four-year terms are: 
 

 Eden Keefe, Aiken, South Carolina, as  Vice President of Christian Life; 
 Nancy Bogenhagen, White Lake, South Dakota, as Vice President of Communication; 
 Shelley Moeller, Rock Island, Illinois, as Vice President of Gospel Outreach;  
 Joy Dougherty, Toledo, Ohio, as  Recording Secretary; and 
 Rev. Dr. Robert Roegner, St. Louis, Missouri, as Pastoral Counselor. 

 
Newly-elected members of the Nominating Committee are Rae Ann Spitzenberger, Queens, New York, who 
will serve as chairman; Sharon Goertzen, Hampton, Nebraska; Jennifer Huecker, Bunceton, Missouri; Leslie 
Jaseph, Crownsville, Maryland; Carli Zygowicz, Belvidere, Illinois.  
 
The convention also featured an LWML Neighborhood Block Party held after the Mission Pledge Walk; 
inspiration from speaker Mia Koehne, a gifted worship leader, songwriter, and recording artist; presentations by 
Mites in Action speakers; joyful singing under the direction of song leader Dr. Dina Vendetti; and wonderful 
laughter provided by Elaine Bickel, who served as Humorous Interrupter.    
 
For more information about the convention or the LWML, visit the website at www.lwml.org. 
 
To interview a local convention participant, contact ________________________________ (your name) at 
______________________________ (your phone number.) 
 

 
 

Please remember LWML in your estate plan. 
Our legal name is “Lutheran Women's Missionary League.” 

The Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML) is the official women’s auxiliary of The Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod. Since 1942, the LWML has focused on affirming each woman’s relationship with Christ, 
encouraging and equipping women to live out their Christian lives in active mission ministries, and to support 
global missions. 

Contact: Edie Norris     LWML Office 
  Public Relations Director   PO Box 411993 
    (253) 973-1498    St. Louis, MO 63141-1993 
  pr@lwml.org     (800) 252-LWML (5965)  
        lwml@lwml.org  
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LWML Adopts New Million Mission Goal at Convention  
 
PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA — Delegates to the 35th Biennial Convention of the Lutheran Women’s 
Missionary League (LWML) adopted a $1.83 million mission goal for the 2013-2015 biennium. This goal when 
completed will fund 18 mission grants. 
 
More than 3,100 people attended the convention, held in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, June 27-30, under the theme 
“Quenched! by the Water," based on John 4:14.  At the Opening Worship Service, the Rev. Dr. Dien Taylor 
inspired the attendees to come to be quenched and refreshed by the Living Water, so that we can be quenchers 
for others. The live-streamed service was picked up in ten countries and 48 states with many thousands joining 
in real time.  
 
The funds raised by the organization’s members nationwide over the next two years will be used to support the 
following mission grants: 
 

 Training K-9 Comfort Dogs for LCMS Chaplains               $ 30,000 
 Lutheran Children's Books for Southeast Asia            $ 72,000 
 Training Indigenous Pastors/ Deaconesses–Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, Ind. $100,000 
 Rebuilding Nord Est Haiti Lutheran School                $100,000 
 Jesus Our Savior Lutheran Schools–Winnebago Tribe, Nebraska              $ 58,553 
 I CAN–Serving At-Risk Children with Learning Needs              $ 99,000 
 Bible Story Books in Sign Language and Written Text                      $100,000 
 Native American Outreach Training Center–Fairbanks, Alaska     $ 95,000 
 Strengthening and Expanding Campus Ministry      $100,000 
 Worship for Shut-Ins                  $ 80,000 
 Preparing Leaders for a Diverse World–Concordia College Alabama    $ 50,000 
 Voice of Care Ministry to the Developmentally Challenged              $ 50,600 
 Christ-Centered Tutoring Through Rebecca's Garden of Hope              $100,000 
 Student Scholarships for MOST Ministries Mission Trips     $ 20,000  
 Building Homes and Hope in Haiti                 $100,000 
 Support for Lutheran Public Radio        $ 40,000 
 Christian Educational Support for Children–India               $ 85,000 
 Mission Outreach at St. Paul Community Lutheran Church–Pontiac, Michigan   $ 65,559 

 
LWML President Kay Kreklau of Drayton, North Dakota, said, "The LWML has existed for 71 years and by 
God’s grace will continue to thrive because we, quenched by the water and the Word, will do God’s work in 
God’s time in God’s way. You are the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League! With the help of God, go and 
tell the world!" 
  


